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Environmental assessment

Air Quality
The gas fired plant would contribute some emissions to the air via
the emissions stacks.

These emissions would include:
* nitrogen oxides
» carbon monoxide

These emissions would be regulated by the Environment Agency
through an environmental permit

The results of the air quality assessment have been used to inform
the height of the emissions stacks so as to protect people and
wildlife from the effects of emissions. It is currently anticipated
that the stacks would be up to 120m in height: for comparison,the
main stack at Drax is 259m high. With stack height set to 120m, no
exceedances of air quality limits for human health are predicted.

The preliminary assessment has concluded that emissions of nitrogen
oxide and ammonia may contribute to nitrogen and acid deposition
over protected ecological sites. Further assessment is being
undertaken and potential mitigation options will be discussed with
Selby District Council,the Environment Agency and Natural England.

Measures will be implemented during the Project’s construction
to minimise dust generation, including sheeting of vehicles,
appropriate handling and storage of topsoil,and ensuring vehicles
are well maintained.

Noise

A preliminary noise assessment of the construction and operational
noise impacts has been undertaken taking into account current
noise levels and proximity to homes and other users sensitive

to noise in Barlow, Camblesforth, Drax and Long Drax, and other
individual properties closer to the proposed site of the gas
generating units and the gas pipeline corridors.

The assessment concludes that with appropriate mitigation all
potential significant effects can be avoided.

During construction, noise will be controlled through a Construction
Environment Management Plan; these measures are likely to
include restrictions on plant and equipment that generate noise,
restricting noisy works to the daytime, and compliance with agreed
construction traffic routes.
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Traffic and transport

To assess the impacts of the construction phase on the transport
network, a preliminary transport assessment has been undertaken
and is included in the PEIR.

It is envisaged that most construction traffic will use the M62 and
AB645 as this is the most direct route to the site. During the peak of
construction there are expected to be up to 140 HGV movements
per day. The highest number of car trips per day to the site during
construction will be approximately 400. The preliminary transport
assessment concludes that these levels of increase in traffic would
not have significant adverse effects on the road network.

A Travel Plan and Construction Traffic Management Plan would be
developed to minimise disruption to road users.

During operation, the proposed plant is not anticipated to result
in a significant increase in the operational workforce at Drax or
require additional deliveries. Therefore, there will be a negligible
effect on traffic and transport in the area once the Repower
Project is completed.

Landscape and Visual

A landscape and visual impact assessment has been undertaken
which considers the impact of the Repower Project on local
landscapes and from a number of viewpoints.

Whilst the Repower Project would be part of an existing industrial
landscape, the scale of the plant and battery facility(ies) is likely
to have some adverse effects on the landscape character of
surrounding farmland and the landscapes around the River Ouse
and River Aire.

There are also likely to be adverse effects on local views towards
the Repower Project from local public rights of way and places
within 2km.
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Planning and consultation

The Planning Process In summary, the process that Drax is following in order to obtain a

Given its generation capacity (more than 50MW), the Repower DCO is:

Project is classed as a “Nationally Significant Infrastructure « Informal and statutory consultation with local councils,

Project”. We are therefore required to submit an application for local landowners, local communities, the public and other

a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Secretary of State interested parties.

for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy via the Planning « Feedback received over recent months and during this period

Inspectorate, a central government office. of statutory consultation will help shape the DCO application;
the statutory consultation is being carried out in accordance

We intend to submit our DCO application within the next six months. with our Statement of Community Consultation which can be

If accepted, an Examining Authority will be appointed, comprised downloaded from the Project website or viewed at local libraries

of one or more planning inspectors from the Planning Inspectorate. and council offices.

The Examining Authority will undertake an independent « Provide a Consultation Report with the application for the DCO

examination of the application before making a recommendation that demonstrates how we have consulted with the public and

to the Secretary of State, who will make the final decision as to have had regard to consultation feedback.

whether to grant the DCO for the Repower Project. « If our DCO application is accepted for examination, we will publish

notices in local and national media updating the public and
inviting them to make their own representations to the Planning
Inspectorate about the application.

Selby District Council and North Yorkshire County Council are key
consultees in the process, along with local parish councils and other
local and national organisations, such as East Riding of Yorkshire

Council, the Environment Agency and Natural England. In advance of submitting the DCO application, we are also

considering undertaking some on-site reconfiguration works,
including the relocation of facilities within the existing Drax Power
Station site complex. This work may need to be undertaken during
the course of 2018. If required, we will apply to Selby District
Council for a planning permission for these reconfiguration works
under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. However, we may
also carry them out at the same time as carrying out the Repower
Project, and so the reconfiguration works may also be included in
our DCO application. For this reason, the PEIR includes the site
reconfiguration works as part of the environmental assessment.

Project Timetable/Key Milestones

i Spring/Summer Summer/Autumn Autumn 2018/ Summer/Autumn
Autumn 2017 Winter 2018 2018 Summer 2018 2018 Spring 2019 2019 2022/23

Liaison with local Publication of Detail of Pre-Examination Notice of Examination Decision from Commercial
councils,landowners Statement of the Project, Period Preliminary Period Secretary of State operation
and other statutory Community including the Meeting for BEIS

organisations Consultation EIA finalised Preliminary

Environmental Statutory period Submission of Meeting held

Impact Assessment of consultation, DCO application

(EIA) including

consultation on
the PEIR and
public exhibitions
First public January 16 to

exhibitions February 27
(non-statutory)

Project design
& engineering





