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Public Exhibitions
Millbrook Power proposal for a gas-fired

generation plant at Rookery South Pit
Millbrook Power Ltd, a subsidiary business of Drax Group plc, is seeking views on the proposed
gas-fired electricity generation project and the findings of its preliminary environmental
studies.

Members of the Millbrook Power team will be present at four local exhibitions from 9th June
2017 to 13th June 2017 to allow people to find out more information and provide Millbrook
Power with any comments they may have.

Exhibition Venues and Dates:
Friday 9th June 3.00pm till 7.30pm
Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston Moretaine, MK43 0LD

Saturday 10th June 9.00am till 1.00pm
Stewartby Club, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43 9NB

Monday 12th June 4.00pm till 8.00pm
Wingfield Club, 37 Church Street, Ampthill, MK45 2PL

Tuesday 13th June 12.30pm till 3.30pm
Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43 0RT

FOR MORE INFORMA T ION

Web: www.millbrookpower.co.uk Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk Phone: 0131 550 3380

Post: Freepost PlusRTXR-ZKKX-XYLT, Millbrook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, Edinburgh EH1 3JD

Notice as to where and when the Statement of Community Consultation (2017)

for the Millbrook Power Project can be inspected – s47 Planning Act 2008

Millbrook Power Ltd (MPL) proposes to construct and operate an up to 299 megawatt (MW) gas-fired power generation plant (and

associated connections to the gas and electricity networks) on land adjacent to and within Rookery South Pit, situated in the Marston Vale,

approximately 3 km north of Ampthill and 7 km south-west of Bedford (the "Project"). Subject to public consultation, planning and

financing, the Project could enter commercial operation in 2022.

The gas-fired power generation plant element of the Project is classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the

Planning Act 2008 which means that a Development Consent Order (DCO) is required to build, operate and maintain it. MPL intends to

submit an application for a DCO for the Project by the end of 2017.

The Project was initially developed and taken through the first stages of the DCO planning application process in 2014. However, in March

2015, the project was put on hold due to market and political uncertainty. Under new ownership, the Project is now once again being taken

forward.

Once submitted, the DCO application will be processed and examined by the Planning Inspectorate who will make a recommendation to

the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy as to whether or not the application should be granted and a DCO

made. The final decision on the application is made by the Secretary of State, rather than the local planning authority.

Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is required under the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)

Regulations 2009 to undertake an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The Project falls under the EIA Regulations 2009 regime and

not the Infrastructure Planning (EIA) Regulations 2017 regime because a scoping opinion was requested from the Secretary of State under

the EIA Regulations 2009 before the commencement of the EIA Regulations 2017. The EIA will consider the likely significant environmental

effects, both positive and negative, of the Project on topics including air and water quality, noise, landscape and visual impact, traffic, local

ecology, archaeology and heritage, and socio-economics. An Environmental Statement will be submitted with the application for a DCO for

the Project in 2017.

MPL is required under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 to consult with those living in the vicinity of the land to which the proposed

application for the Project relates. This consultation with local people, businesses, and other organisations is an essential part of the DCO

application process and will help to influence the design of the Project as at submission of the DCO application. Only after MPL has had

regard to the consultation responses that it has received (including those received as part of the consultation undertaken in 2014) will the

design for the Project be finalised and the application for a DCO be submitted.

MPL has prepared a statement setting out how it proposes to consult people living and working in the vicinity of the land to which the

proposed application for the Project relates about the proposed DCO application. This statement is called the "Statement of Community

Consultation" (SoCC).

MPL carried out both statutory and non-statutory consultation as part of its work in 2014. As part of the 2014 statutory consultation, a SoCC

was published after consultation with the relevant local planning authorities and the current SoCC is closely modelled on the 2014 SoCC.

MPL have had regard to the responses received as part of the 2014 non-statutory and statutory consultations and these have influenced

the Project design that is now being consulted on in 2017.

MPL's SoCC is available for inspection online at www.millbrookpower.co.uk . It is also available for inspection in hard copy at Central

Bedfordshire Council Office (Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford, Bedfordshire SG17 5TQ, open Mon-Thurs 08:00–17:30 and

Friday 08:00–5:00); at Bedford Borough Council’s Customer Service Centre ( 2 Horne Lane, Bedford MK40 1RA open Mon-Thurs 08:45-

17:15 and Fri 08:45-16:45); at Marston Vale Forest Centre (Marston Moretaine, Bedford MK43 0PR, open Mon-Sun 10:00-16:00) and at

the following local libraries:

Bedford Library

Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40

1PG

Mon / Tues / Wed / Fri

09.00 – 18.00

Thurs

09.00 – 13.00

Sat

09.00 – 17.00

Sun

Closed

Ampthill Library,

1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill,

Bedford, MK45 2NL

Mon / Wed / Fri

10.00 – 18.00

Tues

Closed

Thurs

14.00 – 18.00

Sat

10.00 – 13.00

Sun

Closed

Wootton Library

Lorraine Road, Wootton,

MK43 9LH

Mon / Fri

14.00 – 18.00

Tues

Closed

Wed

10.00 – 1300

1400 -18.30

Thurs

Closed

Sat

10.00 – 13.00

Sun

Closed

The Government’s policy in relation to energy related Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects is set out in a series of National Policy

Statements (NPSs). NPS EN-1 (Energy) states that "Gas will continue to play an important role in the electricity sector – providing vital

flexibility to support an increasing amount of low-carbon generation and to maintain security of supply". The need for the Project is

established through these NPSs and is therefore not proposed by MPL as a topic of consultation.

Households and businesses within an approximate 5km radius of the proposed site for the power generation plant element of the Project

will be sent a leaflet about the Project on or around 29th May 2017.

As part of its consultation with the community, MPL will be holding exhibitions about the Project at these locations and times:

Friday 9th June 2017: 1500-1930 Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston Moretaine, MK43 0LD

Saturday 10th June 2017: 0900-1300 Stewartby Club, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43 9NB

Monday 12th June 2017: 1600-2000 Wingfield Club, 37 Church St, Ampthill, Bedford MK45 2PL

Tuesday 13th June 2017: 1230- 1530 Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43 0RT

From 29th May 2017, information about the Project including a leaflet about the Project, a Preliminary Environmental Information Report

(PEIR) (which contains a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental effects of the Project) and a non-technical summary

of the PEIR will be made available for inspection at the Council offices, Marston Vale Forest Centre and the libraries noted above at the

times noted above. These documents will also be available from 29th May 2017 in electronic form on the MPL website

(www.millbrookpower.co.uk). Technical appendices to the PEIR will be available in electronic form only at the council offices, libraries and

Forest Centre but printed copies will be available to view at the exhibitions.

The consultation period on the Project will run from 29th May until 2nd July 2017 (inclusive), and we would therefore welcome your views on

the Project on or before 5.00pm on 2nd July 2017. If you respond to our consultation, then please could you include your name and an

address in your response. Please note that responses may be made public, subject to data protection laws.

Responses to the consultation on the Project can be made via:

Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk Tel: 0131 550 3380

Freepost: Freepost plus RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT, Millbrook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, Edinburgh EH1 3JD

PUBLIC NOTICES

Thursday, May 25, 2017 Bedford Times & Citizen 59
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 17 October 2017 11:31

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power: gas fired power station proposal (Rookery South Pit) 

From: Paul Taylor  

Sent: 18 May 2017 17:06 

Subject: Millbrook Power: gas fired power station proposal (Rookery South Pit)  

 

 
 

May 18th 2017: I am writing to inform you that Millbrook Power Ltd (MPL) has re-started its work to secure 

planning consent to build a gas-fired electricity generation plant on land located in Rookery South Pit, near 

the villages of Stewartby, Millbrook, Lidlington and Marston Moretaine. 

  

If you recall, in March 2015 it was decided to put MPL’s work “on hold”; the decision was not taken lightly, 

given the extensive work that the MPL project team had carried out over the previous 12 months and more. 

  

There however remains a need for new gas-fired power stations to be built in this country, and 

acknowledging this national need, the MPL project was recently acquired by the UK energy company, Drax 

Group plc.  Under Drax’s stewardship, it is MPL’s intention to submit a Development Consent Order (DCO) 

to the Planning Inspectorate before the end of this year; noting the DCO and financing processes, and a 2-3 

year construction period, Drax does not expect the Millbrook project to enter operation until 2022. 

  

Whilst a great amount of work was carried out by the MPL team in 2014/15 (assessing the project’s various 

impacts and to gather feedback from the relevant local councils, various statutory organisations, local 

landowners and the local community), the project team is  revisiting and refreshing its environmental and 

technical assessments as two years has passed since the decision to put the project “on hold”.    

  

Furthermore, the MPL team (the same people are very much involved in the project as before) will again 

work closely with local councils in the area and consult the local community before it makes a submission 

to the Planning Inspectorate.  

 

MPL will be hosting a series of public exhibitions between June 9th and 13th (as part of a period of statutory 

consultation that will run from May 29th to July 2nd). The exhibitions are taking place: 

•          Friday, 9th June 1500-1930hrs - Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston Moretaine, 

MK43 0LD 

•          Saturday, 10th June 0900-1300hrs - Stewartby Club, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43 9NB 

•          Monday, 12th June 1600-2000hrs - Wingfield Club, 37 Church Street, Ampthill, MK45 2PL 

•          Tuesday, 13th June 1230-1530hrs - Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43 0RT 

  

Please note that MPL’s decision, made in February 2015, to underground the Project’s electrical connection 

to the National Grid will not be changed.  It has also been decided that the proposed generation plant will 

have just one gas turbine, thereby necessitating a single 35m stack (in 2014/15, MPL had been considering 

up to five stacks) which will further reduce the project’s visual impact. 



2

  

MPL will use its website www.millbrookpower.co.uk, the public exhibitions and other channels to share its 

plans with people (including its Preliminary Environmental Information Report) as well as flag any significant 

milestones between now and the submission of the application to the Planning Inspectorate.  However, 

please let me know (via the contact details below) if you have any immediate questions. 

 

Kind regards 

Paul Taylor  

Taylor Keogh Communications (on behalf of Millbrook Power/Drax Group)   
T:  020 8392 8250  

M: 07966 782611 

E:  paul@taylorkeogh.com 

W: www.taylorkeogh.com 

 

For the latest energy news and political intelligence 

 

The information contained in this email is intended for the individual(s) to whom it is addressed.  It may contain legally privileged and confidential information.  If you are 

not the intended recipient you must not copy, distribute or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this email in error, please contact us immediately.  This 

email has been scanned using anti-virus software.  

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This message has been scanned for viruses by Websense 
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: Annabel Robinson [mailto:Annabel.Robinson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk]  
Sent: 27 August 2014 17:29 
To: Nick Johnson 
Subject: Hard to Reach Groups 
 
Dear Nick,  
 
Further to our meeting, these are the contacts within CBC who you might wish to include in your 
consultation, as they represent various hard to reach groups. 
 
Sarah Hughes – Community Engagement Network - sarah.hughes@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
Caroline Tate – Older Peoples Reference Group – caroline.tate@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
Allison Guitan – Youth Parliament – Allison.guitan@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Look forward to hearing from you soon, 
 
Annabel 
 
 
Annabel Robinson (Gammell) 
Senior Planning Officer 
Development Management (West Area) 
Regeneration and Business Directorate 
 

Central Bedfordshire Council Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford, Bedfordshire, SG17 

5TQ 
Direct Dial: 0300 300 4158  |  Internal: 74158  |  Email: annabel.robinson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------
--------------------- 
Central Bedfordshire - A great place to live and work - www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------

--------------------- 
Information security classification* of this email: Protected 
  
*Information security definitions: 
Restricted - Sensitive Data only to be sent via secure email e.g. GCSX or message labs 
Protected - Contains personal data covered by the Data Protection Agency  
Not protected - General Data  
 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------- 

 

 

This email is confidential and intended exclusively for the use of the intended recipient(s). 

Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily 

represent those of Central Bedfordshire Council. If you are not the intended recipient(s) 
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Phase 1 Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) compliance checklist  

Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

Environmental 
Information and Impacts 

The extent and scale of the development and MPL’s proposals 
to mitigate its impacts will be consulted upon locally 

Paragraphs 6.4.66 – 6.4.71 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) outlines how MPL 
carried out Phase 1 section 47 
consultation with the local 
community and confirms that the 
aim of the consultation was to 
seek the views of the local 
community and key stakeholders 
on the preliminary environmental 
information presented about the 
Project as well as on other key 
elements of the Project.          

Environmental 
Information and Impacts 

A part of the pre-application consultation materials on the 
Proposed Project, MPL will publish a PEIR and a NTS of the 
same.   

Paragraph 6.4.71 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that 
information was made available as 
part of the Phase 1 s47 
consultation from 13th October 
2014 onwards, to assist the 
consultees in responding to the 
consultation, including the 2014 
PEIR and 2014 PEIR NTS.  
 
The 2014 PEIR and 2014 PEIR 
NTS were also made available on 
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Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

the Millbrook Power website 
(Document Reference 5.1; 
paragraph 3.5.84) 
 
During the Phase 1 s47 
consultation hard copies of the 
2014 PEIR were made available to 
the public at the following 
locations: Bedford Library, Ampthill 
Library, Wooton Library, Central 
Bedfordshire Council, Bedford 
Borough Council, and Marston 
Vale Forest Centre (Document 
Reference 5.1; paragraph (6.4.71). 

Environmental 
Information and Impacts 

The PEIR presents the information gathered to date and 
provides the results of MPL’s preliminary assessments as to the 
likely significant environmental effects of the project. 

The 2014 PEIR and the 2014 
PEIR NTS (Appendix 3.S; 
Document Reference 5.2) 
provided results of preliminary 
assessment of the likely significant 
environmental effects of the 
Project.  

Environmental 
Information and Impacts 

During consultation, MPL will make available details on 
landscaping proposals and other measures to mitigate the 
Project’s impact. 

Embedded mitigation measures 
are outlined in the 2014 PEIR. 
Where potential adverse effects 
are identified, addition mitigation 
measures are suggested including 
the use of planting. 
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Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

Environmental 
Information and Impacts 

MPL will provide copies of the PEIR and the NTS to Central 
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council as the local 
planning authorities. 

Yes. CBC and BBC are both 
section 42(1)(b) consultees. As is 
confirmed in paragraph 6.4.16 of 
the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1), all 
[section 42] consultees received a 
CD containing the 2014 PEIR and 
2014 PEIR NTS and a hard copy 
of the 2014 PEIR NTS. s42(1)(b) 
local authority consultees also 
received an additional hard copy 
of the 2014 PEIR, due to their role 
as local authority 

Environmental 
Information and Impacts 

 Both documents will also be made available at: the main office 
of Central Bedfordshire Council in Chicksands, Shefford; at the 
main office of Bedford Borough Council in Bedford; local 
libraries; at public exhibitions and on the MPL website. 

Paragraph 6.4.71 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that 
during the s47 Phase 1 
consultation hard copies of the 
2014 PEIR and 2014 PEIR NTS 
were made available to the public 

at the following locations: Bedford 
Library, Ampthill Library, Wooton 
Library, Central Bedfordshire 
Council, Bedford Borough Council, 
and Marston Vale Forest Centre. 
 
Following the issue of the finalised 
SoCC, BBC stated over phone 
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Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

and email (17th September 2014) 
that a different location than that 
previously agreed should be used 
to lodge the documents, 
suggesting the Customer Service 
Centre, 2 Horne Lane, Bedford, 
MK40 1SJ instead of the main 
Council offices at Borough Hall, 
Cauldwell Street, Bedford, MK42 
9AP. It was later agreed that it was 
too late to change this location as 
some documents had already 
been published. However, MPL 
agreed (over the phone) on 18th 
September 2014 to send two 
copies to the Customer Services 
Centre so that it could be placed in 
both locations (Document 
Reference 5.1; paragraph 6.4.64). 

Public consultation  
a). What are we 
consulting on and when? 

In the statutory phase of consultation, commencing on 13th 
October 2014 (and finishing on 16th November 2014)….   

Paragraph 6.4.67 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that the 
statutory s47 Phase 1 consultation 
commenced on 13th October 2014 
and closed on 16th November 
2014.   
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Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

Public consultation  
a). What are we 
consulting on and when? 

…MPL will seek views on the overall scope and impact of the 
Project, including the integral electrical connection and gas 
connection.  

Paragraph 6.4.68 confirms that the 
aim of the statutory section 47 
Phase 1 consultation was to seek 
the views of the local community 
and key stakeholders on the 
preliminary environmental 
information presented about the 
Project as well as on other key 
elements of the Project and 
confirms that this provided a 
mechanism for the local 
community and key stakeholders 
to influence certain aspect of the 
Project, which included, amongst 
other aspects:  

 route option(s) for 
accessing the gas and 
electricity connection 
infrastructure during 
construction and 
maintenance; 

 the preferred route option 
for the gas connection; 

 the proposed electrical 
connection 

Public consultation  
a). What are we 
consulting on and when? 

.  Only after MPL has had regard to the consultation responses 
received will the application for a DCO for the project be 
finalised and submitted.   

Chapter 11 of the Consultation 
Report (Document Reference 5.1) 
summarises how MPL has had 
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Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

regard to the consultation 
responses, and sets out whether 
there has been a resultant change 
to the Project. Appendix 5.F 
(Document Reference 5.2) 
contains respondents’ comments 
from section 47 exhibition and the 
MPL response. Regard has been 
had to the responses and the 
report finalized for submission. 

Public consultation  
a). What are we 
consulting on and when? 

Responses in particular will be invited on:  
- the layout of the Power Generation Plant within the Project 
Site 
- Route option(s) for accessing the gas and electricity 
connection infrastructure during construction  and maintenance;  
- the preferred route option for the gas connection; and 
- the proposed electrical connection; 
- the findings of the preliminary assessment on the likely 
significant environmental effects of the Project during 
construction and operation, as set out in the PEIR. 

The leaflet (contained in 
Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 3.Y(iii)) containing an 
invitation to attend the public 
exhibitions stated that ‘MPL would 
like your views on: 
• the layout of the Power 

Generation Plant within the 
Project Site; 

• route option(s) for 
accessing the gas and 
electricity connection 
infrastructure during 
construction and 
maintenance; 

• the preferred route option 
for the gas connection; 
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Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

• the proposed electrical 
connection; 

• the findings of the 
preliminary assessment on 
the likely significant 
environmental effects of the 
Project during construction 
and operation, as set out in 
the PEIR’. 

 
Paragraph 6.4.68 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that the 
statutory s47 Phase 1 consultation 
provided a mechanism for the 
local community and key 
stakeholders to influence certain 
aspect of the Project, listing these 
aspects in the above bullet points. 

Public consultation  
a). What are we 
consulting on and when? 

The consultation explained in this Statement will run for 35 days 
ending on 16th November 2014. 

Paragraph 6.4.68 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that the 
statutory s47 Phase 1 consultation 
commenced on 13th October 2014 
and closed on 16th November 
2014, representing a total duration 
of 35 days, in excess of the 
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Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

statutory minimum requirement of 
28 days. 

Public consultation 
b). who will we consult 
with? 

MPL will carry out its community consultation activities in two 
areas: a Core Consultation Zone (CCZ) that equates to a 5 km 
radius from the site and an Outer Consultation Zone (OCZ) that 
equates to a radius of 10 km.  

Paragraphs 6.2.15 – 6.2.19 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that MPL 
undertook statutory s47 Phase 1 
consultation activities in two areas: 
the CCZ, equating to an area of an 
approximate radius of 5km from 
the Project Site; and the OCZ, 
equating to an area of an 
approximate radius of 10km from 
the Project Site,  
 
The extent and rationale for the 
CCZ and OCZ areas are 
described and explained in the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) from paragraphs 
6.2.15 – 6.2.19. 

Public consultation 
b). who will we consult 
with? 

An information leaflet will be sent to households, businesses 
and institutions in the CCZ… 

Paragraph 6.4.74 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) explains that a 
leaflet (contained in Document 
Reference 5.2; Appendix 3.Y(iii)) 
containing an invitation to attend 
the public exhibitions was 
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Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

delivered to approximately 10,500 
households, businesses and 
institutions in the CCZ, including 
those groups that are defined as 
"hard to reach" 

Public consultation 
b). who will we consult 
with? 

…the CCZ will be the focus of exhibitions. Public exhibitions were held in 
Marston Moretaine, Stewartby, 
Ampthill and Lidlington as set out 
in Table 6.6 of the Consultation 
Report (Document Reference 5.1) 

Public consultation 
b). who will we consult 
with? 

Communities within the OCZ will be informed about the project 
(via newspaper advertisements, posters, media coverage and 
contact with parish councils in the OCZ and other relevant local 
organisations) 

Yes, the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1) 
describes how MPL publicised the 
project via newspaper 
advertisements (paragraphs 
6.4.76 and 6.4.81); posters 
(paragraph 6.4.73) and media 
coverage (paragraph 6.4.92).  
 
Communities were also informed 
via the MPL website; emails to 
parish councils in the OCZ and 
hard to reach groups (Table 6.4, 
Document Reference 5.1). 

Public consultation 
b. who will we consult 
with? 

Outside the two zones, there may well be others interested in 
MPL’s plans. They will also be reached through local/regional 

Yes, the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1) 
describes how MPL publicised the 
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Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

newspaper advertising and media coverage (print, broadcast 
and social media). 

project via newspaper 
advertisements (paragraphs 
6.4.76 and 6.4.81).  
 
Paragraph 6.4.75 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) summarises the 
media coverage during the section 
47 consultation (Document 
Reference 5.2; Appendix 4.I).  

Public consultation 
b. who will we consult 
with? 

Feedback that is received within the consultation period will be 
considered by MPL as it finalises its proposals for the Project. 

Chapter 7 of the Consultation 
Report (Document Reference 5.1) 
provides a summary of feedback 
and responses received during 
section 47 Phase 1 consultation. 
Section 7.6 summarises the 
outcomes of the Phase 1 statutory 
consultation.  

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

- Public exhibitions will be held at Lidlington, Marston Moretaine, 
Stewartby and Ampthill within the CCZ; 

Yes, public exhibitions were held 
at the locations identified in Table 
6.6 of the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1), which 
encompassed Marston Moretaine, 
Stewartby, Ampthill and Lidlington. 
  

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

The leaflet will also be distributed to those groups that are 
defined as “hard to reach” (such as the Community Engagement 

Paragraph 6.4.74 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
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Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

Network, the Older People’s Reference Group and the Youth 
Parliament).  
 
.   

Reference 5.1) explains that a 
leaflet (contained in Document 
Reference 5.2; Appendix 3.Y(iii)) 
containing an invitation to attend 
the public exhibitions was 
delivered to approximately 10,500 
households, businesses and 
institutions in the CCZ, including 
those groups that are defined as 
"hard to reach" (e.g. the elderly, 
young and minority groups). 

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

[the leaflet] will give background on the Project, the consultation 
process and how individuals can engage in it 

Paragraph 6.4.67 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) outlines that the 
leaflet included information on the 
following: 

 The Project 

 Who is Millbrook Power? 

 Planning and Public 
Consultation 

 The Need for Gas 
Generation 

 Why Rookery South Pit? 

 The Projects Key Details 

 Community Benefit 

 Environment 

 Key Milestones 
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 Your views? 

 Locations of where more 
information is available 

 Dates and locations of 
exhibitions in the local area 

 Information on how to get in 
touch with MPL 

 A freepost response form to 
allow comments about the 
project to be made. 

The leaflet is contained in 
Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 3.Y(iii)).  

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

The leaflet will be made available at libraries and council offices 
in the OCZ; 

Paragraph 6.4.78 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) outlines that during 
the s47 Phase 1 consultation hard 
copies of the information leaflet 
were made available at Bedford 
Borough Council, Central 
Bedfordshire Council, Bedford 
Library, Ampthill Library, Wootton 
Library, and the Marston Vale 
Forest Centre to be made 
available for public viewing.  
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Furthermore, in the contact made 
with parish councils in the OCZ 
(summarised in Table 6.4 of the 
Consultation Report) an offer was 
made to send copies of the leaflet 
if they wanted them. No requests 
were received. 

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

- Copies of the leaflet, the SoCC, The Preliminary 
Environmental Information Report and the Non-Technical 
Summary  as well as other information about the Project will be 
available (in addition to the main council offices of Central 
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council) at Marston 
Vale Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine, MK43 0PR which is 
open seven days a week between 10.00am and 4.00pm, as well 
as the following libraries: 
Bedford Library -Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG 
Ampthill Library -1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 
2NL 
Wootton Library - Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH 

Paragraph 6.4.63 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that the 
SoCC was made available to the 
public at the following locations: 

 Bedford Library 

 Ampthill Library 

 Wootton Library 

 Bedford Borough Council 

 Central Bedfordshire 
Council 

 Marston Vale Forest Centre  
 

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

- A website (www.millbrookpower.co.uk) provides information on 
the Project as well as access to documents, and provide visitors 
the opportunity to ask questions or make comments online; 

Yes, but note that by ‘make 
comments online’ we mean by 
email.  
The website address was made 
available on the leaflet (Document 
Reference 5.2; Appendix 3.Y.iii)), 
posters (Document Reference 5.2; 
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Appendix 3.W(i)), exhibition 
adverts (Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 4.A) and SoCC notice 
published in newspaper 
(Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 3.U). 

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

- An e-mail address to which individuals can write to provide 
their feedback is info@millbrookpower.co.uk;  

Yes. These details were made 
available on the MPL website, 
leaflet (Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 3.Y.iii)), posters 
(Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 3.W(i)), exhibition 
adverts (Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 4.A) and SoCC notice 
published in newspaper 
(Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 3.U).  

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

- A Freepost mailbox to which people can send questions or 
comments is Freepost RTE-JYYB-ERSR, Millbrook Power 
Limited 49 York Place, Edinburgh, EH1 3JD 

Yes. These details were made 
available on the MPL website, 
leaflet (Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 3.Y.iii)), posters 
(Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 3.W(i)), exhibition 
adverts (Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 4.A) and SoCC notice 
published in newspaper 

mailto:info@millbrookpower.co.uk
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(Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 3.U).  

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

- MPL will also notify the local community about the Project and 
the consultation events via posters on local noticeboards, 
newspaper advertisements and media coverage; 

Yes. Paragraphs 6.4.72 – 6.4.75 
of the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1) 
explains the advertising and 
publicity undertaken for s47 Phase 
1 consultation.  
 
Paragraph 6.4.73 confirms that 
posters advertising the 
consultation events (Appendix 
3.W(i)) were sent out by MPL to be 
displayed at community venues 
within the CCZ prior to the 
exhibitions. The distribution list for 
the posters is contained in 
Appendix 3.W(ii) (Document 
Reference 5.2).  
 
The Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1) 
paragraph 6.4.76 describes how 
MPL publicised the project via 
newspaper advertisements 
(Document Reference 5.2; 
Appendix 3.U).  
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Paragraph 6.4.92 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) summarises the 
media coverage during section 47 
(articles contained in Document 
Reference 5.2; Appendix 3.W)  

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

- In addition, MPL will contact a broad spectrum of local 
stakeholders. These will include elected representatives, local 
community, special interest groups (including those “hard to 
reach groups” such as the Community Engagement Network, 
the Older People’s Reference Group and the Youth Parliament), 
and local business groups. MPL will provide them with 
information on the Project and undertake briefings where 
appropriate. 

Table 6.1 of the Consultation 
Report (Document Reference 5.1) 
sumarises the meetings held 
between MPL and a range of key 
stakeholders between May 2014 
and October 2014, which involved 
Member briefings for both BBC 
and CBC Members. 
 
Paragraph 6.4.67 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that prior 
to the commencement of section 
47 exhibitions, a leaflet (contained 
in Appendix 3Y.iii; Document 
Reference 5.2) containing an 
invitation to attend the public 
exhibitions was delivered to 
approximately 10,500 households, 
businesses and institutions in the 
CCZ, including those groups that 
are defined as "hard to reach" 
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(e.g. the elderly, young and 
minority groups). 
 
Table 6.4 of the Consultation 
Report (Document Reference 5.1) 
summarises the contact that MPL 
made with ‘Hard to Reach’ groups. 
 
Table 6.8 of the Consultation 
Report (Document Reference 5.1) 
summarises the key stakeholder 
meetings that have taken place 
during the statutory Phase 1 
consultation period.  
 
Following close of statutory Phase 
1 consultation MPL has continued 
to engage with key stakeholders 
as outlined in section 6.5 of the 
Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1), with meetings 
summarized in Table 6.9.   
 
Paragraph 6.5.4 also confirms that  
MPL held further meetings with 
CBC, BBC and local parishes on 
the 4th February 2015 in order to 
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keep them apprised of 
developments.  

Public consultation 
c. how will we consult 

Comments made at any stage of the consultation process will 
be recorded and carefully considered by MPL as part of the 
process of preparing the final proposals for its application to the 
Planning Inspectorate. 

Chapter 7 of the Consultation 
Report (Document Reference 5.1) 
provides a summary of feedback 
and responses received during 
section 47 Phase 1 consultation. 
 
Section 7.6 summarises the 
outcomes of statutory Phase 1 
consultation and sets out how the 
Project evolved after the statutory 
Phase 1 consultation and identifies 
where changes made were 
outcomes of the consultation 
exercise. 
 
Appendix 5.F (Document 
Reference 5.2) contains 
respondents’ comments from the 
Phase 1 s47 exhibition and the 
MPL response.  

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.D: Phase 2 Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC) Compliance Checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Phase 2 Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) compliance checklist  

Section of SoCC Required Action Complete? 

Environmental 
Information and 
Impacts 

The extent and scale of the development and MPL’s proposals 
to mitigate its impacts will be consulted upon locally.  
 

Yes. Para. 8.5.54 - 8.5.62 of the Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) outlines how MPL carried out the Phase 2 
section 47 consultation with the local community (s47 
consultation).   
 
Para. 8.5.58 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) confirms that the aim of the Phase 2 section 47 consultation 
was to seek the views of the local community and key 
stakeholders on the preliminary environmental information 
presented about the Project and other key elements of the 
Project, following the changes that were made to the proposals 
since the Phase 1 consultation in 2014.          

Environmental 
Information and 
Impacts 

As part of the pre-application consultation materials on the 
proposed Project, MPL will publish a Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report ("PEIR") and a non-technical summary 
("NTS") of the same. 

Yes. Para. 8.5.61 of the Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that copies of the 2017 PEIR, 2017 
PEIR NTS (Appendix 3.T.i), 2017 PEIR Figures, Project 
Overview Document (Appendix 3.T.ii) and information leaflet 
(Appendix 3.Z.iii) were made available for members of the 
public during the Phase 2 Statutory Consultation to assist the 
consultees in responding to the consultation.   

Environmental 
Information and 
Impacts 

The PEIR presents the information gathered to date and 
provides the results of MPL’s preliminary assessments as to the 
likely significant environmental effects of the Project. 

Yes. The 2017 PEIR and the 2017 PEIR NTS (Appendix 3.T.i) 
provide results of preliminary assessment of the likely significant 
environmental effects of the Project.  

Environmental 
Information and 
Impacts 

During consultation, MPL will make available details on 
landscaping proposals and other measures to mitigate the 
Project’s impact.  
 

Yes. Embedded mitigation measures are outlined in the 2017 
PEIR. Where potential adverse effects are identified, additional 
mitigation measures are suggested including the use of 
planting.  
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Environmental 
Information and 
Impacts 

MPL will provide copies of the PEIR and the NTS to Central 
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council as the local 
planning authorities. Both documents will also be made 
available for public viewing at the following locations:  
 

• Central Bedfordshire Council main office in Chicksands, 
Shefford;  

• Bedford Borough Council’s Customer Service Centre in 
Bedford;  

• Marston Vale Forest Centre;  
• local libraries; 
• public exhibitions; and  
• MPL website.  
 

Technical appendices to the PEIR will be available in electronic 
form only at the council offices, libraries and Marston Vale 
Forest Centre. Printed copies of the PEIR technical appendices 
will be available to view at the public exhibitions.  

Yes. Para. 8.5.26 and Appendix 3.O of the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1) confirm that CBC and BBC are 
section 42(1)(b) consultees. 
 
Para. 8.5.32 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) confirm that all section 42 consultees received a paper 
copy of the 2017 PEIR NTS (Appendix 3.T.i) and the leaflets 
(Appendix 3.Z.iii) and a CD containing the 2017 PEIR,  2017 
PEIR NTS (Appendix 3.T.ii), 2017 PEIR Appendices and 2017 
PEIR Figures.  
 
Para. 8.5.61 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) confirms that during the Phase 2 section 47 consultation 
hard copies of the 2017 PEIR, 2017 PEIR NTS (Appendix 3.T.i), 
2017 PEIR Figures and an electronic copy of the 2017 PEIR 
appendices were made available to the public to view at the 
following locations:   
 

• Bedford Library; 
• Ampthill Library; 
• Wootton Library; 
• Bedford Borough Council Customer Service Centre; 
• Central Bedfordshire Council; and 
• Marston Vale Forest Centre.  

 
Para. 8.5.62 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) confirms that printed copies of the 2017 PEIR Appendices 
were made available to the public to view at the public 
exhibitions.   

Public consultation  
a). What are we 
consulting on and 
when? 

MPL wishes to commence a second phase of statutory 
consultation commencing on 29th May 2017 and finishing on 
2nd July 2017.  

Yes. Para. 8.5.55 of the Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that the Phase 2 statutory s47 
consultation commenced on 29th May 2017 and closed on 2nd 
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July 2017, representing a period of 35 days, thereby exceeding 
the statutory 28-day minimum requirement.  

Public consultation  
a). What are we 
consulting on and 
when? 

Seek [ing] views on the overall scope and impact of the Project, 
including the associated electrical connection and gas 
connection. Responses will, in particular, be invited on: 
 

• The Project, as currently proposed, including changes 
since the 2014 consultation; 

• The layout of the Generating Equipment within the 
Generating Equipment Site; 

• Proposed amendments to The Rookery South 
(Resource Recovery Facility) Order 2011; and 

• The findings of the preliminary assessment on the likely 
significant environmental effects of the Project during 
construction and operation, as set out in the PEIR. 

Yes. Para. 8.5.58 of the Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that the aim of the Phase 2 section 47 
consultation was to seek the views of the local community and 
key stakeholders on the following:  
 

• the layout of the Generating Equipment within the 
Generating Equipment Site; 

• the Project as a whole, including changes since the 
2014 consultation; 

• the interaction between the Project and the Rookery 
South RRF Project; and 

• the findings of the preliminary assessment on the likely 
significant environmental effects of the Project during 
construction and operation, as set out in the 2017 PEIR. 

 
Para. 8.5.60 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) confirms that the Phase 2 statutory section 47 consultation 
provided a mechanism for the local community and key 
stakeholders to influence certain aspect of the Project which 
include:   
 

• Layout of the Generating Equipment within the 
Generating Equipment Site; 

• Electrical Connections Options 1 and 2; and 
• Community benefits. 

 
The leaflet (Appendix 3.Z.iii of the Consultation Report, 
Document Reference 5.2) distributed within the Core 
Consultation Zone (CCZ) contained an invitation to attend the 
public exhibitions which stated that ‘MPL would like your views 
on: 
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• the layout of the Generating Equipment within the 

Generating Equipment Site; 
• the Project as a whole, including changes since the 

2014 consultation; 
• the interaction between the Project and the Rookery 

South RRF Project; and 
• the findings of the preliminary assessment on the likely 

significant environmental effects of the Project during 
construction and operation, as set out in the 2017 
PEIR’. 

Public consultation  
a). What are we 
consulting on and 
when? 

Only after MPL has had regard to the consultation responses 
received will the application for a DCO for the Project be 
finalised and submitted. 

Yes. Section 9 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) summarises how MPL has had regard to the feedback 
received from the Phase 2 statutory section 47 consultation. 
 
Appendix 5.G of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.2) contains respondents’ comments from the section 47 
consultation and the MPL responses. Regard has been had to 
responses received from the Phase 2 statutory section 47 
consultation in finalising the Project.  

Public consultation  
a). What are we 
consulting on and 
when? 

The consultation explained in this Statement [SoCC] will run for 
35 days ending on 2nd July 2017. Comments about the project 
must be received by MPL by this date.  

Yes. Para. 8.5.55 of the Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that the Phase 2 statutory section 47 
consultation commenced on 29th May 2017 and closed on 2nd 
July 2017, representing a period of 35 days, thereby exceeding 
the statutory 28-day minimum requirement. 

Public consultation 
b). who will we 
consult with? 

MPL will carry out its community consultation activities in two 
areas: a Core Consultation Zone (CCZ) that equates to a 5 km 
radius from the Power Generation Plant Site (Figure 1) and an 
Outer Consultation Zone (OCZ) that equates to a radius of 10 
km (Figure 2).  

Yes. Para. 8.5.12 to 8.5.15 of the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1) confirms that MPL will carry out 
consultation with the local community in two areas: a CCZ that 
equates to a 5 km radius from the Power Generation Plant Site 
(Figure 8.1; Document Reference 5.1) and an Outer 
Consultation Zone (OCZ) that equates to a radius of 10 km 
(Figure 8.2; Document Reference 5.1). 
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Para. 8.5.13 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) confirms that MPL focused its primary consultation activities 
(for example leaflet distribution) within the CCZ and carried out 
less intensive consultation activities (for example media 
coverage) across a wider area, the OCZ.  
 
The extent and rationale for the CCZ and OCZ are described 
and explained in para. 8.5.12 - 8.5.15 of the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1).  

Public consultation 
b). who will we 
consult with? 

An information leaflet will be sent to households, businesses 
and institutions in the CCZ. 

Yes. Para. 8.5.56 and 8.5.65 of the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1) explain that a leaflet (Appendix 
3.Z.ii) containing an invitation to attend the public exhibitions 
was delivered to approximately 13,000 households, businesses 
and institutions in the CCZ, including those groups that are 
defined as "hard to reach".  

Public consultation 
b). who will we 
consult with? 

The CCZ will be the focus of exhibitions. Yes. Public exhibitions were held in Marston Moretaine, 
Stewartby, Ampthill and Lidlington as set out in Table 8.5 of the 
Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1). 

Public consultation 
b). who will we 
consult with? 

Communities within the OCZ will be informed about the Project 
(via newspaper advertisements, posters, media coverage and 
contact with parish councils and other relevant local 
organisations in the OCZ) and given the opportunity to comment 
on our plans for the Project.  

Yes. The Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) 
describes how MPL publicised the project via various types of 
advertisements, as follows: 
 

• Newspaper advertisements (Para. 8.5.68) and Table 
8.4);  

• Posters advertising the consultation events were sent 
out by MPL to be displayed at community venues within 
the CCZ prior to the exhibitions, for example parish 
council noticeboards, local shops, post offices and 
doctors' surgeries (Para. 8.5.64). A copy of the poster 
and list of the locations that were sent a poster by MPL 
is contained within Appendix 3.X.i and Appendix 3.X.ii.   
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• Media coverage (Appendix 4.J.i - 4.J.x;).  
Communities were also informed via the MPL website and 
emails to parish councils in the OCZ and hard to reach groups 
(Table 8.3; Document Reference 5.1). 

Public consultation 
b. who will we 
consult with? 

Outside the two zones, there may well be others interested in 
MPL’s plans. These people will also be reached through 
local/regional newspaper advertising and media coverage (print, 
broadcast and social media).  

Yes. The Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) 
describes how MPL publicised the Project via various types of 
advertisements, as follows: 
 

• Newspaper advertisements (Para. 8.5.68) and Table 
8.4);  

• Posters advertising the consultation events were sent 
out by MPL to be displayed at community venues within 
the CCZ prior to the exhibitions, for example parish 
council noticeboards, local shops, post offices and 
doctors' surgeries (Para. 8.5.64). A copy of the poster 
and list of the locations that were sent a poster by MPL 
is contained within Appendix 3.X.i and Appendix 3.X.ii.   

• Media coverage (Appendix 4.J.i - 4.J.x;).  
 

Public consultation 
b. who will we 
consult with? 

Feedback that is received within the consultation period will be 
considered by MPL as it finalises its proposals for the Project. 

Yes. Para. 9.3.30– 9.3.60 of the Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) provides a summary of feedback received from 
the Phase 2 statutory s47 consultation.  
 
Section 11 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) summarises how feedback received from both the Phase 1 
and Phase 2 consultation has informed the development of the 
Project.  

Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

Public exhibitions will be held at Lidlington, Marston Moretaine, 
Stewartby and Ampthill within the CCZ (see the table below for 
locations and dates of the public exhibitions); 

Yes. Public exhibitions were held in Marston Moretaine, 
Stewartby, Ampthill and Lidlington as set out in Table 8.5 of the 
Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1).   
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Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

The leaflet will also be sent to those groups that are defined as 
“hard to reach” (such as the Community Engagement Network, 
the Older People’s Reference Group and the Youth Parliament). 

Yes. Para. 8.5.56 – 8.5.57 of the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1) explains that an information leaflet 
(Appendix 3.Z.iii) containing an invitation to attend the public 
exhibitions was delivered to approximately 13,000 households, 
businesses and institutions in the CCZ, including those groups 
that are defined as "hard to reach" (e.g. the elderly, young and 
minority groups).  

Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

[the leaflet] will give background on the Project, the consultation 
process and how individuals can engage in it.  

Yes. Para. 8.5.65 of the Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) outlines that the leaflet (Appendix 3.Z.iii) 
included information on the following: 

 
• The Project; 
• Planning & Public Consultation; 
• Why Rookery South Pit?; 
• Community Benefits; 
• Environment; 
• Your views; 
• Locations of where more information is available; 
• Dates and locations of exhibitions in the local area; 
• Information on how to get in touch with MPL; and 
• A freepost response form to allow comments about 

the project to be made.  
 

The leaflet is contained in Appendix 3.Z.iii.   

Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

The leaflet will be made available at libraries and council offices 
in the OCZ.  

Yes. Para. 8.5.61 of the Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that the leaflet (Appendix 3.Z.iii) was 
made available to the public at the following locations:  
 

• Bedford Library; 
• Ampthill Library; 
• Wootton Library; 
• Bedford Borough Council Customer Service Centre; 
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• Central Bedfordshire Council; and 
• Marston Vale Forest Centre.  

 
Para. 8.5.70 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) confirms that copies of the leaflet were also made available 
to the public at the public exhibitions. 

Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

Copies of the leaflet, the SoCC, a Consultation Document that 
will explain the Project as well as the proposed amendments to 
the Rookery South (Resource Recovery Facility) Order 2011, 
the PEIR and the PEIR NTS as well as other information about 
the Project will be available (in addition to the main council 
offices of Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough 
Council’s Customer Service Centre) at Marston Vale Forest 
Centre, Marston Moretaine, MK43 0PR which is open seven 
days a week between 10.00am and 4.00pm, as well as the 
following libraries: 
 

• Bedford Library  
• Ampthill Library  
• Wootton Library 

Yes. Para. 8.5.61 of the Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that during the Phase 2 Section 47 
consultation period the Phase 2 SoCC (Appendix 2.E), Phase 2 
Consultation Plan (Appendix  2.E), 2017 PEIR, the 2017 PEIR 
NTS (Appendix 3.T.i), 2017 PEIR Figures and Project Overview 
Document (Appendix 3.T.ii) were made available to the public at 
the following locations:  
 

• Bedford Library; 
• Ampthill Library; 
• Wootton Library; 
• Bedford Borough Council Customer Service Centre; 
• Central Bedfordshire Council; and 
• Marston Vale Forest Centre.  

Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

A website (www.millbrookpower.co.uk) provides information on 
the Project as well as access to documents, and provide visitors 
with the opportunity to ask questions or make comments online;  

Yes. Website visitors are able to make by emailing questions or 
comments to ‘info@millbrookpower.co.uk’. The website also 
contains a Frequently Asked Questions page 
(http://www.millbrookpower.co.uk/faqs/).  
 
The website address details were made available on the leaflet 
(Appendix 3.Z.ii), posters (Appendix 3.X.i), exhibition adverts 
(Appendix 4.B) and SoCC newspaper notices (Appendix 4.B). 

Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

An e-mail address to which individuals can write to provide their 
feedback is info@millbrookpower.co.uk;  

Yes. MPL website visitors are able to make by emailing 
questions or comments to ‘info@millbrookpower.co.uk’. The 
website also contains a Frequently Asked Questions page 
(http://www.millbrookpower.co.uk/faqs/).  
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The email address details were made available on the leaflet 
(Appendix 3.Z.ii), posters (Appendix 3.X.i), exhibition adverts 
(Appendix 4.B) and SoCC newspaper notices (Appendix 4.B). 

Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

A Freepost mailbox to which people can send questions or 
comments is Freepost plus RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT, Millbrook Power 
Ltd, 49 York Place, Edinburgh, EH1 3JD; 

Yes. These details were made available on the MPL website, 
leaflet (Appendix 3.Z.ii), posters (Appendix 3.X.i), exhibition 
adverts (Appendix 4.B) and SoCC newspaper notices (Appendix 
4.B). 

Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

MPL will also notify the local community about the Project and 
the consultation events via posters on local noticeboards, 
newspaper advertisements and media coverage;  

Yes. Para. 8.5.63 – 8.5.68 of the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1) documents the advertising and 
publicity undertaken for section 47 consultation.   
 
Para. 8.5.64 confirms that posters advertising the consultation 
events (Appendix 3.X.i) were sent out by MPL to be displayed at 
community venues within the CCZ prior to the exhibitions. The 
distribution list for the posters is contained in Appendix 3.X.ii.  
 
Para. 8.5.68 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) describes how MPL publicised the project via newspaper 
advertisements (Appendix 4.B).   
 
Para. 8.5.74 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) summarises the media coverage during the Phase 2 
section 47 consultation period (articles contained in Document 
Reference 5.2; Appendix 4.J).  

Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

In addition, MPL will contact a broad spectrum of local 
stakeholders. These will include elected representatives, local 
community, special interest groups (including those “hard to 
reach groups” such as the Community Engagement Network, 
the Older People’s Reference Group and the Youth Parliament), 
and local business groups. MPL will provide them with 

Yes. Para. 8.5.65 of the Consultation Report (Document 
Reference 5.1) confirms that prior to the commencement of 
section 47 exhibitions, a leaflet (Appendix 3.Z.ii) containing an 
invitation to attend the public exhibitions was delivered to 
approximately 13,000 households, businesses and institutions 
in the CCZ, including those groups that are defined as "hard to 
reach". 
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information on the Project and undertake briefings where 
appropriate.  

 
Para. 8.5.66 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) summarises the contact that MPL made with ‘Hard to 
Reach’ groups.  
 
Table 8.6 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) 
summarises the communication between MPL and a range of 
key stakeholders during the Phase 2 Section 47 consultation 
period between 29th May 2017 and 2nd July 2017.  

Public consultation 
c. how will we 
consult 

Comments made at any stage of the consultation process will 
be recorded and carefully considered by MPL as part of the 
process of preparing the final proposals for its application to the 
Planning Inspectorate.  

Yes. Para. 9.3.30 – 9.3.60 of the Consultation Report 
(Document Reference 5.1) provides a summary of feedback 
received from the Phase 2 statutory s47 consultation. Appendix 
5.G contains respondents’ comments from the Phase 2 section 
47 exhibition and the MPL response.  
 
Section 11 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 
5.1) summarises how feedback received from both the Phase 1 
and Phase 2 consultation has informed the development of the 
Project.  

 

 

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.E: Phase 1 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.E.(i) Section 48 Notice published in The Independent (9th October 2014) 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.E: Phase 1 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.E(ii) Section 48 Notice published in London Gazette (9th October 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  







 
 
 

Appendix 4.E: Phase 1 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.E(iii) Section 48 Notice published in Bedford Times and Citizen (2nd October 

2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.E: Phase 1 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.E(iv) Section 48 Notice published in Bedfordshire on Sunday (5th October 

2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.E: Phase 1 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.E(v) Section 48 Notice published in Bedford Times and Citizen (9th October 

2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.E: Phase 1 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.E(vi) Section 48 Notice published in Bedfordshire on Sunday (12th October 

2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.F: Phase 2 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.F(i) Section 48 Notice published in Bedford Times and Citizen (18th May 

2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.F: Phase 2 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.F(ii) Section 48 Notice published in Bedfordshire on Sunday (21st May 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.F: Phase 2 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.F(iii) Section 48 Notice published in Bedford Times and Citizen (25th May 

2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



58 Bedford Times & Citizen Thursday, May 25, 2017

THE BUYING
HABITS
OF YOUR

CUSTOMERS
HAVE CHANGED...

HAS YOUR
ADVERTISING?

Call today on 0207 084 5207

Section 48, Planning Act 2008 - Regulation 4 Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009. Notice of

proposed application for a Development Consent Order to construct and operate the Millbrook Power Project, Rookery South Pit, Bedfordshire
1 Notice is hereby given that Millbrook Power Limited ("MPL") of Drax Power Station, Drax, Selby North Yorkshire, YO8 8PH intends to apply to the Secretary of State for a Development

Consent Order ("DCO") pursuant to section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) to authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of an up to 299 megawatts ("MW") gas-

fired electricity generation project at the former clay extraction site in Bedfordshire.

2 This project comprises a power generation plant, associated gas connection to the National Transmission System (NTS) and electrical connection to the National Grid Electricity

Transmission System (NETS) (together, the "Project"). MPL intends to submit its DCO application for the Project in Q4 2017.

3 MPL was recently acquired by the UK energy company Drax Group PLC (Drax). Drax is seeking to develop gas-fired power stations at Millbrook and elsewhere in the UK to support the

Government's drive to a low carbon economy by providing back up to the National Grid and plugging the gaps created by intermittent renewables.

4 The Project was taken through the first stages of the DCO planning application process in 2014. However, due to market and political uncertainty, in March 2015 MPL put on hold its plans for

the Project and notified the public that it was doing so. Under the new ownership of Drax, the Project is now once again being taken forward in acknowledgement of the fact that there

remains a national need for new gas-fired power stations to be built in the UK.

5 The site for the generating equipment covers an area of approximately 4 ha and is located within Rookery South Pit (approximate grid reference 501373, 240734), which itself covers

approximately 95 ha.

6 The proposed DCO would, among other things, license and authorise:

i. The construction, operation and maintenance of an open cycle gas turbine power generation plant consisting of one gas turbine generator fuelled by natural gas with a rated electrical

output of up to 299 MW.

ii. Provision of:

a. One gas turbine generator;

b. One exhaust gas emission flue stack;

c. Fin fan coolers;

d. An administration building and office, workshop, store building, control room, telemetry apparatus, maintenance compound and emergency generator;

e. A fire water tank and demineralised water storage tank;

f. Security infrastructure, including cameras, perimeter fencing and a gatehouse;

g. Site lighting infrastructure, including perimeter lighting columns

h. Internal roadways, car parking, pedestrian network, cycle parking, hardstanding and water trailers;

i. Site vehicular access(es), including a proposed access road from Green Lane to the site;

j. A 400 kV electrical connection to export electricity produced by the power generation plant to the NETS. This will comprise a new substation connected to the existing

400kV overhead lines via underground cables. This part of the project may be delivered in one of two ways:

i. Option 1 – this would require replacing one existing tower with a new tower and two Sealing End Compounds (SECs) which would be connected to the

substation via underground cables. This option would result in no net additional towers; or

ii. Option 2 - this would require replacing one existing tower with a new tower and one larger SEC which would be connected to the substation via underground

cables. This option would result in no net additional towers.

Site vehicular access is required to the SEC(s)

k. A transformer compound located within the generating equipment site containing a generator step up transformer, unit and other transformers, overhead line gantry and

associated equipment;

l. A substation located adjacent to the western boundary of the power generation plant within Rookery South Pit;

m. A new underground gas pipeline connection to import natural gas from the NTS to the power generation plant;

n. An above ground installation at the NTS connection point containing:

i a minimum offtake connection (MOC) facility comprising a remotely operable valve, control and instrumentation kiosk and electrical supply kiosk;

ii. a pipeline inspection gauge (PIG) facility, comprising a PIG launching facility, emergency control valve, isolation valve and control and instrumentation and

electricity supply kiosks; and

iii. access to the compound.

o. A natural gas receiving station and compound at the generating equipment site containing:

i. a PIG receiving facility;

ii. isolation valve;

iii. control and instrumentation kiosks; and

iv. gas filters, metering, heating boiler and (if required) compressors.

v. Emergency generator

p. Temporary construction compound(s) for the power generation plant, gas connection and electrical connection together with access(es);

q. Site drainage and waste management infrastructure;

r. Electricity, water, wastewater and telecommunications and other services; and

s. The following additional measures may also be taken by the applicant if required:

i. Tree and hedge removal along the gas and electricity connection routes;

ii. Planting, landscaping and ecological mitigation, permanent and temporary fencing;

iii. The temporary stopping up of public footpath(s) during the construction works described above;

iv. Permanent and temporary changes to the highway network for the Project;

v. The permanent and / or temporary compulsory acquisition of land and / or rights in land for the Project;

vi. The required, overriding of easements and other rights over or affecting land for the Project;

vii. The application and/or disapplication of legislation relevant to the Project;

viii. Construction, operation and maintenance of associated development, including, but not limited to, those items listed in paragraph 6 above;

ix. High voltage and low voltage cabling, equipment and controls and associated telemetry and electrical protection auxiliary cabling;

x. Underground gas pipeline connection(s), associated telemetry and cathodic protection test / transformer rectifier unit; and

xi. Such ancillary, incidental and consequential works, provisions, permits, consents, waivers or releases as are necessary and/or convenient for the

successful construction, operation and maintenance of the Project.

7 Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The Project is classified as EIA development under the Infrastructure Planning

(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 (EIA Regulations 2009). The proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an Environmental Statement (ES).

The ES will provide a detailed Project description and consider the likely significant environmental effects, both positive and negative, of the Project.

8 The Project falls under the EIA Regulations 2009 regime and not the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations 2017) regime. This is

because a scoping opinion was requested from the Secretary of State under the EIA Regulations 2009 before the commencement of the EIA Regulations 2017. This means that, in

accordance with the transitional arrangements at Regulation 37 of the EIA Regulations 2017, the EIA Regulations 2009 will continue to apply to the Project.

9 Information (including plans and maps) about the nature and location of the Project, as well as the information so far compiled about the Project's likely significant environmental effects is

contained in a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) and summarised in a Non-Technical Summary of the PEIR (the "Documents"). The Documents will be available to view

or download free of charge from the Project website from 29th May 2017. The Project website is located at the following link: www.millbrookpower.co.uk.

10 The Documents will be available to view free of charge from 29th May 2017 to 2 July 2017 at the following libraries.

Bedford Library

Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG

Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri: 09.00 – 18.00 Thurs: 09.00 – 13.00 Sat: 09.00 – 17.00 Sun: Closed

Ampthill Library

1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL

Mon/Wed/Fri: 10.00 – 18.00 Tues: Closed Thurs: 14.00 – 18.00 Sat: 10.00 – 13.00 Sun: Closed

Wootton Library

Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH

Mon/Fri: 14.00 – 18.00 Tues: Closed Wed: 10.00 – 13.00 / 14.00 -18.00 Thurs: Closed Sat: 10.00 – 13.00 Sun: Closed

11 The Documents will also be available to view free of charge from 29th May 2017 at the following locations:

Central Bedfordshire Council main offices, Priory House,

Chicksands, Shefford, SG17 5TQ

Tel. 0300 3008301

Bedford Borough Council Customer Service Centre, 2

Horne Lane, Bedford, MK40 1RA

Tel. 01234 267422

Marston Vale Forest Centre, Station Road, Marston

Moretaine, MK43 0PR

Tel. 01234 767037

12 The technical appendices to the PEIR will only be available electronically at the libraries, council offices and Forest Centre listed above.

13 The Documents will also be available to view free of charge at public exhibitions, which will be held by MPL between the 9th June 2017 and 13th June 2017 at the following locations:

Friday 9th June 2017 - 15.00-19.30 Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston Moretaine, MK43 0LD

Saturday 10th June 2017 - 09.00-13.00 Stewartby Club, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43 9NB

Monday 12th June 2017 - 16.00-20.00 Wingfield Club, 37 Church Street, Ampthill, MK45 2PL

Tuesday 13th June 2017 - 12.30- 15.30 Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43 0RT

14 The Documents can be obtained by writing to: Millbrook Power Limited, 49 York Place, Edinburgh, EH1 3JD. A reasonable copying charge may apply up to a maximum of £250 for the full

suite of Documents and £10 for an electronic copy on CD. Copies of individual Documents are also available on request.

15 If you wish to respond to this notice, or make any representations in respect of the Project as it is currently proposed, these should be sent to MPL. When making a response or

representation, please include your name and an address where correspondence about your response or representation can be sent.

16 Responses or representations may be submitted in the following ways:

Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk Phone: 0131 550 3380

Freepost: Freepost plus RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT, Millbrook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, Edinburgh, EH1 3JD

17 Your comments will be analysed by MPL and any appointed agent of MPL. Copies may be made available, in due course, to the Planning Inspectorate, Secretary of State and other relevant

statutory authorities so that your comments can be noted. We will request that your personal details are not placed on the public record. Your personal details will be held securely by MPL

and any appointed agent of MPL in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 and will be used solely in connection with the consultation process and subsequent development consent

application(s) and, except as noted above, will not be passed to any third parties.

18 Please note that all responses and representations on the Project must be received by MPL on or before 5.00pm on 2nd July 2017.

MARGARET EVELYN
ROCKER (Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925
any persons having a claim against
or an interest in the Estate of the
aforementioned deceased, late of
Room 106 Lilibet Manor 19 Linden
Road Bedford MK40 2DQ, who
died on 11/01/2017, are required
to send particulars thereof in writing
to the undersigned Solicitors on or
before 04/08/2017, after which date
the Estate will be distributed having
regard only to claims and interests
of which they have had notice.
KNOWLES BENNING LLP
32 High Street Shefford
Bedfordshire SG17 5DG
(Ref: DAS/067956/2) T502206

Goods Vehicle Operator's Licence
MALGORZATA BODYS, TRADING AS
GMBODYS LTD, of 173 ASHMEAD ROAD,
BEDFORD, MK41 7FD is applying for a
licence to use BEAUMONT FARM, SILSOE,
MK45 4HD as an operating centre for 1
goods vehicle and 1 trailers. Owners or
occupiers of land (including buildings) near
the Operating Centre(s) who believe that
their use or enjoyment of that land would
be affected, should make written
representations to the Traffic Commissioner
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane,
Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within
21 days of this notice. Representors must at
the same time send a copy of their
representations to the applicant at the
address at the top of this notice. A Guide to
Making Representations is available from the
Traffic Commissioner's office.

THE LICENSING ACT 2003
NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO VARY A LICENCE

We, Ampthill Town Council and Ampthill Festival
Committee of Ampthill Great Park, Woburn Street,
Ampthill, MK45 2HX are applying for a VARIATION
of a Premises Licence. If granted, the licence will
enable the following to take place: TO VARY THE
CAPACITY. Persons wishing to make
representations in respect of this application may do
so in writing to Public Protection, Central
Bedfordshire Council, Watling House, High Street
North, Dunstable, LU6 1LF, within 28 days from the
date of this notice. A copy of the application is also
kept at the above address and may be viewed
during normal office hours. It is an offence under
Section 158 of The Licensing Act 2003, to make a
false statement in or in connection with this
application. Those who make a false statement may
be liable on summary conviction to a fine of any
amount.
Ampthill Town Council, 23

rd
May 2017.

PUBLIC NOTICES



 
 
 

Appendix 4.F: Phase 2 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.F(iv) Section 48 Notice published in the Times (25th May 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.F: Phase 2 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.F(v) Section 48 Notice published in London Gazette (25th May 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.F: Phase 2 Section 48 – Statutory 
publicity: Section 48 Notices as published in 
national and local newspapers 

4.F(vi) Section 48 Notice published in Bedfordshire on Sunday (28th May 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.G: Phase 1 Section 48: Notification 
under Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)) 
Regulations 2009 (the EIA Regulations) (as 
amended) 

4.G(i) List of consultees notified under Regulation 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Consultee body Contact 
title (Mr, 
Mrs etc, 
enter 
nothing 
where we 

Contact 
First Name 
or Initial

Contact Surname Contact Role Contact Address 
Line 1

Contact Address 
Line 2

Contact Address 
Line 3

Contact 
Address Line 
4

Contact 
Address City

Contact Address 
County

Contact 
Address 
Postcode

Health and Safety Executive Ms Laura Evans Health and 
Safety Executive

NSIP Consultations 5.S.2 Redgrave 
Court

Merton Road Bootle L20 7HS

Bedfordshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group

Chief Executive Capability House Silsoe Bedfordshire MK45 4HR

Natural England Angela Leigh Sustainable 
Development

Electra Way Crewe Business 
Park

Crewe Cheshire CW1 6GJ

English Heritage Mr Shane Gould 1 Waterhouse Sq 138-142 Holborn London EC1N 2ST

English Heritage - East of 
England

Mr Will Fletcher Brooklands 24 Brooklands 
Avenue 

Cambridge CB2 2BU

Bedfordshire Fire and 
Rescue

Chief Fire Officer Southfields Road Kempston Bedford MK42 9AX

Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for 
Bedfordshire

Mr Olly Martins Bridgebury House Woburn Road Kemston Bedford MK43 9AX

Stewartby Parish Council Ms Vicky Gladstone Clerk 4 Adams Court Woughton on the 
Green

Milton Keynes MK6 3EL

Houghton Conquest Parish 
Council

Ms Gill Wiggs Clerk 10 Parklands Bedford Bedfordshire MK41 9LZ

Ampthill Town Council Ms Dawn Sutherns Town Clerk 66 Dunstable Street Ampthill Bedfordshire MK45 2JS

Millbrook Parish Meeting Ms Lyn Lyman Parish Meeting 
Clerk

Lodge Cottage School Lane Husborne 
Crawley

Bedfordshire MK43 0UY

Marston Moreteyne Parish 
Council

Ms Hazel Trustam Parish Clerk 30 Armstrong Close Wilstead Bedford MK45 3EJ

The Environment Agency Sally Holloway Environment 
Agency

Horizon House Deanery Road Bristol BS1 5AH

The Environment Agency - 
Central Area Office

Mr Neville Benn Sustainable 
places team East 
Anglia

Bromholme Lane Brampton Huntingdon Cambs PE28 4NE

Chilterns Conservation Board Mr Colin White The Lodge 90 Station Road Chinnor Oxon OX39 4HA

Civil Aviation Authority ORA5 Directorate of 
Airspace Policy

CAA House 45-59 Kingsway London WC2B GTE

The Highways Agency - East Mr Rio D'Souza Woodlands Manton Lane Manton Industrial 
Estate

Bedford MK41 7LW

Bedford Borough Council Head of 
Highways 

6th Floor Borough Hall Bedford MK42 9AP

Central Bedfordshire Council Head of 
Highways 

Borough Hall Cauldwell Street Bedford MK42 9AP

The Coal Authority Ms Rachel Bust 200 Lichfield Lane Mansfield Nottinghamshire NH18 4RG

Public Health England Barbara Fothergill NSIP Team NSIP Consultation 
Team 1 CRCE

Chilton Didcot Oxon OX11 0RQ

The Crown Estate Dr David Tudor Planning and 
Consents 
Manager

16 New Burlington 
Place 

London W1S 2HX



Forestry Commission East & East 
Midlands England 
District Office

Santon Downham Brandon Suffolk IP27 0TJ

Ministry of Defence DIO Headquarters Kingston Road Sutton 
Coldfield

West Midlands B75 7RL

NHS England NHS 
Commissioning 
Board

PO Box 16728 Redditch B97 9PT

Bedfordshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group

Chief Executive Capability House Silsoe Bedfordshire MK45 4HR

Hertfordshire and the South 
Midlands Area Team

Chief Executive Charter House Parkway Welwyn 
Garden City

Hertfordshire AL8 6JL

Bedford Hospital NHS Trust Chief Executive South Wing Kempston Road Bedford MK42 9DJ

South Essex Partnership 
University NHS Foundation 
Trust

Chief Executive The Lodge The Chase Wickford Essex SS11 7XX 

East of England Ambulance 
Service 

Chief Executive East of England 
Ambulance 
Headquarters 

Whiting Way Melbourn Cambridgeshire SG8 6EN

Network Rail Infrastructure 
LTD

Mr Tom Higgenson Network Rail 
Infrastructure Ltd

1 Eversholt Street London NW1 2DN

Network Rail Infrastructure 
LTD

The 
secretary

Network Rail 
Infrastructure Ltd

Kings Place  90 York Way London N1 9AG

Highways Agency Historical 
Railways Estate 

Mr Malcolm 
Wood

Hudson House Toft Green York YO1 6HP

The Canal and River Trust Ms Jane Hennell The Dock Office Commercial Road Gloucester GL 1 2EB

Bedford & Milton Keynes 
Waterway Trust

Mr Graham Mabbutt 30 St John Street Newport 
Pagnell

MK16 8HJ

NATS En Route (NERL) 
Safeguarding 

Mail Box 25 NATS Corporate 
and Technical 
Centre 

4000 Parkway Whiteley Fareham Hampshire PO15 7FL

Royal Mail Group 100 Victoria 
Embankment

London EC4Y 0HQ

Anglian Water Planning & 
Equivalence 
Team

Thorpe Wood House Thorpe Wood Peterborough PE3 6WT

Energetics Gas Limited International House Stanley Boulevard Hamilton 
International 
Technology Park

Glasgow G72 0BN

ES Pipelines Ltd Mr Alan Slee Hazeldean Station Road Leatherhead Surrey KT22 7AA
ESP Connections Ltd Mr Alan Slee Hazeldean Station Road Leatherhead Surrey KT22 7AA
ESP Networks Ltd Mr Alan Slee Hazeldean Station Road Leatherhead Surrey KT22 7AA
ESP Pipelines Ltd Mr Alan Slee Hazeldean Station Road Leatherhead Surrey KT22 7AA
Fulcrum Pipelines Limited 2 Europa View Sheffield 

Business Park
Sheffield S9 1XH

GTC Pipelines Limited Energy House Woolpit Business 
Park

Woolpit Bury St 
Edmunds 

Suffolk IP30 9UP

Independent Pipelines 
Limited 

Energy House Woolpit Business 
Park

Woolpit Bury St 
Edmunds 

Suffolk IP30 9UP

LNG Portable Pipeline 
Services Limited

Cadarache Bere Court Pangbourne Reading RG8 8HT



National Grid Gas Plc Asset Protection - 
Town Planner

Land and 
Development 

Warwick 
Technology Park

Gallows Hill Warwick CV34 6DA

National Grid Plc The Company 
Secretary

1-3 Strand London WC2N 5EH

Quadrant Pipelines Ltd Energy House Woolpit Business 
Park

Woolpit Bury St 
Edmunds

Suffolk IP30 9UP

SSE Pipelines Ltd 55 Vastern Road Reading RG1 8BU
Scotland Gas Networks Plc Axis House 5 Lonehead Drove Newbridge Edinburgh EH28 8TG

Southern Gas Networks Plc St Lawrence House Station Road Horley Surrey RH6 9HJ

Northern Gas Networks Ltd 1100 Century way Thorpe Park 
Business Park

Colton Leeds LS15 8TU

Wales and West Utilities Ltd Wales and West 
House

Spooner Close Celtic Springs Newport NP10 8FZ

Energetics Electricity Limited International House Stanley Boulevard Hamilton 
International 
Technology Park

Glasgow South 
Lanarkshire

G72 0BN

ESP Electricity Limited Mr Alan Slee Hazeldean Station Road Leatherhead Surrey KT22 7AA
Independent Power 
Networks Limited

Energy House Woolpit Business 
Park

Woolpit Bury St 
Edmunds

Suffolk IP30 9UP

The Electricity Network 
Company Limited

Energy House Woolpit Business 
Park

Woolpit Bury St 
Edmunds

Suffolk IP30 9UP

Eastern Power Networks Plc Newington House 237 Southwark 
Bridge Road

London SE1 6NP 

UK Power Networks Limited Newington House 237 Southwark 
Bridge Road

London SE1 6NP 

National Grid Electricity 
Transmission Plc

Asset Protection - 
Town Planner

National Grid Land and 
Development

Warwick 
Technology Park

Gallows Hill Warwick CV34 6DA

National Grid Plc (Gas) The Company 
Secretary

1-3 The Strand London WC2N 5EH

National Grid Plc (Electricity) The Company 
Secretary

1-3 The Strand London WC2N 5EH

Bedford group of ID Boards Vale House Broadmead Road Stewartby Bedfordshire MK43 9ND

Anglian Water Services ltd The Company 
Secretary

Anglian House Ambury Road 
South

Huntingdon PE29 3NZ

British Telecommunications 
Ltd

The Company 
Secretary

British 
Telecommunications  
PLC

BT Centre 81 Newgate 
Street

London EC1A 7AJ

Instalcom Limited The Secretary Instalcom Limited Borehamwood 
Industrial Park

Rowley Lane Borehamwood WD6 5PZ

Vodafone Limited The Secretary Vodafone Limited The Connection Newbury RG14 2FN
Oil and Pipelines Agency C/o Fisher 

German LLP
GPSS Po Box 7273 Ashby De La 

Zouch
Leicestershire LE65 2BY

Ministry of Defence c/o Fisher 
German LLP

GPSS Po Box 7273 Ashby De La 
Zouch

Leicestershire LE65 2BY

Bedford Borough Council Head of Planning 4th Floor Borough 
Hall 

Cauldwell Street Bedford MK42 9AP



Central Bedfordshire Council Head of Planning 
C/O Team 
Leader Major 
Applications 
Environment 
and Sustainable 
communities

Priory House Monks Walk Chicksands Shefford Bedfordshire SG17 5TQ

Huntingdonshire District 
Council

Head of Planning 
- FAO Planning 
Dept

Pathfinder House St Mary's Street Huntingdon Cambridgeshire PE29 3TN

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

Head of Planning 
- FAO Planning 
Dept

South 
Cambridgeshire Hall

Cambourne 
Business Park

Cambourne Cambridge CB23 6EA

North Hertfordshire District 
Council

Head of Planning PO Box 480 Hertford Hertfordshire M33 0DE

Luton Borough Council Head of Planning 
- FAO Planning 
Dept

Town Hall George Street Luton Bedfordshire LU1 2BQ

St Albans City & District 
Council

Head of Planning Civic Centre St Peter's Street St Albans Hertfordshire AL1 3JE

Dacorum Borough Council Head of Planning Civic Centre Marlowes Hemel 
Hempstead

Hertfordshire HP1 1HH

Buckinghamshire County 
Council

Head of Planning County Hall Walton Street Aylesbury Buckinghamshir
e

HP20 1UA

Aylesbury Vale District 
Council

Head of Planning The Gateway Gatehouse Road Aylesbury Buckinghamshir
e

HP20 1SD

Milton Keynes Council Head of Planning Civic Centre 1 Saxon Gate East Milton Keynes MK9 3EJ

Wellingborough Council Head of Planning Swanspool House Doddington Road Wellingborough NN8 1BP

Northamptonshire County Head of Planning John Dryden House 8-10 The Lakes Northampton NN4 7YD

Hertfordshire County Council Head of Planning County Hall Pegs lane Hertford Hertfordshire SG13 8DQ

Cambridgeshire County 
council

Head of Planning Box CC 1213 Shire 
Hall 

Cambridge CB3 OAP

East Northamptonshire 
Council

Head of Planning Cedar Drive Trapston Northants NN14 4LZ

Secretary of State for 
Defence

C/o Fisher 
German LLP

GPSS Po Box 7273 Ashby De La 
Zouch

Leicestershire LE65 2BY

Planning Inspectorate National 
Infrastructure 
Directorate

Temple Quay House Temple Quay Bristol BS1 6PN



 
 
 

Appendix 4.G: Phase 1 Section 48: Notification 
under Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)) 
Regulations 2009 (the EIA Regulations) (as 
amended) 

4.G(ii) Regulation 11 cover letter sent to consultees with enclosed Section 48 

Notice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
Your ref:   

Our ref: PGW/MPL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
<Address> 
 
 
 
  
 
Dear Sir/Madam  
 
 
Re: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire 
 
Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2009 (the EIA Regulations) (as amended) 
 
Peter Brett Associates act for Millbrook Power limited. 
 
Millbrook Power Limited ("MPL") intends to apply to the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate 
Change for a Development Consent Order ("DCO") under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 
2008 Act”) to authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of a gas fired power station 
project together with its integral gas and electrical connections (the "Project"). MPL is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Watt Power Limited, a company that develops gas fired power station projects 
in the United Kingdom. 
 
The EIA Regulations require the carrying out of an Environmental Impact Assessment in relation to 
certain applications for DCOs. All development in Schedule 1 (“Schedule 1 development”) requires 
an EIA. The definition of Schedule 1 development includes thermal generating stations with a heat 
output of 300 MW or more. MPL therefore proposes to provide an Environmental Statement as part 
of its application for a DCO for the Project.  
 
Under section 48 of the 2008 Act and Regulation 4 of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: 
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009, MPL is publishing a notice of the proposed 
application for a DCO for the Project in the London Gazette, the Independent, Bedfordshire on 
Sunday and the Bedfordshire Citizen. Regulation 11 of the EIA Regulations requires that MPL 
sends a copy of its section 48 notice to the consultation bodies (as defined in the EIA Regulations) 
and to any person notified to the applicant in accordance with regulation 9(1)(c) of the EIA 
Regulations, at the same time as publishing its section 48 notice.  
 

Peter  Bret t  

Associates  LLP 

16 Brewhouse Yard 

Clerkenwel l  

London,  EC1V 4LJ 

 

T:  07552 276384 

E:  

pwormald@peterbret t .

com 
 

 
Registered Office: Caversham Bridge House, Waterman Place, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8DN. UK. T: +44 (0)118 950 0761 F: +44 (0)118 959 7498 
Peter Brett Associates LLP is a limited liability partnership and is registered in England and Wales with registered number OC334398. 
A list of members’ names is open to inspection at our registered office. Brett Consulting Limited is wholly owned by Peter Brett Associates LLP. 
Registered number: 07765026. 
 

Roger Tym & Partners is part of Peter Brett Associates LLP.       www.peterbrett.com 

 



 

Accordingly, MPL hereby provides a copy of the section 48 notice to you. 
 
In addition, by separate letter, you will be invited to comment on the MPL proposals during the 
forthcoming phase of statutory consultation.  
 
Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact:  
 
Millbrook Power Ltd, 
49 York Place,  
Edinburgh 
EH1 3JD 
 
0131 550 3380 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
Paul Wormald 
Director of Planning for Waste and Energy 
 
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP 
16 Brewhouse Yard, Clerkenwell, London, EC1V 4LJ 
m   07552 276384 
e pwormald@peterbrett.com  
w www.peterbrett.com  
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Section 48, Planning Act 2008 
Regulation 4 Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 
 
Notice of proposed application for a Development Consent Order to construct and operate the 
Millbrook Power Project, Rookery South Pit, Bedfordshire 
 
1. Notice is hereby given that Millbrook Power Limited ("MPL") of 33 Cavendish Square, London 

W1G 0PW, intends to apply to the Secretary of State for a Development Consent Order ("DCO") 
pursuant to section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) to authorise the construction, 
operation and maintenance of an up to 299 megawatts ("MW") gas-fired electricity generation 
project at the former clay extraction site in Bedfordshire. This project comprises a power 
generation plant and integral gas and electrical connections to connect the power generation 
plant to the national transmission system and existing overhead transmission line respectively 
(together, the "Project"). MPL's application is likely to be submitted in Q1 of 2015. 

2. MPL has been established by Watt Power Limited to develop the Project. Watt Power Limited is 
seeking to develop gas-fired power stations at Millbrook and elsewhere in the UK to support the 
UK Government's drive to a low carbon economy. 

3. The site for the generating equipment covers an area of approximately 4 ha and is located within 
Rookery South Pit (approximate grid reference 501373, 240734), which itself covers 

approximately 90 ha. 
4. The proposed DCO would, among other things, license and authorise:  

i. The construction, operation and maintenance of a Simple Cycle Gas Turbine power 
generation plant consisting of up to five gas turbine generators ("GTG") fuelled by natural gas 
with a rated electrical output of between 50 and 299MW.   

ii. Provision of: 
a. Up to 5 GTGs;   
b. Up to 5 exhaust gas emission flue stacks, each up to 40m in height; 
c. An administration building and office, workshop, store, control building, telemetry 

apparatus and blackstart generator; 
d. A fire water tank and demineralised water storage tank;  
e. Security infrastructure, including cameras, perimeter fencing and a gatehouse; 
f. Site lighting infrastructure, including perimeter lighting columns; 
g. Internal roadways, car parking, pedestrian network, cycle parking and potentially 

hardstanding for planned maintenance car parking; 
h. Site vehicular access(es), including a proposed access road from Green Lane to the site;  

i. A 400 kV electrical connection to export electricity produced by the power generation 
plant to the National Grid Electricity Transmission System. This may take the form of up 
to two overhead lines [of 400kV] including up to seven transmission towers (one of which 
will be replacing an existing tower and is likely to be located in close proximity to the 
location of that existing tower, thereby resulting in 6 net additional towers) to connect to 
the existing 400 kV overhead line; 

j. A switchyard / banking compound located within the generating equipment site containing 
up to six transformers and other plant required to manage the transmission of electricity; 

k. A substation which is likely to be located adjacent to the generating equipment within 
Rookery South Pit;  

l. A new underground gas pipeline connection of up to 1.7km in length to import natural gas 
from the National Gas Transmission System (NTS) to the power generation plant; 

m. An above ground compound at the NTS connection point containing: 



 
 

i.  a minimum offtake connection comprising a remotely operable valve, control and 
instrumentation kiosk and electrical supply kiosk; 

ii. a pipeline inspection gauge (PIG) facility, comprising a PIG launching facility, 
emergency control valve, isolation valve and control and instrumentation kiosk, 
and electricity supply kiosk; and 

iii. access to the compound. 
n. A natural gas receiving station and compound  at the generating equipment site 

containing: 
i. a PIG receiving facility; 
ii. isolation valve; 
iii. control and instrumentation kiosk; 
iv. gas filters, metering, heating boiler and (if required) compressors  

o. Temporary construction compound(s) for the power generation plant, gas connection and 
electrical connection together with access(es); and 

p. Site drainage and waste management infrastructure and other services. 
iii. If required, tree and hedge removal along the gas and electricity connection routes. 
iv. Planting, landscaping and, if required, ecological mitigation. 
v. If required, the temporary stopping up of public footpath(s) during the construction works 

described above. 
vi. If required, permanent and temporary changes to the highway network for the Project. 
vii. If required, the permanent and/or temporary compulsory acquisition of land and/or rights in 

land for the Project. 
viii. If required, overriding of easements and other rights over or affecting land for the Project. 
ix. If required, the application and/or disapplication of legislation relevant to the Project. 
x. Construction, operation and maintenance of associated development, including, but not 

limited to, those items listed in paragraph 4 above. 
xi. Such ancillary, incidental and consequential works, provisions, permits, consents, waivers or 

releases as are necessary and/or convenient for the successful construction, operation and 
maintenance of the Project. 

5. Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA). The Project is classified as EIA development under the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009. The proposed application for a DCO will 
therefore be accompanied by an Environmental Statement (ES). The ES will provide a detailed 
description of the Project and its likely significant environmental effects.  

6. Information (including plans and maps) about the nature and location of the Project, as well as the 
information so far compiled about the Project's likely significant environmental effects is all 
contained in a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) and summarised in a non-
technical summary of the PEIR (the "Documents"). The Documents will be available to view or 
download free of charge from the Project website from 13th October 2014. The website is 

located at the following link: www.millbrookpower.co.uk 
7. The Documents will also be available for viewing free of charge from 13th October until 16th 

November 2014 at the following libraries (opening times vary) 
 

Bedford Library, Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG 

Tel. 01234 718178 

Ampthill Library, 1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL 

Tel. 0300 300 8053 



 
 

Wootton Library, Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH 

Tel. 01234 766061 

 

8. The Documents will also be available for viewing free of charge from 13th October 2014 at the 
main offices of Central Bedfordshire Council (Priory House, Chicksands, Shefford, SG17 5TQ - 
0300 3008301) Bedford Borough Council (Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford MK42 9AP – 
01234 267422) and at Marston Vale Forest Centre (Station Road, Marston Moretaine, MK43 0PR 
– 01234 767037).  

9. The Documents will also be available for viewing free of charge at public exhibitions which will be 
held by MPL at the following locations and times: 

  
Friday, 31st October 2014 
1500- 1900 

 
Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston 
Moretaine, MK43 0LD  
 

 
Saturday 1st November 2014 
0900- 1300 

 
Stewartby Village Hall, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, Bedford, 
MK43 9LX 

 
Monday 3rd November 2014 
1600-2000 

 
Ampthill Masonic Centre, Old Court House, Church Street, 
Ampthill MK45 2PL 

 
Tuesday 4th November  2014 
1100- 1500 

 
Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, Bedford, MK43 
0RT  

 

10. A reasonable copying charge may apply up to a maximum of £250 for the full suite of Documents 
and £10 for an electronic copy on CD. Copies of individual Documents are also available on 
request 

11. The Documents can be obtained by writing to: Millbrook Power Limited, 49 York Place, 
Edinburgh, EH1 3JD. 

12. If you wish to respond to this notice, or make any representations in respect of the Project as it is 
currently proposed, these should be sent to MPL. When making a response or representation, 
please include your name and an address where correspondence about your response or 
representation can be sent.  

13. Responses or representations may be submitted in the following ways: 
Website:  www.millbrookpower.co.uk 
 
Email:  info@millbrookpower.co.uk 
 
Freepost: Freepost [RTEY-JYYB-ERSR],Millbrook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, 

Edinburgh, EH1 3JD 
 
Phone:  0131 550 3380 
 

14. Your comments will be analysed by MPL and any appointed agent of MPL. Copies may be made 
available, in due course, to the Planning Inspectorate, Secretary of State and other relevant 
statutory authorities so that your comments can be noted. We will request that your personal 
details are not placed on the public record. Your personal details will be held securely by MPL 
and any appointed agent of MPL in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 and will be 



 
 

used solely in connection with the consultation process and subsequent development consent 
application(s) and, except as noted above, will not be passed to any third parties. 

15. Please note that all responses and representations on the Project must be received by MPL by no 
later than 5pm November 16th 2014 

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.G: Phase 1 Section 48: Notification 
under Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)) 
Regulations 2009 (the EIA Regulations) (as 
amended) 

4.G(iii) Email from the Planning Inspectorate acknowledging receipt of 

Regulation 11 notification (1st October 2014) 
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Rhiannon Parrett

Subject: FW: Millbrook Power

From: Tom Carpen [mailto:Tom.Carpen@pins.gsi.gov.uk] 

Sent: 01 October 2014 15:17 
To: Paul Wormald 

Cc: Rossiter, Linda; Jenny Colfer 

Subject: Millbrook Power 

Dear Paul, 

I just wanted to advise that we have received a copy of your EIA regulation 11 notification 
alongside your section 48 notification.. 

Kind regards 
Tom 

Tom Carpen 

Infrastructure Planning Lead 
Major Applications & Plans, 

The Planning Inspectorate, 
Temple Quay House, 

Temple Quay, 
Bristol, 

BS1 6PN 

Direct Line: 0303 4445064 

Helpline: 0303 444 5000 
Email: tom.carpen@pins.gsi.gov.uk 

Web: www.planningportal.gov.uk/planninginspectorate (Planning Inspectorate casework 

and appeals) 
Web: www.planningportal.gov.uk/infrastructure (Planning Inspectorate's National 

Infrastructure Planning portal) 

Twitter: @PINSgov 

This communication does not constitute legal advice.

Please view our Information Charter before sending information to the Planning Inspectorate. 

********************************************************************** 

Correspondents should note that all communications to or from the Planning 
Inspectorate may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful 
purposes. 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received 
this email in error please notify the system manager. 
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This footnote also confirms that this email message has been scanned by Websense Email 
Security Gateway for the presence of computer viruses. 

www.websense.com 

********************************************************************** 

The original of this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet virus scanning service 
supplied by Vodafone in partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) This email 
has been certified virus free. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This message has been scanned for viruses by Websense 

_ 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.G: Phase 1 Section 48: Notification 
under Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)) 
Regulations 2009 (the EIA Regulations) (as 
amended) 

4.G(iv) Cover letter with Section 48 Notice and Information Update letter sent 

to five additional parties identified pursuant to Section 42(1)(a) who were 

inadvertently not included on the list of parties to receive a copy of the Section 

48 notice pursuant to Regulation 11 of the EIA Regulations (sent 26th February 

2015) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



26th February 2015 

<ADDRESS> 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re:  Proposed application for a Development Consent Order to construct and operate the 
Millbrook Power Project, Rookery South Pit, Bedfordshire 

Further to our recent communications with you as a statutory consultee to our project, and 
following your receipt in October 2014 of our information pack about the project, I enclose a copy of 
a Planning Act Section 48 notice. This notice should have been sent to you at the same time as the 
pack.  It detailed the main elements of the Project and its period of statutory consultation. 

I also enclose an Information Update about the Project that Millbrook Power issued in early February 
with regard to changes to the Project:  this was issued to statutory consultees as well as other 
interested parties.  I would like to draw your attention, in particular, to our decision to underground 
the electrical connection, which negates the need for us to construct additional transmission towers. 
This has been welcomed by the local councils, namely Central Bedfordshire and Bedford Borough 
Council. 

We are likely to submit our application for a Development Consent Order to the Planning 
Inspectorate within the next 2-4 weeks.  If you would like any further information about our Project, 
please let me know. 

 Yours sincerely 

Dr Nick Johnson 

Project Manager 

njohnson@stagenergy.com / 0131 550 3380 

mailto:njohnson@stagenergy.com


Section 48, Planning Act 2008 
Regulation 4 Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 

Notice of proposed application for a Development Consent Order to construct and operate the 
Millbrook Power Project, Rookery South Pit, Bedfordshire 

1. Notice is hereby given that Millbrook Power Limited ("MPL") of 33 Cavendish Square, London
W1G 0PW, intends to apply to the Secretary of State for a Development Consent Order ("DCO")
pursuant to section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) to authorise the construction,
operation and maintenance of an up to 299 megawatts ("MW") gas-fired electricity generation
project at the former clay extraction site in Bedfordshire. This project comprises a power
generation plant and integral gas and electrical connections to connect the power generation
plant to the national transmission system and existing overhead transmission line respectively
(together, the "Project"). MPL's application is likely to be submitted in Q1 of 2015.

2. MPL has been established by Watt Power Limited to develop the Project. Watt Power Limited is
seeking to develop gas-fired power stations at Millbrook and elsewhere in the UK to support the
UK Government's drive to a low carbon economy.

3. The site for the generating equipment covers an area of approximately 4 ha and is located within
Rookery South Pit (approximate grid reference 501373, 240734), which itself covers

approximately 90 ha.
4. The proposed DCO would, among other things, license and authorise:

i. The construction, operation and maintenance of a Simple Cycle Gas Turbine power
generation plant consisting of up to five gas turbine generators ("GTG") fuelled by natural gas
with a rated electrical output of between 50 and 299MW.

ii. Provision of:
a. Up to 5 GTGs;
b. Up to 5 exhaust gas emission flue stacks, each up to 40m in height;
c. An administration building and office, workshop, store, control building, telemetry

apparatus and blackstart generator;
d. A fire water tank and demineralised water storage tank;
e. Security infrastructure, including cameras, perimeter fencing and a gatehouse;
f. Site lighting infrastructure, including perimeter lighting columns;
g. Internal roadways, car parking, pedestrian network, cycle parking and potentially

hardstanding for planned maintenance car parking;
h. Site vehicular access(es), including a proposed access road from Green Lane to the site;

i. A 400 kV electrical connection to export electricity produced by the power generation
plant to the National Grid Electricity Transmission System. This may take the form of up
to two overhead lines [of 400kV] including up to seven transmission towers (one of which
will be replacing an existing tower and is likely to be located in close proximity to the
location of that existing tower, thereby resulting in 6 net additional towers) to connect to
the existing 400 kV overhead line;

j. A switchyard / banking compound located within the generating equipment site containing
up to six transformers and other plant required to manage the transmission of electricity;

k. A substation which is likely to be located adjacent to the generating equipment within
Rookery South Pit;

l. A new underground gas pipeline connection of up to 1.7km in length to import natural gas
from the National Gas Transmission System (NTS) to the power generation plant;

m. An above ground compound at the NTS connection point containing:



i. a minimum offtake connection comprising a remotely operable valve, control and
instrumentation kiosk and electrical supply kiosk;

ii. a pipeline inspection gauge (PIG) facility, comprising a PIG launching facility,
emergency control valve, isolation valve and control and instrumentation kiosk,
and electricity supply kiosk; and

iii. access to the compound.
n. A natural gas receiving station and compound  at the generating equipment site

containing:
i. a PIG receiving facility;
ii. isolation valve;
iii. control and instrumentation kiosk;
iv. gas filters, metering, heating boiler and (if required) compressors

o. Temporary construction compound(s) for the power generation plant, gas connection and
electrical connection together with access(es); and

p. Site drainage and waste management infrastructure and other services.
iii. If required, tree and hedge removal along the gas and electricity connection routes.
iv. Planting, landscaping and, if required, ecological mitigation.
v. If required, the temporary stopping up of public footpath(s) during the construction works

described above.
vi. If required, permanent and temporary changes to the highway network for the Project.
vii. If required, the permanent and/or temporary compulsory acquisition of land and/or rights in

land for the Project.
viii. If required, overriding of easements and other rights over or affecting land for the Project.
ix. If required, the application and/or disapplication of legislation relevant to the Project.
x. Construction, operation and maintenance of associated development, including, but not

limited to, those items listed in paragraph 4 above.
xi. Such ancillary, incidental and consequential works, provisions, permits, consents, waivers or

releases as are necessary and/or convenient for the successful construction, operation and
maintenance of the Project.

5. Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA). The Project is classified as EIA development under the Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009. The proposed application for a DCO will
therefore be accompanied by an Environmental Statement (ES). The ES will provide a detailed
description of the Project and its likely significant environmental effects.

6. Information (including plans and maps) about the nature and location of the Project, as well as the
information so far compiled about the Project's likely significant environmental effects is all
contained in a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) and summarised in a non-
technical summary of the PEIR (the "Documents"). The Documents will be available to view or
download free of charge from the Project website from 13th October 2014. The website is

located at the following link: www.millbrookpower.co.uk

7. The Documents will also be available for viewing free of charge from 13th October until 16th
November 2014 at the following libraries (opening times vary)

Bedford Library, Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG 

Tel. 01234 718178 

Ampthill Library, 1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL 

Tel. 0300 300 8053 



Wootton Library, Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH 

Tel. 01234 766061 

8. The Documents will also be available for viewing free of charge from 13th October 2014 at the
main offices of Central Bedfordshire Council (Priory House, Chicksands, Shefford, SG17 5TQ -
0300 3008301) Bedford Borough Council (Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford MK42 9AP –
01234 267422) and at Marston Vale Forest Centre (Station Road, Marston Moretaine, MK43 0PR
– 01234 767037).

9. The Documents will also be available for viewing free of charge at public exhibitions which will be
held by MPL at the following locations and times:

Friday, 31st October 2014 
1500- 1900 

Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston 
Moretaine, MK43 0LD  

Saturday 1st November 2014 
0900- 1300 

Stewartby Village Hall, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, Bedford, 
MK43 9LX 

Monday 3rd November 2014 
1600-2000 

Ampthill Masonic Centre, Old Court House, Church Street, 
Ampthill MK45 2PL 

Tuesday 4th November  2014 
1100- 1500 

Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, Bedford, MK43 
0RT  

10. A reasonable copying charge may apply up to a maximum of £250 for the full suite of Documents
and £10 for an electronic copy on CD. Copies of individual Documents are also available on
request

11. The Documents can be obtained by writing to: Millbrook Power Limited, 49 York Place,
Edinburgh, EH1 3JD.

12. If you wish to respond to this notice, or make any representations in respect of the Project as it is
currently proposed, these should be sent to MPL. When making a response or representation,
please include your name and an address where correspondence about your response or
representation can be sent.

13. Responses or representations may be submitted in the following ways:
Website:  www.millbrookpower.co.uk 

Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk 

Freepost: Freepost [RTEY-JYYB-ERSR],Millbrook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, 
Edinburgh, EH1 3JD 

Phone:  0131 550 3380 

14. Your comments will be analysed by MPL and any appointed agent of MPL. Copies may be made
available, in due course, to the Planning Inspectorate, Secretary of State and other relevant
statutory authorities so that your comments can be noted. We will request that your personal
details are not placed on the public record. Your personal details will be held securely by MPL
and any appointed agent of MPL in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 and will be



used solely in connection with the consultation process and subsequent development consent 
application(s) and, except as noted above, will not be passed to any third parties. 

15. Please note that all responses and representations on the Project must be received by MPL by no
later than 5pm November 16th 2014 



Your ref: 

Our ref: PGW/MPL 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: Millbrook Power Limited:  Proposed gas fired power plant at Rookery South Pit, Nr. 
Millbrook, Bedfordshire – INFORMATION UPDATE 

Peter Brett Associates act for Millbrook Power Limited (MPL). 

I write to update you on MPL's proposal to construct and operate a gas-fired power station on a site 
at Rookery South Pit together with an integral gas connection and electrical connection (together 
"the Project"). 

MPL undertook statutory consultation regarding the Project, pursuant to sections 42, 47 and 48 of 

the Planning Act 2008 (“the Planning Act”), between 13 October and 16 November 2014 and would 

like to thank all those who provided comments. MPL is having regard to the responses received as 

it refines its proposals in anticipation of the submission of the application for a Development 

Consent Order for the Project in the first quarter of 2015. 

We wanted to update you on some of the work that MPL has been doing in order to take on board 

consultation feedback and refine the proposals for the Project. 

One key area of feedback has related to the proposed Electrical Connection. As you may recall, the 

proposed Project includes the construction, operation and maintenance of a new electrical 

connection together with a new substation to connect the power generation plant to the existing 

overhead power line nearby. At consultation, the layout of the Electrical Connection was not 

finalised but an area within which the connection would be sited was identified.  

At that time a realistic worst case scenario of up to two overhead line double circuits [of 400 kV] 
(including up to seven new towers one of which would replace an existing tower leading to six net 
additional towers) had been assumed (and was environmentally assessed). However MPL has 
continued to work with National Grid on the indicative design of the connection and it has become 
apparent through the responses to the statutory consultation that one of the major concerns has 
been the impact on the landscape and on views of overhead power lines and towers. 

Peter Brett Associates LLP 
16 Brewhouse Yard 
Clerkenwell 
London, EC1V 4LJ 

T: 07552 276384 
E: pwormald@peterbrett.com 

Registered Office: Caversham Bridge House, Waterman Place, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8DN. UK. T: +44 (0)118 950 0761 F: +44 (0)118 959 7498 
Peter Brett Associates LLP is a limited liability partnership and is registered in England and Wales with registered number OC334398. 
A list of members’ names is open to inspection at our registered office. Brett Consulting Limited is wholly owned by Peter Brett Associates LLP. 
Registered number: 07765026. 

Roger Tym & Partners is part of Peter Brett Associates LLP.  www.peterbrett.com 



Following due consideration of a number of factors (including perceived impact, engineering issues 
and cost), MPL is pleased to have been able to take on board community and consultee feedback 
and has taken the decision to underground as much of the connection as possible.  

This underground connection would take the form of: 

1) One underground double circuit. This would require one replacement tower (which will
replace an existing tower and will be located in the existing Grendon – Sundon transmission 
route corridor, thereby resulting in no net additional towers). The replacement tower will be 
up to 48 m tall rather than up to 45 m tall as previously indicated in the statutory 
consultation – a change of less than 10%; 

2) Either one or two Sealing End Compounds (SECs) located adjacent to the existing
transmission line. The SEC(s) are required to ‘seal off’ the area within which the cables are 
taken underground. Each SEC will cover an area of approximately 0.25 of a Hectare. 

3) Both circuits would then be connected via underground cables approximately 500 metres in

length to a new substation (the ‘Substation’) - which will remain located in the Rookery South Pit. 

Other amendments to the Project that MPL has made in order to take on board the feedback that 

has been received during consultation include:  

• Consultation zones modified

• Choice of corridor

• Location of AGI

• Revised red line boundary

• Undergrounding of the Electrical Connection cable.

The submission under the Planning Act 2008 for the application for a Development Consent Order 

for the Project will be made by MPL before the end of Q1 2015. 

Should the application be accepted by the Planning Inspectorate (a decision would be made within 

28 days of the application being received by the Planning Inspectorate), then MPL would notify the 

local community, statutory consultees and relevant landowners of the acceptance of the application 

and invite those who are interested to register with the Planning Inspectorate in order to remain 

involved in the process of considering and examining the accepted application. Details of the 

application would also be published in hard copy in local authority’s office and in various libraries in 

the area. The information would also be made available on the planning inspectorate’s website 

(http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/). The Planning Inspectorate would then take up to six 

months to examine the accepted application for the Project (this process would include receiving 

representations from those who have registered an interest in the Project). Following completion of 

its examination, the Planning Inspectorate would then have three months to report to the Secretary 

of State, who would themselves have three months in which to make a decision on whether or not 

to grant consent for the Project. 
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http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/


Please do not hesitate to contact me using the above details should you require any further 

information, or if you would like to meet with a relevant member or members of the team to discuss 

the Project. 

Yours faithfully 

Paul Wormald 
Director of Planning for Waste and Energy 

For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP 
16 Brewhouse Yard, Clerkenwell, London, EC1V 4LJ 
m   07552 276384 
e pwormald@peterbrett.com  
w www.peterbrett.com  
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Appendix 4.H: Phase 2 Section 48: Notification 
under Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)) 
Regulations 2009 (the EIA Regulations) (as 
amended) 

4.H(i) List of consultees notified under Regulation 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



List of consultees notified under Regulation 11
Ampthill Town Council 
Anglian Water Services Limited 
Aylesbury Vale District Council
Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust
Bedford Borough Council
Bedford Group of International Drainage Boards
Bedford Hospital NHS Trust South Wing
Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group
Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group
British Telecommunications PLC Ltd
Buckinghamshire County Council 
Cadent Gas Limited 
Cambridgeshire County Council County 
Central Bedfordshire Council
Chief Fire Officer
Chilterns Conservation Board
Civil Aviation Authority
Dacorum Borough Council 
East Northamptonshire Council 
East of England Ambulance Service
Eastern Power Networks Plc
Energetics Electricity Limited
Energetics Gas Limited 
Energy Assets Pipelines Limited 
English Heritage
ES Pipelines Ltd
ESP Connections Ltd 
ESP Electricity Limited
ESP Networks Ltd 
ESP Pipelines Ltd 
Forestry Commission 
Fulcrum Pipelines Limited
G2 Energy IDNO Limited
GTC Pipelines Limited Energy House
Harlaxton Energy Networks Limited
Head of Highways
Head of Highways
Hertfordshire and the South Midlands Area Team
Hertfordshire County Council 
Highways Agency Historical Railways Estate
Historic England - East of England Brooklands
Houghton Conquest Parish Council
Huntingdonshire District Council 
Independent Pipelines Limited 
Independent Power Networks Limited 
Indigo Pipelines Limited
Instalcom Limited 
LNG Portable Pipeline Services Limited 
Luton Borough Council
Marston Moreteyne Parish Council
McNicholas (KPN Networks)
McNicholas (TATA Networks)
Millbrook Parish Meeting
Milton Keynes Council
National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc
National Grid Gas Distribution Limited 
National Grid Gas Plc
National Grid Plc



NATS Limited  
Network Rail Infrasture Ltd
NHS Commissioning Board
NHS England
North Hertfordshire District Council
Northamptonshire County Council 
Northern Gas Networks Limited
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Bedfordshire
Oil and Pipelines Agency 
Peel Electricity Networks Limited
Public Health England
Quadrant Pipelines Limited 
Royal Mail Group
Scotland Gas Networks Plc 
Scottish Equity Partners LLP
Secretary of State for Defence
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
South Essex Partnership University NHS Foundation Trust
Southern Gas Networks Plc 
St Albans City & District Council 
Stewartby Parish Council
Telent Limited
The Canal & River Trust
The Canal and River Trust PSSC
The Coal Authority
The Company Secretary
The Crown Estate
The Electricity Network Company Limited
The Environment Agency - East Anglia Area (West)
The Health and Safety Executive
The Highways Agency - East 
UK Power Distribution Limited 
UK Power Networks Limited
Utility Assets Limited
Utility Distribution Networks Limited
Virgin Media Limited
Vodafone Limited 
Wales and West Utilities Ltd 
Wellingborough Borough Council 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.H: Phase 2 Section 48: Notification 
under Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)) 
Regulations 2009 (the EIA Regulations) (as 
amended) 

4.H(ii) Regulation 11 cover letter sent to consultees with enclosed Section 48 

Notice on 16th May 2017 
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Your ref:   

Our ref: MPL 

 
16 May 2017 
 
 
 
 
<Address>  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir / Madam  
 
RE: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire  
 
Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2009 (the "EIA Regulations 2009")  
 
Peter Brett Associates (“PBA”) acts for Millbrook Power Limited (“MPL”).  
 
MPL intends to apply to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy for a 
Development Consent Order ("DCO") under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) to 
authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of an up to 299MW gas fired power station 
together with its associated gas and electrical connections to the existing electricity and gas 
networks (the "Project").  
 
MPL was recently acquired by the UK energy company Drax Group PLC (“Drax”). Drax is seeking 
to develop gas-fired power stations at Millbrook and elsewhere in the UK to support the 
Government's drive to a low carbon economy by providing back up to the National Grid and 
plugging the gaps created by intermittent renewables.  
 
The Project was taken through the first stages of the DCO planning application process in 2014 and 
MPL undertook the first phase of statutory consultation on the Project between 13th October 2014 
and 16th November 2014 ("Phase 1 consultation"). However, due to market and political 
uncertainty, in March 2015 MPL put on hold its plans for the Project and notified the public that it 
was doing so. Under the new ownership of Drax, the Project is now once again being taken forward 
in acknowledgement of the fact that there remains a national need for new gas-fired power stations 
to be built in the UK. 
 
Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is required under the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 (the "EIA Regulations 2009") to undertake 
an Environmental Impact Assessment ("EIA"). All development in Schedule 1 (“Schedule 1 
development”) requires an EIA.  
 
The Project falls under the EIA Regulations 2009 regime and not the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the "EIA Regulations 2017") regime. This is 

Peter Brett Associates LLP 
33 Bowling Green Lane 
London  
EC1R 0BJ 
T: +44 20 3824 6600 
E: London@peterbrett.com 
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because a scoping opinion was requested from the Secretary of State under the EIA Regulations 
2009 before the commencement of the EIA Regulations 2017. This means that, in accordance with 
the transitional arrangements at Regulation 37(2)(a)(ii) of the EIA Regulations 2017, the EIA 
Regulations 2009 will continue to apply to the Project. 
 
The Project is a Schedule 1 development as it is a thermal power station with a heat output of 
300MW or more (as listed in Schedule 1, paragraph 2(a) of the EIA Regulations 2009). The 
proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an Environmental Statement 
("ES"). The ES will provide a detailed project description and consider the likely significant 
environmental effects, both positive and negative, of the Project. 
 
Under section 48 of the 2008 Act and Regulation 4 of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: 
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009, MPL is publishing a notice of the proposed 
application for a DCO for the Project in the London Gazette, the Times, the Bedfordshire on Sunday 
and the Bedford Times & Citizen. Under Regulation 11 of the EIA Regulations 2009, MPL is 
required to send a copy of the section 48 notice to consultation bodies (as defined in the EIA 
Regulations 2009) and to any person notified to the applicant in accordance with regulation 9(1)(c) 
of the EIA Regulations 2009.  
 
Accordingly, MPL hereby provides a copy of the section 48 notice to you. The enclosed notice sets 
out details of the project timescales, revised design parameters and explains where to find further 
details of the Project.   
   
As the project design parameters have changed since 2014, you will be invited, by a separate 
letter, to submit comments on the MPL proposals during the second phase of statutory consultation 
which will run from 29th May 2017 until 2nd July 2017 (inclusive). 
 
Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact: 
 
Freepost Plus [RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT] 
Millbrook Power Ltd 
49 York Place  
Edinburgh  
EH1 3JD 
 
0131 550 3380 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Dermot Scanlon  
Director  
 
For and on Behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP 
 
33 Bowling Green Lane, London, EC1R 0BJ 
t +44 20 3824 6600  
e London@peterbrett.com  
w www.peterbrett.com  
 

Enc. 

mailto:pwormald@peterbrett.com
http://www.peterbrett.com/
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Section 48, Planning Act 2008 

Regulation 4 Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 

Notice of proposed application for a Development Consent Order to construct and operate 
the Millbrook Power Project, Rookery South Pit, Bedfordshire  

 

1 Notice is hereby given that Millbrook Power Limited ("MPL") of Drax Power Station, Drax, 
Selby North Yorkshire, YO8 8PH intends to apply to the Secretary of State for a 
Development Consent Order ("DCO") pursuant to section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 
2008 Act”) to authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of an up to 299 
megawatts ("MW") gas-fired electricity generation project at the former clay extraction site in 
Bedfordshire.    

2 This project comprises a power generation plant, associated gas connection to the National 
Transmission System (NTS) and electrical connection to the National Grid Electricity 
Transmission System (NETS) (together, the "Project"). MPL intends to submit its DCO 
application for the Project in Q4 2017.  

3 MPL was recently acquired by the UK energy company Drax Group PLC (Drax). Drax is 
seeking to develop gas-fired power stations at Millbrook and elsewhere in the UK to support 
the Government's drive to a low carbon economy by providing back up to the National Grid 
and plugging the gaps created by intermittent renewables.  

4 The Project was taken through the first stages of the DCO planning application process in 
2014. However, due to market and political uncertainty, in March 2015 MPL put on hold its 
plans for the Project and notified the public that it was doing so. Under the new ownership of 
Drax, the Project is now once again being taken forward in acknowledgement of the fact that 
there remains a national need for new gas-fired power stations to be built in the UK.  

5 The site for the generating equipment covers an area of approximately 4 ha and is located 
within Rookery South Pit (approximate grid reference 501373, 240734), which itself covers 
approximately 95 ha.  

6 The proposed DCO would, among other things, license and authorise:  

i. The construction, operation and maintenance of an open cycle gas turbine power 
generation plant consisting of one gas turbine generator fuelled by natural gas with a 
rated electrical output of up to 299 MW.  

ii. Provision of:  

a. One gas turbine generator;  

b. One exhaust gas emission flue stack;  

c.  Fin fan coolers; 

d. An administration building and office, workshop, store building, control room, 
telemetry apparatus, maintenance compound and emergency generator;   
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e. A fire water tank and demineralised water storage tank; 

f. Security infrastructure, including cameras, perimeter fencing and a gatehouse; 

g. Site lighting infrastructure, including perimeter lighting columns;  

h. Internal roadways, car parking, pedestrian network, cycle parking, hardstanding and 
water trailers; 

i. Site vehicular access(es), including a proposed access road from Green Lane to the 
site; 

j. A 400 kV electrical connection to export electricity produced by the power 
generation plant to the NETS. This will comprise a new substation connected to the 
existing 400 kV overhead lines via underground cables. This part of the project may 
be delivered in one of two ways:   

i. Option 1 – this would require replacing one existing tower with a new tower 
and two Sealing End Compounds (SECs) which would be connected to the 
substation via underground cables. This option would result in no net 
additional towers; or 

ii. Option 2 - this would require replacing one existing tower with a new tower 
and one larger SEC which would be connected to the substation via 
underground cables. This option would result in no net additional towers.  

Site vehicular access is required to the SEC(s) 

k. A transformer compound located within the generating equipment site containing a 
generator step up transformer, unit and other transformers, overhead line gantry 
and associated equipment;  

l. A substation located adjacent to the western boundary of the power generation 
plant within Rookery South Pit; 

m. A new underground gas pipeline connection to import natural gas from the NTS to 
the power generation plant;  

n. An above ground installation at the NTS connection point containing:  

i. a minimum offtake connection (MOC) facility comprising a remotely operable 
valve, control and instrumentation kiosk and electrical supply kiosk; 

ii. a pipeline inspection gauge (PIG) facility, comprising a PIG launching facility, 
emergency control valve, isolation valve and control and instrumentation and 
electricity supply kiosks; and 

iii. access to the compound.  

o. A natural gas receiving station and compound at the generating equipment site 
containing: 

i. a PIG receiving facility; 

ii. isolation valve; 

iii. control and instrumentation kiosks; and  

iv. gas filters, metering, heating boiler and (if required) compressors. 

v. Emergency generator  
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p. Temporary construction compound(s) for the power generation plant, gas 
connection and electrical connection together with access(es);  

q. Site drainage and waste management infrastructure;  

r.  Electricity, water, wastewater and telecommunications and other services; and 

s. The following additional measures may also be taken by the applicant if required:  

i. Tree and hedge removal along the gas and electricity connection routes; 

ii. Planting, landscaping and ecological mitigation, permanent and temporary 
fencing;  

iii. The temporary stopping up of public footpath(s) during the construction 
works described above;  

iv. Permanent and temporary changes to the highway network for the Project;  

v. The permanent and / or temporary compulsory acquisition of land and / or 
rights in land for the Project;  

vi. The required, overriding of easements and other rights over or affecting land 
for the Project; 

vii. The application and/or disapplication of legislation relevant to the Project;  

viii. Construction, operation and maintenance of associated development, 
including, but not limited to, those items listed in paragraph 6 above;  

ix. High voltage and low voltage cabling, equipment and controls and 
associated telemetry and electrical protection auxiliary cabling;  

x. Underground gas pipeline connection(s), associated telemetry and cathodic 
protection test / transformer rectifier unit; and  

xi. Such ancillary, incidental and consequential works, provisions, permits, 
consents, waivers or releases as are necessary and/or convenient for the 
successful construction, operation and maintenance of the Project.  

7 Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA). The Project is classified as EIA development under the Infrastructure 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 (EIA Regulations 2009). The 
proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an Environmental 
Statement (ES). The ES will provide a detailed Project description and consider the likely 
significant environmental effects, both positive and negative, of the Project. 

8 The Project falls under the EIA Regulations 2009 regime and not the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations 2017) regime. This 
is because a scoping opinion was requested from the Secretary of State under the EIA 
Regulations 2009 before the commencement of the EIA Regulations 2017. This means that, 
in accordance with the transitional arrangements at Regulation 37 of the EIA Regulations 
2017, the EIA Regulations 2009 will continue to apply to the Project. 

 

9 Information (including plans and maps) about the nature and location of the Project, as well 
as the information so far compiled about the Project's likely significant environmental effects 
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is contained in a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) and summarised in a 
Non-Technical Summary  of the PEIR (the "Documents"). The Documents will be available to 
view or download free of charge from the Project website from 29th May 2017. The Project 
website is located at the following link: www.millbrookpower.co.uk.   

10 The Documents will be available to view free of charge from 29th May 2017 to 2 July 2017 at 
the following libraries.  

Bedford Library  

Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG 

Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri:  09.00 – 18.00  

Thurs: 09.00 – 13.00 

Sat: 09.00 – 17.00  

Sun: Closed 

Ampthill Library 

1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL 

Mon/Wed/Fri: 10.00 – 18.00 

Tues: Closed 

Thurs: 14.00 – 18.00 

Sat: 10.00 – 13.00 

Sun: Closed 

Wootton Library 

Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH 

Mon/Fri: 14.00 – 18.00 

Tues: Closed 

Wed: 10.00 – 13.00 / 14.00 -18.00 

Thurs: Closed 

Sat: 10.00 – 13.00 

Sun: Closed 

11 The Documents will also be available to view free of charge from 29th May 2017 at the 
following locations:   

Central Bedfordshire Council main offices, Priory House, Chicksands, 

Shefford, SG17 5TQ 

Tel. 0300 3008301 

Bedford Borough Council Customer Service Centre, 2 Horne Lane, Bedford, 

MK40 1RA 

Tel. 01234 267422 

Marston Vale Forest Centre, Station Road, Marston Moretaine, MK43 0PR Tel. 01234 767037 

12 The technical appendices to the PEIR will only be available electronically at the libraries, 
council offices and Forest Centre listed above. 

13 The Documents will also be available to view free of charge at public exhibitions, which will 
be held by MPL between the 9th June 2017 and 13th June 2017 at the following locations:  

Friday 9th June 2017 

15.00-19.30 

Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston Moretaine, 

MK43 0LD 
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Saturday 10th June 2017 

09.00-13.00 

Stewartby Club, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43 9NB 

Monday 12th June 2017  

16.00-20.00 

Wingfield Club, 37 Church Street, Ampthill, MK45 2PL 

Tuesday 13th June 2017 

12.30- 15.30 

Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43 0RT 

14 The Documents can be obtained by writing to: Millbrook Power Limited, 49 York Place, 
Edinburgh, EH1 3JD. A reasonable copying charge may apply up to a maximum of £250 for 
the full suite of Documents and £10 for an electronic copy on CD. Copies of individual 
Documents are also available on request.  

15 If you wish to respond to this notice, or make any representations in respect of the Project as 
it is currently proposed, these should be sent to MPL. When making a response or 
representation, please include your name and an address where correspondence about your 
response or representation can be sent. 

16 Responses or representations may be submitted in the following ways: 

Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk 

Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk 

Freepost: Freepost plus RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT, Millbrook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, Edinburgh, 
EH1 3JD 

Phone: 0131 550 3380  

17 Your comments will be analysed by MPL and any appointed agent of MPL. Copies may be 
made available, in due course, to the Planning Inspectorate, Secretary of State and other 
relevant statutory authorities so that your comments can be noted. We will request that your 
personal details are not placed on the public record. Your personal details will be held 
securely by MPL and any appointed agent of MPL in accordance with the Data Protection 
Act 1998 and will be used solely in connection with the consultation process and subsequent 
development consent application(s) and, except as noted above, will not be passed to any 
third parties. 

18 Please note that all responses and representations on the Project must be received by MPL 
on or before 5.00pm on 2nd July 2017.  
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Your ref:   

Our ref: MPL 

 
09 August 2017 
 
 
 
  
Northern Gas Networks Limited 
1100 Century Way 
Thorpe Park Business Park 
Colton   
Leeds 
LS15 8TU 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
RE: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire  
 
Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2009 (the "EIA Regulations 2009")  
 
Peter Brett Associates (“PBA”) acts for Millbrook Power Limited (“MPL”).  
 
MPL intends to apply to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy for a 
Development Consent Order ("DCO") under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) to 
authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of an up to 299MW gas fired power station 
together with its associated gas and electrical connections to the existing electricity and gas 
networks (the "Project").  
 
MPL was recently acquired by the UK energy company Drax Group PLC (“Drax”). Drax is seeking 
to develop gas-fired power stations at Millbrook and elsewhere in the UK to support the 
Government's drive to a low carbon economy by providing back up to the National Grid and 
plugging the gaps created by intermittent renewables.  
 
The Project was taken through the first stages of the DCO planning application process in 2014 and 
MPL undertook the first phase of statutory consultation on the Project between 13th October 2014 
and 16th November 2014 ("Phase 1 consultation"). However, due to market and political 
uncertainty, in March 2015 MPL put on hold its plans for the Project and notified the public that it 
was doing so. Under the new ownership of Drax, the Project is now once again being taken forward 
in acknowledgement of the fact that there remains a national need for new gas-fired power stations 
to be built in the UK. 
 
Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is required under the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 (the "EIA Regulations 2009") to undertake 
an Environmental Impact Assessment ("EIA"). All development in Schedule 1 (“Schedule 1 
development”) requires an EIA.  
 
The Project falls under the EIA Regulations 2009 regime and not the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the "EIA Regulations 2017") regime. This is  
 

Peter Brett Associates LLP 
33 Bowling Green Lane 
London  
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because a scoping opinion was requested from the Secretary of State under the EIA Regulations 
2009 before the commencement of the EIA Regulations 2017. This means that, in accordance with 
the transitional arrangements at Regulation 37(2)(a)(ii) of the EIA Regulations 2017, the EIA 
Regulations 2009 will continue to apply to the Project. 
 
The Project is a Schedule 1 development as it is a thermal power station with a heat output of 
300MW or more (as listed in Schedule 1, paragraph 2(a) of the EIA Regulations 2009). The 
proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an Environmental Statement 
("ES"). The ES will provide a detailed project description and consider the likely significant 
environmental effects, both positive and negative, of the Project. 
 
Under section 48 of the 2008 Act and Regulation 4 of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: 
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009, MPL published a notice of the proposed 
application for a DCO for the Project in the London Gazette, the Times, the Bedfordshire on Sunday 
and the Bedford Times & Citizen. Under Regulation 11 of the EIA Regulations 2009, MPL is 
required to send a copy of the section 48 notice to consultation bodies (as defined in the EIA 
Regulations 2009) and to any person notified to the applicant in accordance with regulation 9(1)(c) 
of the EIA Regulations 2009.  
 
Accordingly, MPL hereby provides a copy of the section 48 notice to you. The enclosed notice sets 
out details of the project timescales and revised design parameters. Please note that it is no longer 
possible to view hard copies of documents at the public venues listed in the Section 48 Notice, 
however all information relevant to the consultation has been issued separately today (in electronic 
form as well as hard copies of key documents) as part of our consultation under Section 42 of the 
Planning Act 2008. Should you have any questions regarding this matter or wish to view hard 
copies of specific documents, please contact us using the details provided below. 
  
As the project design parameters have changed since 2014, you are also invited to submit 
comments on the MPL proposals as part of the second phase of statutory consultation. We would 
therefore welcome any comments by 17:00 on 15th September 2017.  
 
Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact: 
 
Freepost Plus [RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT] 
Millbrook Power Ltd 
49 York Place  
Edinburgh  
EH1 3JD 
 
0131 550 3380 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Dermot Scanlon  
Director  
 
For and on Behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP 
 
33 Bowling Green Lane, London, EC1R 0BJ 
t +44 20 3824 6600  
e London@peterbrett.com  
w www.peterbrett.com  
 
Enc. 

mailto:pwormald@peterbrett.com
http://www.peterbrett.com/
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Section 48, Planning Act 2008 

Regulation 4 Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 

Notice of proposed application for a Development Consent Order to construct and operate 
the Millbrook Power Project, Rookery South Pit, Bedfordshire  

 

1 Notice is hereby given that Millbrook Power Limited ("MPL") of Drax Power Station, Drax, 
Selby North Yorkshire, YO8 8PH intends to apply to the Secretary of State for a 
Development Consent Order ("DCO") pursuant to section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 
2008 Act”) to authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of an up to 299 
megawatts ("MW") gas-fired electricity generation project at the former clay extraction site in 
Bedfordshire.    

2 This project comprises a power generation plant, associated gas connection to the National 
Transmission System (NTS) and electrical connection to the National Grid Electricity 
Transmission System (NETS) (together, the "Project"). MPL intends to submit its DCO 
application for the Project in Q4 2017.  

3 MPL was recently acquired by the UK energy company Drax Group PLC (Drax). Drax is 
seeking to develop gas-fired power stations at Millbrook and elsewhere in the UK to support 
the Government's drive to a low carbon economy by providing back up to the National Grid 
and plugging the gaps created by intermittent renewables.  

4 The Project was taken through the first stages of the DCO planning application process in 
2014. However, due to market and political uncertainty, in March 2015 MPL put on hold its 
plans for the Project and notified the public that it was doing so. Under the new ownership of 
Drax, the Project is now once again being taken forward in acknowledgement of the fact that 
there remains a national need for new gas-fired power stations to be built in the UK.  

5 The site for the generating equipment covers an area of approximately 4 ha and is located 
within Rookery South Pit (approximate grid reference 501373, 240734), which itself covers 
approximately 95 ha.  

6 The proposed DCO would, among other things, license and authorise:  

i. The construction, operation and maintenance of an open cycle gas turbine power 
generation plant consisting of one gas turbine generator fuelled by natural gas with a 
rated electrical output of up to 299 MW.  

ii. Provision of:  

a. One gas turbine generator;  

b. One exhaust gas emission flue stack;  

c.  Fin fan coolers; 

d. An administration building and office, workshop, store building, control room, 
telemetry apparatus, maintenance compound and emergency generator;   
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e. A fire water tank and demineralised water storage tank; 

f. Security infrastructure, including cameras, perimeter fencing and a gatehouse; 

g. Site lighting infrastructure, including perimeter lighting columns;  

h. Internal roadways, car parking, pedestrian network, cycle parking, hardstanding and 
water trailers; 

i. Site vehicular access(es), including a proposed access road from Green Lane to the 
site; 

j. A 400 kV electrical connection to export electricity produced by the power 
generation plant to the NETS. This will comprise a new substation connected to the 
existing 400 kV overhead lines via underground cables. This part of the project may 
be delivered in one of two ways:   

i. Option 1 – this would require replacing one existing tower with a new tower 
and two Sealing End Compounds (SECs) which would be connected to the 
substation via underground cables. This option would result in no net 
additional towers; or 

ii. Option 2 - this would require replacing one existing tower with a new tower 
and one larger SEC which would be connected to the substation via 
underground cables. This option would result in no net additional towers.  

Site vehicular access is required to the SEC(s) 

k. A transformer compound located within the generating equipment site containing a 
generator step up transformer, unit and other transformers, overhead line gantry 
and associated equipment;  

l. A substation located adjacent to the western boundary of the power generation 
plant within Rookery South Pit; 

m. A new underground gas pipeline connection to import natural gas from the NTS to 
the power generation plant;  

n. An above ground installation at the NTS connection point containing:  

i. a minimum offtake connection (MOC) facility comprising a remotely operable 
valve, control and instrumentation kiosk and electrical supply kiosk; 

ii. a pipeline inspection gauge (PIG) facility, comprising a PIG launching facility, 
emergency control valve, isolation valve and control and instrumentation and 
electricity supply kiosks; and 

iii. access to the compound.  

o. A natural gas receiving station and compound at the generating equipment site 
containing: 

i. a PIG receiving facility; 

ii. isolation valve; 

iii. control and instrumentation kiosks; and  

iv. gas filters, metering, heating boiler and (if required) compressors. 

v. Emergency generator  
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p. Temporary construction compound(s) for the power generation plant, gas 
connection and electrical connection together with access(es);  

q. Site drainage and waste management infrastructure;  

r.  Electricity, water, wastewater and telecommunications and other services; and 

s. The following additional measures may also be taken by the applicant if required:  

i. Tree and hedge removal along the gas and electricity connection routes; 

ii. Planting, landscaping and ecological mitigation, permanent and temporary 
fencing;  

iii. The temporary stopping up of public footpath(s) during the construction 
works described above;  

iv. Permanent and temporary changes to the highway network for the Project;  

v. The permanent and / or temporary compulsory acquisition of land and / or 
rights in land for the Project;  

vi. The required, overriding of easements and other rights over or affecting land 
for the Project; 

vii. The application and/or disapplication of legislation relevant to the Project;  

viii. Construction, operation and maintenance of associated development, 
including, but not limited to, those items listed in paragraph 6 above;  

ix. High voltage and low voltage cabling, equipment and controls and 
associated telemetry and electrical protection auxiliary cabling;  

x. Underground gas pipeline connection(s), associated telemetry and cathodic 
protection test / transformer rectifier unit; and  

xi. Such ancillary, incidental and consequential works, provisions, permits, 
consents, waivers or releases as are necessary and/or convenient for the 
successful construction, operation and maintenance of the Project.  

7 Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA). The Project is classified as EIA development under the Infrastructure 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 (EIA Regulations 2009). The 
proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an Environmental 
Statement (ES). The ES will provide a detailed Project description and consider the likely 
significant environmental effects, both positive and negative, of the Project. 

8 The Project falls under the EIA Regulations 2009 regime and not the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations 2017) regime. This 
is because a scoping opinion was requested from the Secretary of State under the EIA 
Regulations 2009 before the commencement of the EIA Regulations 2017. This means that, 
in accordance with the transitional arrangements at Regulation 37 of the EIA Regulations 
2017, the EIA Regulations 2009 will continue to apply to the Project. 

 

9 Information (including plans and maps) about the nature and location of the Project, as well 
as the information so far compiled about the Project's likely significant environmental effects 
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is contained in a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) and summarised in a 
Non-Technical Summary  of the PEIR (the "Documents"). The Documents will be available to 
view or download free of charge from the Project website from 29th May 2017. The Project 
website is located at the following link: www.millbrookpower.co.uk.   

10 The Documents will be available to view free of charge from 29th May 2017 to 2 July 2017 at 
the following libraries.  

Bedford Library  

Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG 

Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri:  09.00 – 18.00  

Thurs: 09.00 – 13.00 

Sat: 09.00 – 17.00  

Sun: Closed 

Ampthill Library 

1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL 

Mon/Wed/Fri: 10.00 – 18.00 

Tues: Closed 

Thurs: 14.00 – 18.00 

Sat: 10.00 – 13.00 

Sun: Closed 

Wootton Library 

Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH 

Mon/Fri: 14.00 – 18.00 

Tues: Closed 

Wed: 10.00 – 13.00 / 14.00 -18.00 

Thurs: Closed 

Sat: 10.00 – 13.00 

Sun: Closed 

11 The Documents will also be available to view free of charge from 29th May 2017 at the 
following locations:   

Central Bedfordshire Council main offices, Priory House, Chicksands, 

Shefford, SG17 5TQ 

Tel. 0300 3008301 

Bedford Borough Council Customer Service Centre, 2 Horne Lane, Bedford, 

MK40 1RA 

Tel. 01234 267422 

Marston Vale Forest Centre, Station Road, Marston Moretaine, MK43 0PR Tel. 01234 767037 

12 The technical appendices to the PEIR will only be available electronically at the libraries, 
council offices and Forest Centre listed above. 

13 The Documents will also be available to view free of charge at public exhibitions, which will 
be held by MPL between the 9th June 2017 and 13th June 2017 at the following locations:  

Friday 9th June 2017 

15.00-19.30 

Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston Moretaine, 

MK43 0LD 
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Saturday 10th June 2017 

09.00-13.00 

Stewartby Club, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43 9NB 

Monday 12th June 2017  

16.00-20.00 

Wingfield Club, 37 Church Street, Ampthill, MK45 2PL 

Tuesday 13th June 2017 

12.30- 15.30 

Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43 0RT 

14 The Documents can be obtained by writing to: Millbrook Power Limited, 49 York Place, 
Edinburgh, EH1 3JD. A reasonable copying charge may apply up to a maximum of £250 for 
the full suite of Documents and £10 for an electronic copy on CD. Copies of individual 
Documents are also available on request.  

15 If you wish to respond to this notice, or make any representations in respect of the Project as 
it is currently proposed, these should be sent to MPL. When making a response or 
representation, please include your name and an address where correspondence about your 
response or representation can be sent. 

16 Responses or representations may be submitted in the following ways: 

Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk 

Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk 

Freepost: Freepost plus RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT, Millbrook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, Edinburgh, 
EH1 3JD 

Phone: 0131 550 3380  

17 Your comments will be analysed by MPL and any appointed agent of MPL. Copies may be 
made available, in due course, to the Planning Inspectorate, Secretary of State and other 
relevant statutory authorities so that your comments can be noted. We will request that your 
personal details are not placed on the public record. Your personal details will be held 
securely by MPL and any appointed agent of MPL in accordance with the Data Protection 
Act 1998 and will be used solely in connection with the consultation process and subsequent 
development consent application(s) and, except as noted above, will not be passed to any 
third parties. 

18 Please note that all responses and representations on the Project must be received by MPL 
on or before 5.00pm on 2nd July 2017.  
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Your ref:   

Our ref: MPL 

 
09 August 2017 
 
 
 
  
Public Health England 
 
By email only to nsipconsultations@phe.gov.uk 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
RE: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire  
 
Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2009 (the "EIA Regulations 2009")  
 
Peter Brett Associates (“PBA”) acts for Millbrook Power Limited (“MPL”).  
 
MPL intends to apply to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy for a 
Development Consent Order ("DCO") under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) to 
authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of an up to 299MW gas fired power station 
together with its associated gas and electrical connections to the existing electricity and gas 
networks (the "Project").  
 
MPL was recently acquired by the UK energy company Drax Group PLC (“Drax”). Drax is seeking 
to develop gas-fired power stations at Millbrook and elsewhere in the UK to support the 
Government's drive to a low carbon economy by providing back up to the National Grid and 
plugging the gaps created by intermittent renewables.  
 
The Project was taken through the first stages of the DCO planning application process in 2014 and 
MPL undertook the first phase of statutory consultation on the Project between 13th October 2014 
and 16th November 2014 ("Phase 1 consultation"). However, due to market and political 
uncertainty, in March 2015 MPL put on hold its plans for the Project and notified the public that it 
was doing so. Under the new ownership of Drax, the Project is now once again being taken forward 
in acknowledgement of the fact that there remains a national need for new gas-fired power stations 
to be built in the UK. 
 
Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is required under the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 (the "EIA Regulations 2009") to undertake 
an Environmental Impact Assessment ("EIA"). All development in Schedule 1 (“Schedule 1 
development”) requires an EIA.  
 
The Project falls under the EIA Regulations 2009 regime and not the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the "EIA Regulations 2017") regime. This is  
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because a scoping opinion was requested from the Secretary of State under the EIA Regulations 
2009 before the commencement of the EIA Regulations 2017. This means that, in accordance with 
the transitional arrangements at Regulation 37(2)(a)(ii) of the EIA Regulations 2017, the EIA 
Regulations 2009 will continue to apply to the Project. 
 
The Project is a Schedule 1 development as it is a thermal power station with a heat output of 
300MW or more (as listed in Schedule 1, paragraph 2(a) of the EIA Regulations 2009). The 
proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an Environmental Statement 
("ES"). The ES will provide a detailed project description and consider the likely significant 
environmental effects, both positive and negative, of the Project. 
 
Under section 48 of the 2008 Act and Regulation 4 of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: 
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009, MPL published a notice of the proposed 
application for a DCO for the Project in the London Gazette, the Times, the Bedfordshire on Sunday 
and the Bedford Times & Citizen. Under Regulation 11 of the EIA Regulations 2009, MPL is 
required to send a copy of the section 48 notice to consultation bodies (as defined in the EIA 
Regulations 2009) and to any person notified to the applicant in accordance with regulation 9(1)(c) 
of the EIA Regulations 2009.  
 
Accordingly, MPL hereby provides a copy of the section 48 notice to you. The enclosed notice sets 
out details of the project timescales and revised design parameters. Please note that it is no longer 
possible to view hard copies of documents at the public venues listed in the Section 48 Notice, 
however all information relevant to the consultation has been issued separately today (in electronic 
form) as part of our consultation under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008. Should you have any 
questions regarding this matter or wish to view hard copies of specific documents, please contact 
us using the details provided below. 
  
As the project design parameters have changed since 2014, you are also invited to submit 
comments on the MPL proposals as part of the second phase of statutory consultation. We would 
therefore welcome any comments by 17:00 on 15th September 2017.  
 
Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact: 
 
Freepost Plus [RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT] 
Millbrook Power Ltd 
49 York Place  
Edinburgh  
EH1 3JD 
 
0131 550 3380 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Dermot Scanlon  
Director  
 
For and on Behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP 
 
33 Bowling Green Lane, London, EC1R 0BJ 
t +44 20 3824 6600  
e London@peterbrett.com  
w www.peterbrett.com  
 
Enc. 
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Section 48, Planning Act 2008 

Regulation 4 Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 

Notice of proposed application for a Development Consent Order to construct and operate 
the Millbrook Power Project, Rookery South Pit, Bedfordshire  

 

1 Notice is hereby given that Millbrook Power Limited ("MPL") of Drax Power Station, Drax, 
Selby North Yorkshire, YO8 8PH intends to apply to the Secretary of State for a 
Development Consent Order ("DCO") pursuant to section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 
2008 Act”) to authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of an up to 299 
megawatts ("MW") gas-fired electricity generation project at the former clay extraction site in 
Bedfordshire.    

2 This project comprises a power generation plant, associated gas connection to the National 
Transmission System (NTS) and electrical connection to the National Grid Electricity 
Transmission System (NETS) (together, the "Project"). MPL intends to submit its DCO 
application for the Project in Q4 2017.  

3 MPL was recently acquired by the UK energy company Drax Group PLC (Drax). Drax is 
seeking to develop gas-fired power stations at Millbrook and elsewhere in the UK to support 
the Government's drive to a low carbon economy by providing back up to the National Grid 
and plugging the gaps created by intermittent renewables.  

4 The Project was taken through the first stages of the DCO planning application process in 
2014. However, due to market and political uncertainty, in March 2015 MPL put on hold its 
plans for the Project and notified the public that it was doing so. Under the new ownership of 
Drax, the Project is now once again being taken forward in acknowledgement of the fact that 
there remains a national need for new gas-fired power stations to be built in the UK.  

5 The site for the generating equipment covers an area of approximately 4 ha and is located 
within Rookery South Pit (approximate grid reference 501373, 240734), which itself covers 
approximately 95 ha.  

6 The proposed DCO would, among other things, license and authorise:  

i. The construction, operation and maintenance of an open cycle gas turbine power 
generation plant consisting of one gas turbine generator fuelled by natural gas with a 
rated electrical output of up to 299 MW.  

ii. Provision of:  

a. One gas turbine generator;  

b. One exhaust gas emission flue stack;  

c.  Fin fan coolers; 

d. An administration building and office, workshop, store building, control room, 
telemetry apparatus, maintenance compound and emergency generator;   
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e. A fire water tank and demineralised water storage tank; 

f. Security infrastructure, including cameras, perimeter fencing and a gatehouse; 

g. Site lighting infrastructure, including perimeter lighting columns;  

h. Internal roadways, car parking, pedestrian network, cycle parking, hardstanding and 
water trailers; 

i. Site vehicular access(es), including a proposed access road from Green Lane to the 
site; 

j. A 400 kV electrical connection to export electricity produced by the power 
generation plant to the NETS. This will comprise a new substation connected to the 
existing 400 kV overhead lines via underground cables. This part of the project may 
be delivered in one of two ways:   

i. Option 1 – this would require replacing one existing tower with a new tower 
and two Sealing End Compounds (SECs) which would be connected to the 
substation via underground cables. This option would result in no net 
additional towers; or 

ii. Option 2 - this would require replacing one existing tower with a new tower 
and one larger SEC which would be connected to the substation via 
underground cables. This option would result in no net additional towers.  

Site vehicular access is required to the SEC(s) 

k. A transformer compound located within the generating equipment site containing a 
generator step up transformer, unit and other transformers, overhead line gantry 
and associated equipment;  

l. A substation located adjacent to the western boundary of the power generation 
plant within Rookery South Pit; 

m. A new underground gas pipeline connection to import natural gas from the NTS to 
the power generation plant;  

n. An above ground installation at the NTS connection point containing:  

i. a minimum offtake connection (MOC) facility comprising a remotely operable 
valve, control and instrumentation kiosk and electrical supply kiosk; 

ii. a pipeline inspection gauge (PIG) facility, comprising a PIG launching facility, 
emergency control valve, isolation valve and control and instrumentation and 
electricity supply kiosks; and 

iii. access to the compound.  

o. A natural gas receiving station and compound at the generating equipment site 
containing: 

i. a PIG receiving facility; 

ii. isolation valve; 

iii. control and instrumentation kiosks; and  

iv. gas filters, metering, heating boiler and (if required) compressors. 

v. Emergency generator  
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p. Temporary construction compound(s) for the power generation plant, gas 
connection and electrical connection together with access(es);  

q. Site drainage and waste management infrastructure;  

r.  Electricity, water, wastewater and telecommunications and other services; and 

s. The following additional measures may also be taken by the applicant if required:  

i. Tree and hedge removal along the gas and electricity connection routes; 

ii. Planting, landscaping and ecological mitigation, permanent and temporary 
fencing;  

iii. The temporary stopping up of public footpath(s) during the construction 
works described above;  

iv. Permanent and temporary changes to the highway network for the Project;  

v. The permanent and / or temporary compulsory acquisition of land and / or 
rights in land for the Project;  

vi. The required, overriding of easements and other rights over or affecting land 
for the Project; 

vii. The application and/or disapplication of legislation relevant to the Project;  

viii. Construction, operation and maintenance of associated development, 
including, but not limited to, those items listed in paragraph 6 above;  

ix. High voltage and low voltage cabling, equipment and controls and 
associated telemetry and electrical protection auxiliary cabling;  

x. Underground gas pipeline connection(s), associated telemetry and cathodic 
protection test / transformer rectifier unit; and  

xi. Such ancillary, incidental and consequential works, provisions, permits, 
consents, waivers or releases as are necessary and/or convenient for the 
successful construction, operation and maintenance of the Project.  

7 Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA). The Project is classified as EIA development under the Infrastructure 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 (EIA Regulations 2009). The 
proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an Environmental 
Statement (ES). The ES will provide a detailed Project description and consider the likely 
significant environmental effects, both positive and negative, of the Project. 

8 The Project falls under the EIA Regulations 2009 regime and not the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations 2017) regime. This 
is because a scoping opinion was requested from the Secretary of State under the EIA 
Regulations 2009 before the commencement of the EIA Regulations 2017. This means that, 
in accordance with the transitional arrangements at Regulation 37 of the EIA Regulations 
2017, the EIA Regulations 2009 will continue to apply to the Project. 

 

9 Information (including plans and maps) about the nature and location of the Project, as well 
as the information so far compiled about the Project's likely significant environmental effects 
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is contained in a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) and summarised in a 
Non-Technical Summary  of the PEIR (the "Documents"). The Documents will be available to 
view or download free of charge from the Project website from 29th May 2017. The Project 
website is located at the following link: www.millbrookpower.co.uk.   

10 The Documents will be available to view free of charge from 29th May 2017 to 2 July 2017 at 
the following libraries.  

Bedford Library  

Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG 

Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri:  09.00 – 18.00  

Thurs: 09.00 – 13.00 

Sat: 09.00 – 17.00  

Sun: Closed 

Ampthill Library 

1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL 

Mon/Wed/Fri: 10.00 – 18.00 

Tues: Closed 

Thurs: 14.00 – 18.00 

Sat: 10.00 – 13.00 

Sun: Closed 

Wootton Library 

Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH 

Mon/Fri: 14.00 – 18.00 

Tues: Closed 

Wed: 10.00 – 13.00 / 14.00 -18.00 

Thurs: Closed 

Sat: 10.00 – 13.00 

Sun: Closed 

11 The Documents will also be available to view free of charge from 29th May 2017 at the 
following locations:   

Central Bedfordshire Council main offices, Priory House, Chicksands, 

Shefford, SG17 5TQ 

Tel. 0300 3008301 

Bedford Borough Council Customer Service Centre, 2 Horne Lane, Bedford, 

MK40 1RA 

Tel. 01234 267422 

Marston Vale Forest Centre, Station Road, Marston Moretaine, MK43 0PR Tel. 01234 767037 

12 The technical appendices to the PEIR will only be available electronically at the libraries, 
council offices and Forest Centre listed above. 

13 The Documents will also be available to view free of charge at public exhibitions, which will 
be held by MPL between the 9th June 2017 and 13th June 2017 at the following locations:  

Friday 9th June 2017 

15.00-19.30 

Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston Moretaine, 

MK43 0LD 
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Saturday 10th June 2017 

09.00-13.00 

Stewartby Club, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43 9NB 

Monday 12th June 2017  

16.00-20.00 

Wingfield Club, 37 Church Street, Ampthill, MK45 2PL 

Tuesday 13th June 2017 

12.30- 15.30 

Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43 0RT 

14 The Documents can be obtained by writing to: Millbrook Power Limited, 49 York Place, 
Edinburgh, EH1 3JD. A reasonable copying charge may apply up to a maximum of £250 for 
the full suite of Documents and £10 for an electronic copy on CD. Copies of individual 
Documents are also available on request.  

15 If you wish to respond to this notice, or make any representations in respect of the Project as 
it is currently proposed, these should be sent to MPL. When making a response or 
representation, please include your name and an address where correspondence about your 
response or representation can be sent. 

16 Responses or representations may be submitted in the following ways: 

Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk 

Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk 

Freepost: Freepost plus RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT, Millbrook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, Edinburgh, 
EH1 3JD 

Phone: 0131 550 3380  

17 Your comments will be analysed by MPL and any appointed agent of MPL. Copies may be 
made available, in due course, to the Planning Inspectorate, Secretary of State and other 
relevant statutory authorities so that your comments can be noted. We will request that your 
personal details are not placed on the public record. Your personal details will be held 
securely by MPL and any appointed agent of MPL in accordance with the Data Protection 
Act 1998 and will be used solely in connection with the consultation process and subsequent 
development consent application(s) and, except as noted above, will not be passed to any 
third parties. 

18 Please note that all responses and representations on the Project must be received by MPL 
on or before 5.00pm on 2nd July 2017.  
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 An artist's impression of what the power station will look like

 Comments (2)

FIVE flue stacks, each 40 metres, high could grace the skies of Mid-Bedfordshire if a new power station is given the go
 ahead by the government.

By spring of next year, MIllbrook Power Limited is expected to submit an application for a 299 megawatt gas-fired
 power station in Stewartby to the secretary of state for energy.

The project, if given permission, would mean a power station at the Rookery South Pit site, next to where US firm
 Covanta has approval to build an energy from waste incinerator.

Before the application is formally submitted to the secretary of state however, Millbrook Power will hold public
 exhibitions of its final plans at village halls in Marston Moretaine, Lidlington, Stewartby and at Ampthill Masonic
 Centre from October 31 to November 4.

Some residents have already spoken of their opposition to the power station however saying that this is just another
 example of a decision being taken by the government which ‘disregards’ local opinion. 

A spokesman for Millbrook Power said: “Everyone living within 5km of the site should receive a copy of our leaflet this
 week which explains what it’s all about.

“We have made some changes since the last exhibitions in the summer such as the height of the stacks which have been
 reduced from 60m to 40m and this will also be the height from the base of the pit not ground level.”
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Consultations start on plans to build £200 million gas-fired power
 station near Bedford

Artist impression.

A consultation has started on plans to build a £200 million gas-fired power station near Bedford.

Businesses and residents close to the site at Rookery South Pit will be posted leaflets and plans
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BEDFORD

 will be on display at local libraries.

The company behind the project says the build will create 150 new jobs and respond to the
 country's need to find lower-carbon energy sources.
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Appendix 4.I: Phase 1 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.I(iv) Bedford Times and Citizen (online) (30th October 2014)  

 

 

 

 

 

  



by Victoria Westby Victoria Westby Victoria Westby Victoria West

editorial@timesandcitizen.co.uk (mailto:editorial@timesandcitizen.co.uk)

Exhibitions will reveal details of proposed 

Millbrook power station

People can take a look at plans for Millbrook power station from this Friday. 

Millbrook Power is four local exhibitions until Tuesday next week (November 4).

It is part of the firm’s 35 day consultation for a proposed gas-fired power station at Rookery South Pit, near the villages of Stewartby and 

Marston Moretaine in Bedfordshire. 

hosting

(http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/)

(http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B7_3mB9Z1VLOJD8Kw8wOSsYHYD9SV27IHAAAAEAEgADgAWPSkn-

WeAWC7lraD0AqCARdjYS1wdWItNzcyMjg0Njg0MDc5MTQzMrIBFnd3dy5iZWRmb3JkdG9kYXkuY28udWu6AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQPaAXZodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJlZGZvcmR0b2RheS5jby51ay9uZXdzL2xvY2FsL2V4aGliaXRpb25zLXdpbGwtcmV2ZWFsLWRldGFpbHMtb2YtcHJvcG9zZWQtbWlsbGJyb29rLXBvd2VyLXN0YXRpb24tMS02Mzg2MjM1mAKgnAGpAsBB3taNY7o-

wAIC4AIA6gIVMzk0OC9iZWRmb3JkLmpwL2xvY2Fs-

AKE0h6QA9AFmAPQBagDAeAEAZAGAaAGFA&num=0&cid=5GhY3ykzhfEtUq0oosYm1yUl&sig=AOD64_2g8nn4zvQ3JDD9vyIcTeiBm5H3fg&client=ca-

pub-7722846840791432&adurl=http://www.cash-a-cheque.com)

Bedford (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/news/local/bedford) Kempston (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/news/local/kempston)

Borough Villages (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/news/local/borough-villages) Mid Beds (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/news/local/mid-beds)

Bedfordshire (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/news/local/bedfordshire)

(http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/)News (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/news) Sport (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/sport) What's On (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/what-s-on)

Jobs (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/jobs) Directory (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/findit) Motors (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/motors)

Property (http://www.bedfordtoday.co.uk/property) Announcements (http://announce.jpress.co.uk/?source=jpmi_btj)

Deals (http://www.dealmonster.co.uk/deal/bedfordshire-region/) Shop (http://www.dealmonster.co.uk/shop) More

Search submit query
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The statutory public consultation runs until November 16 and 10,000 leaflets have already been sent out to homes and businesses. 

Exhibitions are being held on Friday from 3pm to 7pm at Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston Moretaine; on Saturday 

from 9am to 1pm at Stewartby Village Hall, Stewartby Way, Stewartby; on Monday from 4pm to 8pm at Ampthill Masonic Centre, Old 

Court House, Church Street and on Tuesday from 11am to 3pm at Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington.

Project manager Nick Johnson said: “These are an extremely important part of our consultation with the public. 

“People can have a look at more detailed information and imagery as well as talk to our technical experts about how the Project will 

operate.”

exhibitions

Announcements Announcements Announcements Announcements 

in your area.in your area.in your area.in your area.

Leave messages & 

browse family 

announcements.

Find the right Find the right Find the right Find the right 

motor for you.motor for you.motor for you.motor for you.

Search over 

160,000 used cars 

nationwide.

Find a business in Find a business in Find a business in Find a business in 

your area.your area.your area.your area.

Search for 

recommended 

businesses.
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Appendix 4.J: Phase 2 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.J(i) Bedfordshire on Sunday News Report 19 May 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

  









 
 
 

Appendix 4.J: Phase 2 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.J(ii) Bedfordshire on Sunday News Report 7 June 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

  









 
 
 

Appendix 4.J: Phase 2 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.J(iii) Cranfield Parish Council Facebook page post announcing the project 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.J: Phase 2 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.J(iv) Cranfield Parish Council Facebook page post advertising end of 

statutory consultation period 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.J: Phase 2 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.J(v) Millbrook Village Facebook page post announcing the exhibition 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.J: Phase 2 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.J(vi) Stewartby Past and Present Facebook page post sharing Bedford News 

16th May 2017 article 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.J: Phase 2 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.J(vii) Bedford Against Covanta Incinerator Facebook page post sharing 

exhibition advert 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.J: Phase 2 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.J(viii) Bedford Against Covanta Incinerator Facebook page post sharing 

Bedford on Sunday article 19 May 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.J: Phase 2 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.J(ix) Bedford Against Covanta Incinerator Facebook page post announcing 

plans 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.J: Phase 2 Statutory consultation - 
Media coverage 

4.J(x) Ampthill.info Facebook page post sharing Millbrook Power website 

exhibition advertisement 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 
 
 

Appendix 4.K: Phase 1 Section 42 – Statutory 
consultation – Minutes of meetings held with key 
stakeholders during statutory consultation phase 

4.K(i) Meeting with Bedford Borough Council (23rd October 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Note of meeting between Bedfordshire Borough Council (BBC) and 

Millbrook Power Ltd. (MPL) 

23/10/14 – BBC, Borough Hall, Bedford 
 

Present for BBC – Ian Johnson (IJ) 

Present for MPL – Paul Wormald (PW), Nick Johnson (NJ) 

Summary 

The meeting was offered to give BBC the opportunity to ask any initial questions regarding the PEIR 

or Statutory Consultation and also discuss the drafting of the DCO and requirements within it. Due to 

changes in personnel at BBC, the meeting provided some introductory information – NJ ran through 

a set of up to date slides describing the Project and EIA done to date. IJ had not yet completed a 

review of the PEIR and had no questions regarding the consultation process. The DCO drafting 

process was not discussed.  

NJ and PW explained that the Project is 95% within CBC and the only part within BBC is the 

emergence of the Access onto the public highway. NJ and PW explained that MPL are already 

engaged with BBC highways officer Kim Healy regarding the Traffic and Transport issues. All agreed 

that with respect to BBC’s response to the S42 consultation the Traffic and Transport Chapter should 

be concentrated on.  

NJ explained that an outreach meeting and site visit are being arranged with key stakeholders, PINS 

and MPL and that a representative from BBC would be most welcome. IJ agreed that this would be a 

good idea and all agreed that it may be sensible for Kim Healy to attend as well as or instead of IJ.     

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.K: Phase 1 Section 42 – Statutory 
consultation – Minutes of meetings held with key 
stakeholders during statutory consultation phase 

4.K(ii) Meeting with Landfill Liaison Group (23rd October 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Note of meeting between Marston Vale Landfill Community Liaison 

Group (LLG) and Millbrook Power Ltd. (MPL) 

23/10/14 – FCC Environment, Green Lane, Stewartby 
 

Present for LLG –  Sue Clark (SC) – CBC council member, Cranfield Parish Council member 

   Sue Marsh (SM) – CBC and BBC minerals and waste division 

   David Tarbet (DT) – Marston Moreteyne Parish Council 

   Nigel Rogers (NR) – FCC Environment 

   Sarah Hartley (SH) – EA regulatory officer for Stewartby landfill site 

   John Symonds (JS) – Clerk of Stewartby Parish Council  

Present for MPL –  Chris McKerrow (CM) – MPL 

   Nick Johnson (NJ) – MPL 

   Mike Harrison (MH) – Taylor Keogh Communications 

Summary 

This group meets on a quarterly basis to provide a line of communication between the local 

communities in the Marston Vale and the ongoing landfill operations. Councillor Sue Clark suggested 

that it would be an excellent forum though which MPL could also keep local communities updated.  

MPL presented a set of slides describing the most up to date plans for the Project, the high level 

findings of the recently published PEIR and the ongoing phase of Statutory Consultation. Specific 

points that were raised during the presentation and following discussion were; 

 SC noted her concerns that photomontages are often not realistic. MPL explained that the 
photomontages produced for MPL followed best practice methodology as had been agreed 
at scoping stage. SC suggested that a barrage balloon could be raised to the height of the 
chimney at the site to get a better idea – MPL agreed that this was a good idea.  

 SC suggested that the residents of Stewartby may not be too pleased that no photomontage 
has been produced from their village for exhibitions. MPL explained that this was because 
there is nowhere in Stewartby from which the development will be visible, however they 
would try to put something together for the exhibition. SC also suggested that MPL should 
have a viewpoint from the Millennium Park close to site. NJ and CM explained that this 
would not be possible at this late stage and that photographic viewpoint locations had been 
agreed previously. Furthermore a close-up photo viewpoint has been included from a hill 
very close to site. 

 DT asked if there would be a community fund. CM explained that on other projects a 
community fund has been pledged. 

 DT stated that Green Lane is in need of resurfacing. NR stated that work has recently been 
completed on the bridges on Green Lane and there are no longer any weight restrictions on 
that stretch of road.  

 In relation to Statements of Common Ground (SoCG), CM assured the group that MPL 
would not pressure any council members to sign up to a SoCG and gave example of the 
types of statements that have been included for previous projects. 



 SC asked if the route of the access through the pit could be changed at a later date. MPL 
explained not because of the way DCO’s are structured. 

 SC explained if MPL with planning on extracting clay. MPL explained not. 

 SH stated that what MPL are calling the ‘Old A421’ is actually the C94 

 SH stated that she understood that some new PRoW were being created into the Pit that 
MPL have not taken into account in PEIR – SH will address this in her response to S42 
consultation 

   



 
 
 

Appendix 4.K: Phase 1 Section 42 – Statutory 
consultation – Minutes of meetings held with key 
stakeholders during statutory consultation phase 

4.K(iii) Meeting with National Rail (24th October 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SUMMARY NOTE OF MEETING 
Meeting Title: Millbrook Power Ltd, Rookery Pit South, Marston Vale 

Network Rail - East - West Rail Update 

Invitees: Abdul Jamal – Network Rail (NR) 
Charles Hurst – NR – EWR Programme Manager 
Nick Johnson – Stag Energy 
Chris McKerrow – Stag Energy 
Paul Wormald – Peter Brett Associates  
Nigel Fern– Peter Brett Associates  
John Hopkins – Peter Brett Associates  

Details of Meeting: 10.00 – 11.30, October 24
th
 2014 

Location:  PBA Offices, Blisworth 

Job Number: 31116 – Millbrook Power Ltd, Rookery Pit South, Stewartby 

1. Network Rail (NR) is currently reviewing the current rail provision in the Marston Vale within the
context of the East – West Rail proposals :

i) East West Rail will increase the existing rail frequency from 1 to 2 trains per hour per direction
as an initial stage;

ii) it is likely that this could increase to around 6 trains per hour per direction at a later stage;

iii) this increase in movement will require a risk assessment to confirm that any increased risk at
all level crossings is acceptable with the higher number of rail movements. Should this
assessment identify a greater risk, the Office of Rail Regulation will expect these risks to be
mitigated;

iv) Parsons Brinckerhoff has been commissioned by NR to undertake risk assessments of all
level crossings affected by the EWR proposals;

v) concurrently, following a series of pedestrian fatalities associated with level crossings around
the country, NR has a commitment and remit to remove all level crossings nationally;

vi) Network Rail further wishes to electrify the Bedford – Bletchley section of EWR as part of
delivery of a higher speed service. This electrification also has implications to the level
crossing facilities, as well as the associated risk assessment. It is unlikely that this
electrification would happen until NR’s expenditure programme timescale of Control Period 5
(2019 – 2024).

2. Whilst the existing Green Lane level crossing apparatus could be enhanced with an “Object
Protection System” to deliver improved pedestrian / cyclist / motorist safety, this would require the
barriers to remain lowered for around 4½ mins per train passing – considerably longer than the
existing situation.

3. With the proposed 2 trains per hour per direction (i.e., 4 trains per hour in total), this would result in
barriers being lowered for around 18 minutes per hour.

4. The necessary level crossing closures with a further increased frequency of train movements with the
emerging EWR proposals (potentially 6 / hr / direction) would have a significant, potentially
unacceptable impact, on traffic movements along Green Lane, the barriers being closed for the
majority of the time.

5. The provision of a bridge replacement for any level crossing is a significant engineering undertaking.
Funding is not certain, nor indeed are deliverable technical solutions possible within the available
highway.

6. NR is currently undertaking initial scoping to understand the constraints within which NR would have
to work – this work includes speaking to local authorities and potentially affected local developers.

Peter Brett Associates LLP 
11 Prospect Court, 
Courteenhall Road, 
Blisworth 
Northamptonshire, 
NN7 3DG 

T: +44 (0)1604 878305 
F: +44 (0)1604 878333 
E:jhopkins@peterbrett.com 
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SUMMARY NOTE OF MEETING 
7. No formal proposals exist for the Green Lane level crossing replacement – NR is indeed considering 

a relocation of Green Lane into the adjacent Brickworks site.  
 

8. No likely timescale has been confirmed yet. 
 
9. NR is aware of the proposals for Rookery Pit South, and is aware that they would need to 

accommodate the access arrangements consented for the Covanta EfW project  (possibly to be 
implemented by MPL) or provide an acceptable alternative. 
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Appendix 4.K: Phase 1 Section 42 – Statutory 
consultation – Minutes of meetings held with key 
stakeholders during statutory consultation phase 

4.K(iv) Tweet regarding Millbrook Power Limited (MPL)presentation to 6th 

formers at Kimberley Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

(STEM) College (4th November 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



1

Rhiannon Parrett

Subject: FW: Tweet from KimberleyCollege (@STEMcollege)

From: Chris McKerrow [mailto:cmckerrow@stagenergy.com] 

Sent: 25 February 2015 09:55 
To: Sara Cole; James Heptonstall 

Subject: Tweet from KimberleyCollege (@STEMcollege) 

KimberleyCollege (@STEMcollege) 

04/11/2014 09:13 
Welcome to Millbrook Power who are presenting to A Level Geographers on 'Energy Issues in the UK' this 
morning. pic.twitter.com/X2XCqbUVG4 

Download the official Twitter app here 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This message has been scanned for viruses by Websense 

_ 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.K: Phase 1 Section 42 – Statutory 
consultation – Minutes of meetings held with key 
stakeholders during statutory consultation phase 

4.K(v) Meeting with Joint Highways Authority (6th November 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

NOTES OF MEETING 
Meeting Title: Millbrook Power Ltd, Rookery Pit South, Marston Vale 
 Joint Highway Authority Transport Meeting 2 
  
Attendees: Kim Healy     -  Bedford Borough Council (BBC) 
 Mark Cornell     -  Central Bedfordshire  (CBC) 
 Jenny Volp     -  Highways Agency  (HA) 
 Nick Johnson     -  Millbrook Power Limited (MPL) 
 John Hopkins     -  Peter Brett Associates LLP (PBA) 
  

cc: Richard Draper     -  Network Rail  (NR) 
 Keith Dove     -  Luton Borough Council (LBC)  
 David Abbott      -  Highways Agency      
 Chris Leach, Paul Wormald, David Atherton      
   -  Peter Brett Associates LLP   

  
Date of Meeting: 14.30 – 16.30, November 6

th
, 2014 

 
Job Number: 31116 - Millbrook Power Ltd 

 

Item Subject Actions 

1. 
 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 
 
1.3 

Introduction 
 

This meeting was arranged to discuss the planning and highway authorities’ 
emerging requirements for a transport assessment to support the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application to be made by Millbrook Power Ltd. This meeting 
follows: 
 
i) an earlier Joint Highway Authority Transport Meeting on 28

th
 August 2014; 

and  
 
ii) the issue of the DCO Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) in 

October 2014 to all relevant consultees.  
 

MPL intended that this technical assessment process would be progressed 
together with the Joint Highway Authorities to ensure that all matters arising be 
discussed and dealt with together in a mutually acceptable manner as the 
assessment work proceeds.    

 
Whilst there have been no Network Rail (NR) representatives at these two Joint 
Highway Authority Transport Meetings, they had been invited to both. A further 
meeting has been arranged separately to discuss matters with them, the intention 
is that they be invited to future meetings. Copies of all Meeting Notes will be 
circulated to all parties.   
 

 
 

Info 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 
 
 

PBA 

2. 
 
2.1 

Comments to the Notes of Meeting No.1  
 

No comments were made to the Notes of Meeting No. 1. 
 

 
 

Info 
 

3. 
 
 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Update  
 

PEIR issue 
 

The Section 42 consultation exercise commenced on October 16
th
 following the 

issue of the PEIR on October 7
th
 2014. The responses are due to be returned on 

12
th
 November 2014. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Info 
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NOTES OF MEETING 

Item Subject Actions 

 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3 
 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
 
 
 
3.5 
 
 
 
3.6 
 
 
3.7 

Local Engagement and consultation  
 
Four consultation exhibitions have been held as part of the Local Engagement 
exercise at Stewartby, Marston Moretaine, Lidlington and Ampthill. The proposals 
have been generally well received.  

 
Refinement of the red line boundary  

 
The PEIR includes a redline boundary significantly reduced from that circulated at 
the meeting in August as the gas and electricity connection routes are confirmed. It 
is likely that the next iteration will remove further areas from the current red line.  

 
The redline boundary now includes the area to accommodate the traffic calming 
measures sought for Green Lane relating to the Site Access, as discussed at the 
previous meeting.  

 
Network Rail - East-West Rail Meeting 

 
Network Rail has published proposals to deliver a higher quality line for the high 
speed East-West Rail (EWR) link. Associated with this is NR’s objective of 
removing all level crossings across their network. 

 
MPL and PBA met with the East-West Rail Manager on October 24

th
 to exchange 

information. The notes of this meeting are attached.  
 

NR acknowledges that the delivery programme for EWR is after that for the MPL 
proposals. NR would need to accommodate the approved / consented access 
proposals for the Covanta EfW plant, which may be delivered earlier by MPL. As 
such, the EWR proposals have no impact on the delivery of the MPL proposals. 
 

 
 

Info 
 
 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 

Info 
 
 
 

4. 
 
4.1 
 
 
4.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.3 
 
 
 
 

Highways Agency comments  
 

HA had already forwarded the comments from Aecom to the TA / TP / ES Scoping 
issued in August 2014 by PBA, these comments are attached.  
 
In summary, HA has confirmed that they see no transport-related reasons why the 
MPL proposals should not be approved, albeit that they will seek further definition:  

 
i) regarding the construction movements assigning between the electrical / gas / 

power plant areas; 
 

ii) on the source of this information; 
 

iii) to the construction trip routing; 
 

iv) on the worst case construction trip assessment; 
 

v) of the two-way trip movements through the strategic road network junctions; 
and 
 

vi) to the construction trip analysis period. 
 

Aecom confirmed that:  
 

i) the Transport Assessment contents comply with the Department for 
Transport’s Guidance on Transport Assessment (March 2007); and  
 

ii) the content of the proposed TA and Travel Plan appears to comply with the 
HA guidance on requirements for transport assessments and travel plans. 

 

 
 

Info 
 
 
 
 
 

PBA 
 
 

PBA 
 

PBA 
 

PBA 
 

PBA 
 
 

PBA 
 

Info 

 
J:\28778 Watt - Millbrook Power Station SPV 3\Reports\Consultation\Appendix\Appendix 3.M - s42 Statutory consultation 
meetings\3.M(iii) 141106 Joint Highways Authority\141106 - JHA Meeting Notes - issued to JHAs 141204.docx 
Page 2 of 4 
 
 



 
 

NOTES OF MEETING 

Item Subject Actions 

5. 
 
5.1 
 
 
 

Bedford Borough Council comments to the PEIR 
 

BBC confirmed that they see no transport-related reasons why the MPL proposals 
should not be approved, albeit that in addition to the HA comments they seek:  
 
 
i) further clarity to the quoted worst-case construction trip assessment – what 

this relates to; 
 

ii) a planning condition to ensure that the construction trips generated by the 
MPL and Covanta developments will be managed to avoid two operations 
with high HGV trip generation occurring together; 

 
iii) further definition to the construction programme; 

 
iv) a review of the construction routes shown in the PEIR, to comply with existing 

weight or height limits – such as through Millbrook and Kempston Hardwick; 
 

v) details of the construction movements through the local highway network 
junctions; 
 

vi) the collection of further traffic data on the B530 to inform the likely 
construction movement impacts – an  additional automatic traffic counter site 
was agreed as part of the ongoing traffic count survey to support the 
application.  

 

 
 

Info 
 
 
 

PBA 
 
 

PBA/MPL 
 
 
 

PBA 
 

PBA 
 
 

PBA 
 
 

PBA 
 

6. 
 
6.1 
 
 

Central Bedfordshire comments to the PEIR 
 

CBC confirmed that: 
 
i) CBC too could see no transport-related reasons why the MPL proposals 

should not be approved; and  
 

ii) they were seeking no further information than was being sought by BBC 
and HA.  

 

  
 

Info 

7. 
 
7.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Traffic Survey - update 
 
As discussed, MPL commissioned the following traffic count surveys by Traffic 
Survey Partners in October / November: 
 
i) a three day (Saturday / Sunday / Monday) pedestrian and cyclist survey along 

Green Lane adjacent the level crossing; 
 

ii) a peak hour part-classified turning movement survey at the Bedford Road / 
Green Lane junction;  
 

iii) three automatic traffic counts for 14 days : on Bedford Road north and south 
of the Bedford Road / Green Lane junction, and on Green Lane; and 
 

iv) a fourth ATC is also to be commissioned on Millbrook Road following this 
meeting. 

 

 
 

Info 
 
 

Info  
 
 

Info 
 
 

Info 
 
 

PBA 

8. 
 
8.1 
 
 
 

Ongoing work – Transport Assessment  
 
The future year assessment is to consider: 
 
 
  

 
 

Info 
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NOTES OF MEETING 

Item Subject Actions 

 
 
 
 
8.2 
 
 
 
 
 
8.3 
 
 

i) 2019 (Year of Opening); and  
 

ii) 2031  
 
As discussed, two future assessments are to be considered: 
 
i) Test 1 – assuming all local development except for Covanta; and 

 
ii) Test 2 – assuming all local development and including Covanta. 
 
Because of the uncertainty over the progression of the local developments, BBC 
and CBC agreed that they would detail the local development quanta to be 
included for, the status of these developments, and any supporting transport 
assessment technical data. 
 

 
 
 
 

PBA 
 
 
 
 
 

BBC / CBC 

9. 
 
9.1 

Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting is to be held on January 21
st
, 2015. The draft TA / ES / TP 

documents will be circulated a minimum of two weeks before the meeting to the 
attendees to enable the Joint Authorities to review the work. 
 

 
 

PBA 

 
Attachments: 
 

• Network Rail – October 24
th

 EWR Meeting Notes 

• Aecom TA Scoping response 
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Appendix 4.L: Phase 2 Section 42 – Statutory 
consultation – Minutes of meetings held with key 
stakeholders during statutory consultation phase 

4.L(i) Meeting with John Symonds, Chairman Stewartby Parish Council and 

Wootton Parish Council (31st May 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

STATUTORY LOCAL STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 
Meetings Note (1st June 2017)   
 
31st May 2017 5.00pm  John Symonds, Chairman Stewartby Parish Council 

Location:  20A Park Crescent, Stewartby 
   
31st May 2017 7.00pm  Wootton Parish Council 
     
MPL attendees:  Paul Taylor (Taylor Keogh)  
========================================================================================== 

 
Delivering MPL A4 exhibition posters to Stewartby Council’s John Symonds, PT took the opportunity 
to talk with JS about the MPL project given JS’s recent critical comments on BBC Three Counties 
Radio.  JS acknowledged that the MPL project is OK, given its size, type of operation and fuel, and 
the changes to the project that had been made since 2014 as a result of local consultation. JS had 
noted that the single stack height was now 35m. 
 
However, JS is concerned about the cumulative impact of MPL and Covanta, and the other 
developments taking place in the area – more housing and a proposed industrial scheme.  PT 
assured him that the decision to re-start the MPL project so soon after Covanta’s application for an 
environmental permit was co-incidental, and that (just as in 2014), MPL’s environmental studies take 
into account the Covanta scheme. 
 
The meeting at Wootton Parish Council was attended by six councillors, including Cllr John Wheeler 
of Bedford Borough Council (who MPL met on April 26th).  The purpose of the meeting was to update 
the councillors on the MPL project, some of whom had recently received the MPL leaflet via Royal 
Mail.  The Parish Clerk confirmed that she had received the Section 42 pack, and said that she would 
display the MPL exhibition posters on parish noticeboards 
 
PT explained the main changes to the project since 2014 – the decision to apply for consent for one 
turbine (1 stack), and revisited the other main elements of the project, namely the other generation 
equipment and buildings, and the underground electrical and gas connections.  PT also outlined the 
plans for the period of statutory public consultation (May 29th to July 2nd). 
 
The main issue raised was the cumulative impact of MPL and Covanta: PT explained that MPL’s 
assessments in 2014 had taken into account the Covanta scheme, and would do so again.  Questions 
were also asked about gas security (foreign imports and global gas reserves being finite?) and why 
the power station was needed. 
 
PT offered to write an article for the Council’s website; this was provided by PT on June 1st. 
 
 
PT/Taylor Keogh 01/06/17 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.L: Phase 2 Section 42 – Statutory 
consultation – Minutes of meetings held with key 
stakeholders during statutory consultation phase 

4.L(ii) Telephone conversation between Millbrook Power Limited (MPL) and 

Houghton Conquest Parish Council (9th June 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



1

Danielle Spencer

Subject: FW: Meeting Time

Note of telephone call with Sarah Watt on behalf of Houghton Conquest Parish Council and Nick Johnson (MPL) – 
06/06/2017 
 
Telephone call was held between Nick Johnson (NJ) and Sarah Watt (SW) to discuss the concerns raised in the letter 
issued by Houghton Conquest Parish Council on 04/06/17. 

1. NJ explained that where possible quantitative assessment of cumulative impacts with Covanta have been 
assessed. NJ explained that this is only possible in some topics for example air quality where numerical 
modelling is used. NJ informed SW that the results of the assessment are in the PEIR which SW agreed to 
look at in more detail. 

2. NJ explained that because MPL have consulted the locals on the Project previously the Project is at a mature 
stage in terms of design with few areas where any optionality remains. NJ reminded SW that some 
significant changes had already been made as a result of the consultation. That said, NJ explained that the 
optionality referred to in the S42 cover letter in connection with the gas connection is in relation to how 
construction traffic accesses the site, and that SW should look at Figure 12.2 of the PEIR for further 
information. NJ then explained that the optionality with regard to the electrical connection is in relation to 
whether 1 large or 2 small sealing end compounds are used, stating that the impacts will be the same for 
either option. NJ also explained that although MPL may be able to have some influence over which electrical 
connection option is progressed, this was largely a decision made by Nation Grid based on technical studies. 

3. NJ explained that the attenuation pond and drainage scheme for Rookery S Pit is part of the LLRS consent 
than than MPL’s DCO. That said, NJ explained that MPL have carried out a full flood risk assessment which is 
available at appendix Volume G to the PEIR.      

SW expressed that she did not think that the impacts of the Project should be any cause for concern for the people 
she represents, but that getting that message across in the wake of the Covanta project was not going to be easy. 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.L: Phase 2 Section 42 – Statutory 
consultation – Minutes of meetings held with key 
stakeholders during statutory consultation phase 

4.L(iii) Meeting with Millbrook Vehicle Proving Ground to provide project 

update (9th June 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Millbrook Power Ltd. 
Meeting to Discuss Interface with Millbrook Vehicle Proving Ground – Meeting Note 
Millbrook Proving Ground, Millbrook - 13:00 – 13:30 – 09/06/17   

 
Attendees  

Marin Hughes (Proving 
Ground) 

Nick Johnson (Stag Energy – 
MPL) 

 David Ball (Drax – MPL) 
  
  
  

 
Note of Meeting 
NJ gave a very brief update on the project including that MPL was purchased by Drax Group in late 
2016 and are now progressing through the DCO planning process for the Project. NJ explained that 
the aspirational programme for the Project is to submit the DCO application in Q4 2017, obtain 
planning consent by mid 2019, with construction commencing in 2020 and concluding in 2022. 

MH stated that, as had been discussed in 2014, the principal concern for the Proving Ground was 
one of security/privacy where workmen may be carrying out work up the existing pylon which is 
adjacent to Millbook Station. Work will need to be carried out on this pylon to allow de-stringing and 
re-stringing of the 400 kV lines. All agreed that any issues for the Proving Ground around this matter 
will be mitigated by planning any works well in advance and coordinating schedules. NJ stated that 
the works on the over-head line would likely be carried out during the summer months of 2021 or 
2022.  

All agreed to keep in close contact going forward, particularly as construction schedules are drawn 
up.  

Further Information Post-Meeting     
The works to de-string then re-string the 400 kV line will take place over two periods – once at the 
beginning and once at the end of an approximate 5 month period between March and August. The 
time taken for each period of stringing is expected to be around 5 days.   



 
 
 

Appendix 4.L: Phase 2 Section 42 – Statutory 
consultation – Minutes of meetings held with key 
stakeholders during statutory consultation phase 

4.L(iv) Email sent from Taylor Keogh Communications to English Regional 

Transport Association providing further information on the Project (11th June 

2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



From: Simon Barber
To: Paul Taylor
Subject: Re: Millbrook Power Project
Date: 12 June 2017 17:35:46

Dear Paul Taylor,
Yes,your answer was sufficient - indeed it was excellent!
Yours faithfully,
Simon Barber 

On 12/06/2017 12:05, Paul Taylor wrote:

Simon, was my answer sufficient or would you like any additional information?
 
Kind regards
Paul
 

From: Simon Barber [mailto:simon4barber@gmail.com] 
Sent: 11 June 2017 18:13
To: Paul Taylor
Subject: Re: Millbrook Power Project
 
Dear Paul Taylor,
Many thanks for this information.
Yours faithfully,
Simon Barber 

On 11/06/2017 11:53, Paul Taylor wrote:
Simon
 
Thanks for your email.
 
I or a colleague will reply more fully to the points you raise
during the week but given that we are hosting exhibitions
tomorrow in Ampthill tomorrow and Liflington on Tuesday I
thought I would provide a brief response now.
 
The Millbrook Power project would be fuelled by natural gas
piped underground to the plant.
 
Once the construction is completed (approx 2 years), there will be
around 15 people working on site over 2 or 3 shifts so there is no
real traffic impact.  There will be the occasional delivery truck.
There will be HGV traffic during the construction period.
 
The site is classified by the local council as land for waste and
energy use.  
 
Given the planning consent process, the earliest possible start of
operations date is 2022.
 
Millbrook Power has no connection with the Covanta project :
wholly  different on the fuel they use, the generation capacity,
their physical size and of course vehicle movements. And their

mailto:paul@taylorkeogh.com
mailto:simon4barber@gmail.com


emissions. 
 
If you or colleagues can visit the exhibitions, we can explain
more.  Documents, explaining the environmental impacts, can be
inspected online, at the exhibitions or via the council offices and
in local libraries.
 
We are engaging with the local parish councils in the area as well
as the two local borough councils.  
 
I trust that provides some helpful clarification.  As I said we will
respond more fully over the next few days.
 
Regards

Paul@taylorkeogh.com
020 8392 8250 / 07966 782611

On 11 Jun 2017, at 11:08, Simon Barber
<simon4barber@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear Paul Taylor,

I am writing as a member of a transport pressure
group in regard to its concerns about the Millbrook
Power Project which is currently under statutory
consultation .The group is known as the English
Regional Transport Association(ERTA),which is a
voluntary membership-based,pro-public transport
improvement association with its main projects
initially in the Bedfordshire and surrounding regional
areas but its remit has since increased since several of
its projects have a nation-wide positive benefit and
impact.

ERTA's website will also provide some further useful
information: https://ertarail.com/

 If this  development goes ahead alongside the
already approved Wootton to Kempston business
park alongside the A421 and also the nearby Covanta
incinerator plant, the level of HGV movements
necessary for this power station along that road plus
the M1 will soar.People who now use the new J13 /
Bedford / MK road will know how unreliable it is
becoming in the rush-hour periods and how much
traffic has already moved back onto the old
A421.Therefore there will be more
congestion,pollution and carnage on these roads,and
as you may also be aware,air quality is now at a
premium.The M1 today frequently closes for several
hours during the day.

mailto:Paul@taylorkeogh.com
mailto:simon4barber@gmail.com
https://ertarail.com/


The proposal  also creates an over- supply of
employment land and the area already has sufficient
approved employment land of this type and this
proposal over develops a small village location.
This area should also remain predominantly green
field to support the barrier to block Milton Keynes
expansion across the M1 east toward Bedford and
villages like Marston Moreteyne.

Furthermore.this proposal will  cost  £millions yet
another East-West Road would seemingly create
capacity in a context of growth. But it is a false
economy. It will  eat up land and the growth ends up
at junctions and town centres fuelling more land used
for parking and more out- of -town sprawl as
Councils pander to popularism and accommodating
drive-round access to the car rather than close-knit
communities where walking, cycling and using
public transport gives the edge.

I think that the £millions spent on an East-West Road
would be better spent to:
a. hasten the railway and get more freight off roads
onto rails(including the businesses close to the
Marston Vale line and the A421)
b. de-congest London by virtue of early delivery of
East-West Rail
c. Spare money in days of austerity should go back to
councils who invested in good faith to make the case
whereas Whitehall should have picked up on the
error of this particular closure and rectified it decades
ago. I would prefer this money to be used to keep
community centres and libraries open with lights on!

Should the proposal go ahead,ERTA insists that the
power station's supplies/waste are transported by rail
rather than road,with dedicated sidings from the
current Marston Vale railway,which will ultimately
be incorporated into the East - West Rail Link.

Yours faithfully,

Simon Barber - Administrator
English Regional Transport Association

Email address:simon4barber@gmail.com

-------- Forwarded Message --------
Subject:request

Date:Thu, 1 Jun 2017 17:49:52 +0100
From:ERTA Voluntary Transport

<richard.erta@gmail.com>
To:DAVID FERGUSON

<daferguson1212@gmail.com>, Simon

mailto:simon4barber@gmail.com
mailto:richard.erta@gmail.com
mailto:daferguson1212@gmail.com


Mr Richard Pill,

Barber <simon4barber@gmail.com>
 

http://www.millbrookpower.co.uk/
 
The Rookery Pit Incinerator should be rail served
from the Marston Vale Railway from day one.
If interested object to it and suggest the rail aspect
and visit the exhibitions - can ERTA have a stall at
any of them?
 
Just a thought, you can choose to ignore it.
 
 

 

mailto:simon4barber@gmail.com
http://www.millbrookpower.co.uk/
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4.L(v) Houghton Conquest Parish Council June newsletter (p 4 and 5)  

 

 

 

 

 

  



H������� ������	� 
��	����� - June 2017                       - 4 -                  

Rookery Pit Developments 
 

 

The Environment Agency Permit consultation for the Covanta Waste 

Incinerator has now closed. We have been informed by the Agency that 

over 2,000 comments from members of the public and interested 

stakeholders were received.  

Houghton Conquest Parish council has made a detailed submission of 

a number of points of objection to this project. We also added our points 

to a cross-parish objection which was facilitated by Councillor Sue 

Clark (Cranfield and Marston Ward). The Environment Agency is 

considering the objections and will make a technical determination 

before a second round of consultation. The Parish Council is engaging 

with Veolia and Covanta as part of the Community Liaison Partnership 

(CLP). The next CLP meeting is on the 12th June 17.  

We note that ground work has commenced at the site, however this is 

at Veolia & Covanta’s expense and liability as a permit is yet to be 

granted.  

 

New Development 
 

 

The Parish Council received a presentation from Millbrook power who 

are planning to install a 299MW, Open Cycle Gas Turbine. This turbine 

will be used to help the UK energy grid with peak power demand.  

Millbrook power plan to spend a communication to all householders in 

the area about this project. There will also be a public consultation 

before planning permission is submitted.  

The Council have asked to review the Environmental Impact 

Assessment as soon as this is available. 

More information about this project is available here - 

http://www.millbrookpower.co.uk/ 

 

PCllr, Sarah Watt  
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Parish Council 
Chairman’s Update 

Parish Council Vacancies 

We are looking for volunteers to fill 3 vacancies on the Parish Council. 

Being a member of the Parish Council can be a very rewarding and 

fulfilling experience, as well being a useful addition to a CV. To qualify 

to apply you need to live or work in the village and be 18 or over. If you 

are able to attend a majority of the monthly meetings (generally 10 a 

year) and have a desire to maintain and improve village life then why 

not contact The Clerk to find out exactly what is involved.     

 

Planning  

No updates to report on the 2 large developments in the village. If we 

are provided with any information we will of course share it. The 

Chapel End development does come with provision of a MUGA (Multi 

Use Games Area) and it is proposed to install this on the Sports Field 

so it benefits all villagers. More details can be found in this newsletter. 

There is also provision for public art, in the form of a village sign and 

several noticeboards. These will be designed and installed in 

consultation with local organisations and residents and more 

information will be provided in due course. 

The new planning application for 9 houses in Mill Lane has had several 

highway changes and is still under consideration. This land already has 

permission granted for 7 houses. 

 

Millbrook Power – Gas-fired power station 

Millbrook Power Ltd (MPL) has re-started its work to secure planning 

consent to build a gas-fired electricity generation plant on land located 

in Rookery South Pit. Please see elsewhere in this newsletter for more 

information and exhibition details. You should also receive a leaflet 

through your letterbox from MPL.  

 

Mains Gas 

The Clerk has received only 3 enquiries about mains gas installation in 

the village. An item added to the Houghton Conquest Facebook page 

which has 343 members (this is an independently run page and not 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.M: Phase 1 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.M(i) Meeting with National Rail (25th November 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



NOTES OF MEETING 
Meeting Title: Millbrook Power Ltd, Rookery Pit South, Stewartby 

Attendees: N Johnson – Stag Energy 
R Draper – Network Rail 
J Amadi-Ahuama – Network Rail 
J Hopkins – Peter Brett Associates  
P Wormald – Peter Brett Associates 

Copied to for info:       K Healy – Bedford Borough Council 
M Cornell – Central Bedfordshire Council 
J Volp – Highways Agency  
S Davis- Peter Brett Associates 
C Leach – Peter Brett Associates 
D Atherton- Peter Brett Associates 
C McKerrow – Stag Energy 

Details of Meeting: 11:00-13:00, November 25
th
 2014 

Location:  PBA Offices, Blisworth 

Job Number: 31116 – Millbrook Power Ltd 

Item Subject Actions 

1. 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

Introduction 

This meeting was arranged to outline the Development Consent Order (DCO) 
application to be made by Millbrook Power Ltd, and discuss any emerging Network 
Rail requirements to protect their assets.   

MPL intends that this process would be progressed together with the Joint 
Authorities – the Highways Agency, Bedford Borough Council, Central Bedfordshire 
Council and Network Rail - to ensure that all matters arising be discussed and dealt 
with together in a mutually acceptable manner as the supporting assessment work 
proceeds.  Copies of all Meeting Notes will be circulated to all parties.   

This meeting follows: 

i) an earlier Joint Highway Authority Transport Meeting on 28
th
 August 2014;

ii) the issue of the DCO Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) in
October 2014 to all relevant consultees;

iii) a meeting with Network Rail’s East-West Rail Project team members on
October 24

th
 2014 and

iv) a further Joint Highway Authority Transport Meeting on 6
th
 November 2014.

The Network Rail attendees’ roles are as follows: 

i) Johnny Amadi - Ahuama – NR’s Level Crossing Manager – Bletchley Delivery
Unit – responsible for planning and protection matters relating to all the level
crossings on the various rail lines between London and Rugby; and

ii) Richard Draper – NR’s Asset Protection Engineer for London North West
Southern – responsible for reviewing all planning applications affecting NR
assets on the various rail lines between Euston and Crewe.

Info 

Info 

Info 

Info 

Peter Brett Associates LLP 
11 Prospect Court, 
Courteenhall Road, 
Blisworth 
Northamptonshire, 
NN7 3DG 

T: +44 (0)1604 878305 
F: +44 (0)1604 878333 
E:jhopkins@peterbrett.com 
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NOTES OF MEETING 

Item Subject Actions 

2. 
 
2.1 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.3 
 
 
 
 
 
2.4 
 
 

Project Description  
 
The Project Applicant is Millbrook Power Ltd (MPL), an energy development 
company established for this Project by Watt Power Limited. 
 
The Project comprises:  
 
i) a new Power Generation Plant, a gas fired peaking 299MW power 

generating station fuelled by natural gas. The Generation Plant would be 
accessed via a new purpose built access road from Green Lane, 
Stewartby; 

 
ii) a new Gas Connection to bring natural gas to the Power Generation Plant 

from the National Transmission System; 
 
iii) a new Electrical Connection to export power from the Power Generation 

Plant to the National Grid Electricity Transmission system for distribution;  
 
iv) a temporary laydown area for the storage of plant and equipment during 

construction adjacent to the Generating Equipment Site;  
 
v) a new purpose-built 1.7km access road constructed from Green Lane to 

the Generating Equipment. This access road would follow the existing 
track which borders the lake within Rookery North Pit. On reaching 
Rookery South Pit, the Access Road would descend the ramp to enter 
into the Pit, and cross through the Pit until it reaches the Generating 
Equipment Site.   

 
The Generating Equipment within the Project would run during periods of high 
electricity demand to support the high-output “base” suppliers such as nuclear 
and coal-fired power stations, as well as to complement the output from 
renewable energy sources.  As such, this plant will not operate constantly - an 
environmental permit limited to 1,500 hours operation per year is being sought. 
 
The likely operational staffing of the MPL proposals would be a maximum of 5 
staff per shift. As the plant is powered by gas, there would be no / minimal 
additional delivery movements during normal operation.  

 
 

Info. 
 
 

Info. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Info. 
 
 
 
 
 

Info. 
 
 
 

3. 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of the background planning  
 
There are a series of extant consents for Rookery South Pit that could be 
implemented concurrently with the Project:  
 
i) the “Low Level Restoration Scheme” to restore the Rookery South Pit, 

including drainage, landscaping, and earthworks to ensure the long-term 
stability of the area (this will be fundamentally completed before the MPL 
works commence); 

 
ii) Covanta has an extant DCO for an Energy from Waste (EfW) plant, with 

an annual throughput of 580,000t of refuse passing into the Site for 
incineration. The IPCC order was published in March 2013 – although 
there is currently some uncertainty as to delivery timetables for this 
though; and 

 
iii) an Integrated Waste Management Facility associated with this EfW – 

albeit this facility would be entirely dependent upon the EfW facility.  
 

 
 

Info. 
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NOTES OF MEETING 

Item Subject Actions 

3.2 The redline boundary covers the ground over which the Gas and Electrical 
Connections pass. In particular: 
 
i) the Gas Connection will consist of an Above Ground Installation (AGI) on 

the existing gas main, connecting the existing pipeline apparatus to the 
Generating Equipment; 

 
ii) a sub-station would be located adjacent the Generating Equipment Site 

within the Rookery South Pit - and will transform the Plant output to a 
voltage compatible with the National Grid network voltage. 

 

Info. 
 
 

4. 
 
 
 
4.1 
 
 
 
 
 
4.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.3 
 
 
 
 
4.4 
 
 

Project Update 
 
Local Engagement and consultation  
 
Four consultation exhibitions have been held this autumn as part of the Local 
Engagement exercise at Stewartby, Marston Moretaine, Lidlington and 
Ampthill. The proposals have been generally well received.  
 
PEIR issue 

 
The Section 42 consultation exercise commenced on October 16

th
 following the 

issue of the PEIR on October 7
th
 2014. The responses were due to be returned 

on 12
th
 November 2014. (Post Meeting Note - NR were requested to contact 

their planning colleagues to progress this response.) 
 
Network Rail - East-West Rail Meeting 

 
Network Rail has published proposals to deliver a higher quality line for the 
high speed East-West Rail (EWR) link. Associated with this is NR’s objective of 
removing all level crossings across their network. MPL and PBA met with the 
East-West Rail Manager on October 24

th
 to exchange information.  

 
NR acknowledges that the delivery programme for EWR is after that for the 
MPL proposals. NR would need to accommodate the approved / consented 
access proposals for the Covanta EfW plant, which may be delivered earlier by 
MPL. As such, the EWR proposals have no impact on the delivery of the MPL 
proposals. 
 

 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 
 
 
 

NR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 

4. 
 
 
 
4.1 
 
 
 
 
4.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Network Rail comments to the MPL proposals 
 

Access Junction – Green Lane 
 
The Covanta DCO included for an approved ghost island priority junction to 
Green Lane.  If Covanta delivers this arrangement, it would have sufficient 
spare capacity to accommodate the MPL application trip generation without 
amendment.  
 
This ghost island access arrangement was derived to accommodate a 
significantly higher daily operational trip generation than is being proposed by 
the MPL application, and is therefore considered to be excessive – and indeed, 
potentially detrimental to highway safety providing excess highway width.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 
 
 

Info 
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NOTES OF MEETING 

Item Subject Actions 

4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.5 
 
 
 
 
4.6 
 
 
 
4.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.8 
 
4.9 
 
 
 
4.10 
 
 
 
 
 
4.11 
 
4.12 

In the event that Covanta did not deliver this ghost island priority junction, a 
more suitably scaled alternative for this application is being considered by 
MPL. A simple priority junction, possibly similar to the attached PBA drawing 
reference 31116/3010/003, is proposed as the site access. In capacity terms, 
this will be tested and reported with the worst case peak hour construction 
movements to demonstrate its suitability.  
 
Whilst NR has no concerns over the level of queuing arising during the normal 
operation, NR concerned over the greater number of movements during the 
construction period. It was agreed that a temporary traffic signal controlled 
arrangement would be acceptable in principle during working hours. PBA to 
prepare a Traffic Management signage plan and note on the potential 
arrangement, to Chapter 8 of the Traffic Signs Manual. 
 
Access Track 
 
The Covanta DCO also included a new, purpose-built, 1.7km access road 
constructed from Green Lane to the Rookery South Pit, following the existing 
track which borders the lake within Rookery North Pit. This had been agreed 
with NR at the time of the Covanta DCO. 
 
As it is intended that the proposed access road is to be constructed at the 
existing level, NR has minimal concerns. PBA to issue details of the access 
track agreed in the DCO to NR. 
 
PBA to forward details of: 
 

- the railway boundary fencing identified within the DCO;  
- the “anti-dazzle” fencing to protect on-coming train drivers’ vision;  
- carriageway construction details; and 
- the safety fence detail. 

 
NR will allow no discharge of rainwater onto the rail land. 
 
Details of the dust control measures are to be forwarded to NR. 
 
Building construction 
 
As the proposed Generating Equipment Building would be circa 90m from the 
rail boundary, NR does not perceive this to impact detrimentally upon the rail, 
hence would not influence NR’s response. 
 
General 
 
NR to forward NR’s standard construction guidance documentation to PBA. 
 
All correspondence to NR to be issued to Amanda Ashton, the NR Town 
Planning Technician LNE & EM (who issued the initial response to the PEIR 
Scoping in June 2014), copied to the appropriate contact. 
 

PBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 
 
 

PBA 
 
 
 

PBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Info 
 

PBA 
 
 
 

Info 
 
 
 
 
 

NR 
 

Info 
 

9. 
 
9.1 

Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next Joint Authorities meeting is to be held on January 21
st
, 2015, and Network 

Rail is invited to this. The draft TA / ES / TP documents will be circulated a 
minimum of two weeks before the meeting to the attendees to enable the Joint 
Authorities to review the work. 

 
 

PBA 

 

J:\28778 Watt - Millbrook Power Station SPV 3\Reports\Consultation\Appendix\Appendix 3.M - s42 Statutory consultation 
meetings\3.M(iv) 141125 Network Rail\141125 - MPL DCO Application - Network Rail Meeting - issued to CL PW.docx 
 
 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.M: Phase 1 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.M(ii) Outreach Meeting with the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), Central 

Bedfordshire Council (CBC), and Parish Councils (26th November 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Meeting note 
 

File reference EN010068 
Status Draft 
Author Karl-Jonas Johansson 
Date 26 November 2014 
Meeting with  Millbrook Power Limited and invited stakeholders 
Venue  Marston Vale Forest Centre 
Attendees  The Planning Inspectorate 

Tom Carpen (Principal Case Manager) 
Alison Down (EIA Adviser) 
Linda Rossiter (EIA Adviser) 
Karl-Jonas Johansson (Case Officer) 
 
Millbrook Power Limited 
Chris McKerrow 
Nick Johnson 
Paul Wormald (Peter Brett Associates) 
Paul Taylor (Taylor Keogh Communications) 
Daniel Yardley (Taylor Keogh Communications) 
 
Millbrook Parish MeetingCouncil 
Cllr Chris Shrimptow 
 
Central Bedfordshire Council 
Cllr Sue Clark (also representing Cranfield  PC) 
John Ellis 
Annabel Robinson 
Cllr Ken Matthews 
Cllr Mike Blair (also representing Ampthill TC) 
 
Stewartby Parish Council 
Cllr David Cooper 
Cllr John Symonds (Chairman) 
 
Lidington Parish Council 
Cllr Iain Clapham (Cchairman) 
Cllr Jean Peall 
 
Marston Moreteyne Parish Council 
Cllr Robert Morris (Chairman) 
 
English Heritage 
Will Fletcher 



 
Ampthill Town Council 
Cllr Mike Blair (Chairman) 
Cllr Margaret Wright 
Dawn Sutherns (Town Clerk)  
 
The Forest of Marston Vale Trust 
James Russell 
 
Maulden Parish Council 
Cllr Chris Tate 
 
RJ Parrish and Son 
Heather Parish 
 
South Pilling Farm 
Emma Tomkins 
David Tomkins 
 

Meeting 
objectives  

Project update and to discuss stakeholder issues 

Circulation All attendees 
 Plus Bedford Borough Councillors Tim Hill & Paul Prescod and 

officers Kim Healey & Melanie Macleod  
  

Welcome and Introduction 
 
The Planning Inspectorate opened the meeting by giving an introduction to the 2008 
Planning Act which was followed by a project update presentation by Millbrook Power 
Limited (see attached slides). 
 
Stakeholder Issues discussed 
 
All parties were advised to engage as soon as possible early on in the consultation 
process so that issues raised by stakeholders may be resolved before the application 
was submitted, as there is very limited scope to change an application after 
submission. 
 
Enforcement 
 
In response to a question, the Planning Inspectorate explained that powers to enforce 
requirements are with the local planning authority and should be specified in the 
Development Consent Order (DCO).  
 
Local Impact Reports (LIR) 
  
The Planning Inspectorate covered the role of the LIR in its presentation. In response 
to a question, The Parish Councils (PCs) represented were advised by the Planning 
Inspectorate that they did not have to produce a Local Impact Report (LIR) but to 
assist joint-working, that they could submit evidence to assist the Local Authorities 
(LAs) with their LIRs.  
 
 



Statements of Common Ground 
 
The Planning Inspectorate covered the role of the LIR in its presentation. Several of 
the statutory parties expressed concerns regarding Statements of Common Ground 
(SoCGs) since their previous experience on a different application, had been one of 
pressure to agree SoCGs before the examination closed. . The Inspectorate explained 
that no party should feel forced to agree a SoCG and if no common ground could be 
agreed, areas of Uncommon Ground could also be specified. The Planning 
Inspectorate advised that aAny SoCG submitted should be clear on what had and had 
not been agreed upon. 
 
Appointment of Examining Inspector  
 
In answer to a query, the Planning Inspectorate explained that matters were taken 
into account as part of the appointment process. The Planning Inspectorate advised 
that the appointment process looks at possible conflicts of interest and would also 
consider whether Inspectors had previously been involved in nearby applications. The 
Planning Inspectorate also advised that where resources allow, the Acceptance 
Inspector would also conduct the examination but this could not be guarenteed. It 
was also clarified that in the event of the application not being accepted and then 
resubmitted, a new inspector may be appointed to conduct the acceptance and 
examination. 
 
How a decision is made 
 
In response to a concern that there was a presumption in favour of the project and 
that there was limited scope to affect the decision, the Planning Inspectorate advised 
the decisions are made in accordance with the relevant National Policy Statements 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/478
54/1938-overarching-nps-for-energy-en1.pdf 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/4785
5/1939-nps-for-fossil-fuel-en2.pdf), subject to a number of tests set out in the 
Planning Act 2008 (as amended). These tests include (but are not limited to), whether 
local impact outweighs the benefits of the scheme, any potential breaches of 
international obligations, for example to the environment, and taking into account 
anything the Secretary of State considers important and relevant. 
 
Previous experience of the process 
 
Some stakeholders wished to know if the relevant representations (RR) process had 
changed since their previous experience and suggested that parts of the application 
form and the terminology used needed to be simplified, eg so that members of the 
public understand what terms such as ‘interest in the land’ actually meant in this 
context. It was noted that the RR form had been refined recently and will be subject 
to ongoing improvements, and it was agreed that the Planning Inspectorate would 
explore the possibility of further clarifying the terminology.  
 
The stakeholders also explained that their previous experience of hearings had not 
been positive and that future hearings can be improved by Inspectors putting 
Interested Parties’ questions to the applicant, or allowing those questions to be asked 
directly, and allowing sufficient time for these.  The Planning Inspectorate offered to 
provide this feedback to the Group Manager for Examining Inspectors.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47854/1938-overarching-nps-for-energy-en1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47854/1938-overarching-nps-for-energy-en1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47855/1939-nps-for-fossil-fuel-en2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47855/1939-nps-for-fossil-fuel-en2.pdf


The Planning Inspectorate advised that a number of improvements had been made to 
its website in response to feedback, and it encouraged more feedback in future. It 
advised there will be a project specific web-page with a visual examination timetable 
available, and a project specific email address will also be set up following the 
meeting. 
 
Responses received by the applicant 
 
During its presentation, the applicant explained that all responses to its consultation 
will be included as appendices to the consultation report, and that the report itself will 
summarise the responses in a table. 
 
Design and visual impact 
 
The applicant stated that due to the nature of the project that it cannot submit a final 
design proposal at the point of submission and that the submitted application will 
utilise the ‘Rochdale Envelope'i approach as the power station’s turbine design is yet 
to be chosen. This means that the final design would have to adhere to limits 
contained in any DCO and cannot go outside those limits.  
 
An attendee raised concerns regarding the visual impact and expressed a preference 
for one stack rather than five as mentioned in the Preliminary Environmental Impact 
Report (PEIR). The applicant advised that the five stack scenario was the worst case 
scenario and that the DCO would commit them to five stacks or less and that the 
numberamount of stacks would depend on the technology chosen in response to a 
range of factors. The applicant also advised, in answer to a question, that as the 
project would be using single cycle turbines, there will be no plume from the stack.  
Concerns were also raised regarding the stack height. The applicant explained that the 
height had been modelled to be as low as possible without compromising on air 
quality and would benefit from being located in the Pit.. 
 
The applicant also advised that it would not be able to first build the power station 
with one stack/turbine and then add a second or a third one at a later date thus 
building up the capacity to 299MW and that the DCO would prohibit this by capping 
the plant at 299MW per annum.  
 
Concerns were also raised regarding the visual impact of the pylons on Ampthill Park. 
The applicant explained that there would be no more than 7 pylons but that the 
number of pylons and the type of connection to the power station would depend on 
the configuration preferred by National Grid for connection to the electricity network, 
which may not be known until the start of the examination process. 
  
Some stakeholders advised that they felt they had too little information regarding the 
visual impact and advised that they wanted a much more fixed design proposal to be 
submitted, including the design of the grid connection. 
 
The Planning Inspectorate explained that the Planning Act 2008 (as amended) allowed 
for flexibility in the design, but that the worst case scenario had to be fully 
asseccessed by the applicant. This does however not mean that the proposed design 
of the station should be unclear and advised the applicant to follow up the concerns 
raised with the respective stakeholders.  
 
The Planning Inspectorate confirmed that a project can be built according to the 
maximum limits specified in the DCO but that this scenario had to be fully assessed in 



the Environmental Statement, and be the subject of consultation. It reiterated the 
benefit of providing comments on potential impacts of the proposed design at the pre-
application stage, to allow the applicant to consider potential impacts it may be 
unaware of. 
 
Some stakeholders advised that the worst scenario may not lead to a scenario that 
was best for the local communities, since the application cannot be materially 
amended after it has been submitted.  
 
The applicant informed stakeholders that it would arrange briefings on the project 
before it submitted its DCO application and would also share with them the top-level 
results of the statutory consultation period.  
 
Operating hours 
 
A stakeholder sought clarification on how the applicant would be prevented from 
running the plant 100% of the year rather than c20% as stated in the Preliminary 
Environmental Impact Report. The applicant explained that the Environmental Permit 
would prevent the plant from running more than c20% of the year.  
 
The applicant was asked by attendees to consider what community benefits they could 
provide for the local community, such as combined heat and power (CHP).  The 
applicant advised that it is able to have further discussions on community benefits 
related to the scheme, however as the project is a peaking plant that would only 
generate power for c20% of the time, the applicant explained that exporting heat 
from the plant wouldn’t be possible. 
 
Other matters 
 
A ‘Low Level Restoration Scheme’ (LLRS) on the project site has commenced and 
must be completed before any construction can take place. It was noted that  and will 
result in the site was cbeing 15m lower than the surrounding land.     
 
The LA and the applicant agreed not to use data from the Rookery South application 
as it is now out of date, and that all draft documents would be circulated to all 
stakeholders present. 
 
Stakeholders also requested that the applicant could use layman terms as much as 
possible in relevant documentation. 
 
The application is expected to be submitted in February 2015.  If consented, and 
subject to financing construction would start in late 2017 at the earliest, and the plant 
would be operational in 2019/20.     
 
AOB 
 
The applicant and the stakeholders agreed to discuss the following issues at future 
meetings. 
 

• Flexible design 
• Visualisation aids 
• Viability of the project 
• Change in energy policy after the general election 
• Community benefits 



 
 
 
 
 

i
 The Rochdale Envelope is a term used to describe circumstances where an applicant is seeking flexibility 

for aspects of its proposal, in which an applicant seeks options / parameters in which the final option / 

detailed design can be resolved after development consent is granted. It is named after a legal decision on 

the issue of assessing the impacts of this approach under Town and Country Planning Act legislation. 

Further information can be found in a Planning Inspectorate Advice Note (see link). 
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4.M(iii) Meeting with O-MIL-s42-ST-PBA-L-96 (17th December 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Meeting held at Millbrook Proving Ground, Millbrook, Bedford, MK45 2JQ  on 17th December 2014 
at 13:30. 

Present: Martin Hughes (MPG) 

Nick Johnson, Chris McKerrow 

Summary 

This meeting had been arranged to further discuss MPL’s needs WRT the Proving Ground. CM 
recapped on where the project is at, what it involves, and what the need for interaction with the 
Proving ground is. MH stated that he was not concerned about the temporary conductors over 
sailing the site – his only concern was the workmen that would be around during its construction. 
CM/NJ explained that this would not be expected to take more than a week. Martin explained that 
given the amount of time between now and the construction program starting, he felt it should be 
relatively easy to come to an arrangement that would work for both parties.  

The exact location of the temporary diversion works was checked in respect to the new 
development at the proving ground. It was agreed that there should be no conflict.    

MH was asked if he had received MPL’s S42 consultation pack – he had and was surprised that MPL 
had not received his response. MH agreed to forward it on directly. He explained that the response 
is not an objection as such, more a statement that more work needs to be done to consider the 
impacts for the proving ground.     

MPL agreed to get a more detailed schedule for the construction program to MH ASAP once NG 
have come back on a number of queries.      

ADDRESS OBSCURED

MH for

MH
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Rhiannon Parrett

Subject: FW: Millbrook Power

From: Goudie, Neil [mailto:Neil.Goudie@environment-agency.gov.uk]  

Sent: 21 January 2015 12:05 
To: Chris McKerrow 

Cc: Paul Wormald; Chris Leach; Benn, Neville A; Taylor, Richard; Butler, Darren 
Subject: RE: Millbrook Power 

Hi Chris, 

Thank you, and your colleagues from Peter Brett Associates, for providing the background to this project. 

It is important to separate the permitting aspects from the planning aspects so please continue to go through 

Neville on aspects relating to planning – as ultimately it will be his team leader that may have to sign off any 

‘Statements of Common Ground’ if we get to an impasse on the planning application. 

I will provide our response, from compliance/permitting perspective, to him during the consultation process which 

won’t be too far from what has been provided before for the sister project in our neighbouring Area. 

Permitting Reference Identification 

I suggested we set up some archiving mechanisms for permitting correspondence and do that I will issue you with a 

permitting reference identifier. 

Please forward the following:- 

Application Expected Date A best estimate is useful for permitting planning purposes.

Site Name and Address Please always include the Grid Ref – if a postal address is yet 

to be assigned to the site. 

Operator Name and Registered Office 

Address inc Companies House 

number

Also add in any names of agents/consultants carrying out the 

application work on behalf of the operator

BAT – Open Cycle 

The key areas for permitting will revolve around demonstration of Best Available Techniques for Open Cycle GTs.  At 

present we have creating a ‘holding position’ for Open Cycle plant which limits them to 500hr / annum operational 

hours.  This is based on our expectation that plant must optimise its energy efficiency.   We are currently reviewing 

our BAT criteria for Open Cycle GT operations and until that concludes I am just letting you be aware of the current 

situation. 

Air Emissions 

Combustion activities are significant contributors of Oxides of Nitrogen.  We will need demonstration, by assessing 

at permitting, that the stack heights are considered BAT based on the Process Contribution and background ground 

level concentrations.  Please be aware of any AQMZ within 10kms of the proposal.   

BREF - Combustion 

The BREF is still very much draft but the UKs submission to the various Technical Working Groups (TWGs) should 

provide what the UKs Government’s position is for each of the TWGs.   
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http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http:/www.environment-

agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/144756.aspx 

As the BREF is planned to be adopted in 2015 then for existing sites compliance will required within 4 years of the 

adoption date. We will complete a permit BAT review in 2019 to complete that requirement. 

For new applications our current enforcement position is that if the BREF is adopted after a new application is duly 

made the ELVs at permit issue will be based on a BAT assessment of new plant standards at the time the application 

is duly made.  However, where necessary, pre-operational and/or improvement conditions will be used to ensure 

timely compliance with the BREF conclusions. 

From this our expectation is that sites will be designing new plant to meet the likely BREF conclusions and where 

there are ‘unexpected last minute changes’ to them then we can implement a route to ensure compliance in as 

short, and as practicable, period as possible but no later than 4 years from BREF conclusions publication.

Carbon Capture and CHP Readiness 

In addition, for new applications being received now, we require CHP readiness and our guidance on that can be 

found here:- 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-efficiency-for-combustion-and-energy-from-waste-power-

plants 

This clearly is more focussed on high efficiency (water and hybrid cooled) plant but I provide as a steer to other 

projects you may get involved with in England. 

This contains information on Carbon Capture readiness as well. 

I understand that there is some uncertainty on how the <300MWe threshold should be measured for deciding 

whether Carbon Capture is required so I will provide further advice and guidance when I receive it from our 

Environment and Business Advisors. 

I hope the above is useful, even if it has repeated previous dialogue in other Areas, but please do not hesitate in 

coming back to me if you need further technical information on permitting. 

Kind Regards, 

 Neil Goudie 
 Regulatory Officer, Combustion & COMAH Team 
  (Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire Area) 

 Environment Agency - Pollution, Prevention and Control (PPC) Team 
 Bromholme Lane, Brampton, Huntingdon, PE28 4NE 
 External Dial: +44 (0) 1480 483820  Internal Dial: 750 3820 
 neil.goudie@environment-agency.gov.uk 
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From: Chris McKerrow [mailto:cmckerrow@stagenergy.com] 

Sent: 20 January 2015 19:32 
To: Goudie, Neil 

Cc: Paul Wormald (pwormald@peterbrett.com); Chris Leach 

Subject: Millbrook Power 

Neil 

Nice to meet with you today and thanks for your time. 

As promised, please find attached a link to the statement of common ground between the EA and Progress Power 

(the other 299 MW OCGT we discussed that is nearing the end of examination). There is a paper at the end of this 

document which we asked Parsons Brinkerhoff to produce in response to the Environment Agency’s request for 

further information regarding both the economic efficiencies of OCGT relative to CCGT and the emergence of new 

technologies which may challenge the relative efficiency of OCGT to CCGT.  

Grateful if you could pass on to Neville. 

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010060/2.%20Post-

Submission/Representations/LIR%20and%20SoCG/Statement%20of%20Common%20Ground%20between%20Progr

ess%20Power%20limited%20and%20Environment%20Agency.pdf 

Best regards 

Chris McKerrow 

Project Director  

Millbrook Power 

Tel: 0131 550 3380 

Mob: 07887 762 902 

This message has been scanned and no issues discovered. 
 Click here to report this email as spam 

Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally privileged. If you 
have received this message by mistake, please notify the sender immediately, delete it 
and do not copy it to anyone else. 

We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should still check 
any attachment before opening it. 
We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to under the 
Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for litigation.  Email messages and 
attachments sent to or from any Environment Agency address may also be accessed by 
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someone other than the sender or recipient, for business purposes. 
 Click here to report this email as spam 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This message has been scanned for viruses by Websense 

_ 
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Rhiannon Parrett

From: Nick Johnson <NJohnson@stagenergy.com>

Sent: 22 January 2015 19:21

To: Martin Hughes

Cc: Susannah Harvey; Chris McKerrow

Subject: Millbrook Power - update

Attachments: diversion plan.pdf

Martin, 

Since our last meeting with you, we have spoken to National Grid and our engineers and have some further 

information regarding the electrical connection for our project. The main points of note are: 

• The construction of the electrical connection will take up to 5 months, starting in March 2020 (as

previously discussed most of this work will be taking place to the north of Station Lane and will have no

impact on the Proving Ground)

• A temporary diversion of the 400 kV line will be erected to the south of the existing 400 kV which will

involve;

o Erecting a scaffold structure over Station Lane – this will fit into the verges of the road and will not

require the use of Proving Ground land 

o Erecting a temporary pylon – this will be to the north of Station Lane

o  Pulling cables along the temporary diversion route which crosses the Proving Ground as shown in the

plan. This process will take up to 5 days and may or may not require a short section of the Proving 

Ground fence to be taken down. In the event that the fence is removed National Grid contractors 

will provide 24 hr security. Some equipment will have to be located next to the western most pylon 

within the Proving Ground as shown in the attached.  

o Vegetation will need to be cleared 10 m on either side of the diversion route (shown in attached

plan). Most vegetation can be cut back, lopped or coppiced rather than being removed altogether. 

It has been assumed that these areas will be accessed by removing a section of fence adjacent to a 

layby off Station Lane, however we would be interested in exploring the possibility of using existing 

means of access with yourself in due course.  

o  During the four to five month interim period during which the diversion will be ‘live’ and construction 

works will be on-going to the north, any security fence belonging to the Proving ground will be 

reinstated and the over-sailing conductors will not impose any restriction on the use of your facility. 

No access will be required to the diversion during this time.  

o Restringing the existing 400 kV line, again this will take up to 5 days with the same impacts as above.

o  Millbrook Power would re-plant anything that had been removed during the process.

We appreciate that this will be inconvenient for your business and involves some disruption to you. We intend to 

follow up this email with a further plan if required and an offer of compensation for you to consider with the

suggested terms of an agreement between us. It may also be useful to clarify that Millbrook Power will pay for the 

reasonable costs of your legal representation in this process. We expect to make you an offer prior to the end of 

February. 

In the meantime of you have any questions or wish to discuss the process generally please do not hesitate to 

contact me or our legal director Susannah Harvey. 

With best regards, 

Nick  

Nick Johnson 
Stag Energy 

[contains sensitive information]



Existing line

Temporary Diversion cables

Temporary Pylon

Approx 10 m strip 
to be cleared/cut 
back

Cable stringing machine 
to be located here
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Your ref: 

Our ref: PGW/MPL 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: Millbrook Power Limited:  Proposed gas fired power plant at Rookery South Pit, Nr. 
Millbrook, Bedfordshire – INFORMATION UPDATE 

Peter Brett Associates act for Millbrook Power Limited (MPL). 

I write to update you on MPL's proposal to construct and operate a gas-fired power station on a site 
at Rookery South Pit together with an integral gas connection and electrical connection (together 
"the Project"). 

MPL undertook statutory consultation regarding the Project, pursuant to sections 42, 47 and 48 of 

the Planning Act 2008 (“the Planning Act”), between 13 October and 16 November 2014 and would 

like to thank all those who provided comments. MPL is having regard to the responses received as 

it refines its proposals in anticipation of the submission of the application for a Development 

Consent Order for the Project in the first quarter of 2015. 

We wanted to update you on some of the work that MPL has been doing in order to take on board 

consultation feedback and refine the proposals for the Project. 

One key area of feedback has related to the proposed Electrical Connection. As you may recall, the 

proposed Project includes the construction, operation and maintenance of a new electrical 

connection together with a new substation to connect the power generation plant to the existing 

overhead power line nearby. At consultation, the layout of the Electrical Connection was not 

finalised but an area within which the connection would be sited was identified.  

At that time a realistic worst case scenario of up to two overhead line double circuits [of 400 kV] 
(including up to seven new towers one of which would replace an existing tower leading to six net 
additional towers) had been assumed (and was environmentally assessed). However MPL has 
continued to work with National Grid on the indicative design of the connection and it has become 
apparent through the responses to the statutory consultation that one of the major concerns has 
been the impact on the landscape and on views of overhead power lines and towers. 

Peter Brett Associates LLP 
16 Brewhouse Yard 
Clerkenwell 
London, EC1V 4LJ 

T: 07552 276384 
E: pwormald@peterbrett.com 

Registered Office: Caversham Bridge House, Waterman Place, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8DN. UK. T: +44 (0)118 950 0761 F: +44 (0)118 959 7498 
Peter Brett Associates LLP is a limited liability partnership and is registered in England and Wales with registered number OC334398. 
A list of members’ names is open to inspection at our registered office. Brett Consulting Limited is wholly owned by Peter Brett Associates LLP. 
Registered number: 07765026. 

Roger Tym & Partners is part of Peter Brett Associates LLP.  www.peterbrett.com 



Following due consideration of a number of factors (including perceived impact, engineering issues 
and cost), MPL is pleased to have been able to take on board community and consultee feedback 
and has taken the decision to underground as much of the connection as possible.  

This underground connection would take the form of: 

1) One underground double circuit. This would require one replacement tower (which will
replace an existing tower and will be located in the existing Grendon – Sundon transmission 
route corridor, thereby resulting in no net additional towers). The replacement tower will be 
up to 48 m tall rather than up to 45 m tall as previously indicated in the statutory 
consultation – a change of less than 10%; 

2) Either one or two Sealing End Compounds (SECs) located adjacent to the existing
transmission line. The SEC(s) are required to ‘seal off’ the area within which the cables are 
taken underground. Each SEC will cover an area of approximately 0.25 of a Hectare. 

3) Both circuits would then be connected via underground cables approximately 500 metres in

length to a new substation (the ‘Substation’) - which will remain located in the Rookery South Pit. 

Other amendments to the Project that MPL has made in order to take on board the feedback that 

has been received during consultation include:  

• Consultation zones modified

• Choice of corridor

• Location of AGI

• Revised red line boundary

• Undergrounding of the Electrical Connection cable.

The submission under the Planning Act 2008 for the application for a Development Consent Order 

for the Project will be made by MPL before the end of Q1 2015. 

Should the application be accepted by the Planning Inspectorate (a decision would be made within 

28 days of the application being received by the Planning Inspectorate), then MPL would notify the 

local community, statutory consultees and relevant landowners of the acceptance of the application 

and invite those who are interested to register with the Planning Inspectorate in order to remain 

involved in the process of considering and examining the accepted application. Details of the 

application would also be published in hard copy in local authority’s office and in various libraries in 

the area. The information would also be made available on the planning inspectorate’s website 

(http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/). The Planning Inspectorate would then take up to six 

months to examine the accepted application for the Project (this process would include receiving 

representations from those who have registered an interest in the Project). Following completion of 

its examination, the Planning Inspectorate would then have three months to report to the Secretary 

of State, who would themselves have three months in which to make a decision on whether or not 

to grant consent for the Project. 
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http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/


Please do not hesitate to contact me using the above details should you require any further 

information, or if you would like to meet with a relevant member or members of the team to discuss 

the Project. 

Yours faithfully 

Paul Wormald 
Director of Planning for Waste and Energy 

For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP 
16 Brewhouse Yard, Clerkenwell, London, EC1V 4LJ 
m   07552 276384 
e pwormald@peterbrett.com  
w www.peterbrett.com  
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Rhiannon Parrett

From: Paul Taylor <paul@taylorkeogh.com>

Sent: 06 March 2015 11:28
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Subject: Millbrook Power - Information Update (February 6th) 

February 6
th

 2015

I attach the latest information about Millbrook Power’s proposals to construct and operate 

a gas-fired power station at Rookery South Pit, near Marston Moretaine and Stewartby.   If 

you have any questions about the project, which requires planning approval, please let me 

know. 

Kind regards 
Paul Taylor 
Taylor Keogh Communications (on behalf of Millbrook Power Ltd)
T:  0203 170 8465  /  DDI:   0203 170 8466 
M: 07966 782611 
E:  paul@taylorkeogh.com 

W: www.taylorkeogh.com 

Address: No 1, LYRIC SQUARE, LONDON W6 0NB 

For the latest energy news and political intelligence 
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POWER STATION PROJECT UPDATE – February 6th 2015 

I am writing to update you on Millbrook Power's proposal to construct and operate a gas-
fired power station on a site at Rookery South Pit together with an integral gas connection 
and electrical connection. 

As you know, Millbrook Power (MPL) undertook statutory public consultation regarding the 
Project last autumn (October/November).  Since then, MPL has considered the responses, 
carried out further technical and environment studies and refined its proposals in 
anticipation of submitting its application for a Development Consent Order for the Project 
before the end of March.  

We wanted to update you on how MPL has refined its proposals in response to the feedback 
received during the consultation process.   

One key area of feedback has related to the proposed Electrical Connection. As you may 
recall, the proposed Project includes the construction, operation and maintenance of a new 
electrical connection together with a new substation to connect the power generation plant 
to the existing overhead power line nearby.  

Our work over recent months, carried out in consultation with National Grid, had pointed us 
towards an electrical connection comprising two overhead lines and up to seven new 
transmission towers.  However after further consideration by the MPL team of various 
factors (including perceived impact, engineering issues and cost), and acknowledging the 
views expressed by local people, we have taken the decision to underground the connection 
as much as possible. 

This means that no new transmission towers for the Project will be built (one existing tower, 
which stands 46m high, will be replaced by one that is 48m).  In order for the underground 
cable connection to connect into the National Grid, there will be a need for either one or 
two “connection areas” known as Sealing End Compounds to be built adjacent to the 
existing transmission lines.  Central Bedfordshire and Bedford Borough councillors as well as 
local parish councillors have welcomed MPL’s decision to underground the necessary 
electrical connection. 

The location of the sub-station remains within Rookery South Pit, next to the generation 
plant.   

We have also made some other adjustments to the Project since the autumn consultation 
including the route of the underground of the gas pipeline connection and the Project’s 
boundary lines.  The height of the chimney stacks (up to five) has been reduced to no more 
than 35 metres high from the base of Rookery South Pit, which is approximately 15m deep.  



We have also finalised the routes that construction traffic would use to and from the site in 
order to avoid driving through residential areas and plans have been drawn up for how the 
Project will be landscaped and screened to minimise its visual impact. 
 
As mentioned previously, the submission under the Planning Act 2008 for the application for 
a Development Consent Order for the Project will be made by MPL before the end of March.  
Should the application be accepted by the Planning Inspectorate (a decision would be made 
within 28 days of the application being received by the Planning Inspectorate), then MPL 
would notify the local community, statutory consultees and relevant landowners of the 
acceptance of the application and invite those who are interested to register with the 
Planning Inspectorate in order to remain involved in the process of considering and 
examining the accepted application.  
 
Details of the application would also be published in hard copy in local authority offices and 
in various libraries in the area. The information would also be made available on the 
planning inspectorate’s website (http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/), and our 
website www.millbrookpower.co.uk  will carry information also.  
 
The Planning Inspectorate would then take up to six months to examine the accepted 
application for the Project (this process would include receiving representations from those 
who have registered an interest in the Project). Following completion of its examination, the 
Planning Inspectorate would then have three months to report to the Secretary of State, 
who would themselves have three months in which to make a decision on whether or not to 
grant consent for the Project. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact MPL, should you require any further information.  You can  
contact MPL via info@millbrookpower.co.uk , via freepost (RTEY-JYYB-ERSR 49 York Place, 
Edinburgh EH1 3JD) or phone 0131 550 3380.  
 
Regards 
Nick Johnson, Project Manager at Millbrook Power Ltd 
 

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
http://www.millbrookpower.co.uk/
mailto:info@millbrookpower.co.uk


 
 
 

Appendix 4.N: Phase 1 post-statutory information 
updates 

4.N(ii) 20th March 2015 Information Update letter and Updated Red Line 

Boundary and Order Limits plan (Figure 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
Your ref:   

Our ref: PGW/MPL 
 
 
<ADDRESS> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20/03/2015 
 
Dear Sir/Madam  
 
 
Re: Millbrook Power Limited:  Proposed gas fired power plant at Rookery South Pit, Nr. 
Millbrook, Bedfordshire, Development Consent Order (DCO) 
 
 
Peter Brett Associates act for Millbrook Power Limited (MPL). 
 
I write to update you on MPL’s proposal to construct and operate an up to 299MW gas-fired power 
station on a site at Rookery South Pit together with an integral gas connection and electrical 
connection (together "the Project"). 
 
This letter is to inform you that MPL is about to submit a DCO application for the Project to the 
Planning Inspectorate and to advise you of a slight amendment to the redline boundary for the 
Project that MPL consulted on in the statutory consultation period in October/November 2014. MPL 
would also like to inform you that it will be proposing some minor amendments to the Rookery 
South (Resource Recovery Facility) Order 2011 (“RRF DCO”). The amendments are proposed to 
enable both the Rookery South RRF and MPL’s Project to be constructed, should both proceed to 
the financing and construction stages. 
 
 
Amendment to MPL’s consultation redline boundary     
 
The amendment to the redline boundary is shown in Appendix 3.ZA to the Consultation Report (and 
enclosed for convenience), which form part of the DCO application (Document References 5.2 and 
5.1 respectively) and which will be made available to the public should the application be accepted 
for examination by the Planning Inspectorate. Following submission of the application, the 
acceptance decision will be made within 28 days. Following acceptance of the application, the local 
community, relevant landowners and statutory consultees will be notified under s56 of the Planning 
Act 2008 of acceptance and the notification will explain how third parties can engage with the 
Planning Inspectorate's examination of the application.  
 

Peter Brett Associates LLP 
16 Brewhouse Yard 
Clerkenwell 
London, EC1V 4LJ 
 
T: 07552 276384 
E: pwormald@peterbrett.com 
 

 
Registered Office: Caversham Bridge House, Waterman Place, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8DN. UK. T: +44 (0)118 950 0761 F: +44 (0)118 959 7498 
Peter Brett Associates LLP is a limited liability partnership and is registered in England and Wales with registered number OC334398. 
A list of members’ names is open to inspection at our registered office. Brett Consulting Limited is wholly owned by Peter Brett Associates LLP. 
Registered number: 07765026. 
 

Roger Tym & Partners is part of Peter Brett Associates LLP.       www.peterbrett.com 

 



 

The amendment to the redline boundary of October/November 2014 has been made as a result of 
discussions with relevant landowners, is entirely within Rookery South Pit and has been proposed 
in order to provide some flexibility as to the exact location and route of the Access Road that forms 
part of the Project from the point at which it enters Rookery South Pit to the boundary for the 
Generating Equipment Site. This amendment does not affect any other parts of the Project (such as 
the location and indicative layout of the generating equipment and substation), nor the proposed 
routes for the gas connection and electrical connection.  The land within the amended area also 
forms part of the same land interests that were affected by the redline boundary that was consulted 
on in October/November 2014 and as such no additional landowners are affected by this 
amendment.  
 
 
Amendment to the Rookery South RRF DCO 
 
The proposed amendment to the Rookery South RRF DCO that MPL wishes to make is (pursuant 
to s120 of the Planning Act 2008) to include protective provisions for MPL’s benefit within that 
DCO. Protective Provisions are commonly used as a way of governing the way that two statutory 
undertakers (such as those holding electricity generation licences, which will be the case for both 
the Rookery South Resource Recovery Facility and the Project) will interact, to ensure that both 
organisations can deliver their statutory functions. In this case, the Rookery South RRF DCO 
includes a range of rights and powers over land on which MPL is proposing to construct the Project. 
In the same way as other statutory undertakers have protective provisions in the Rookery South 
RRF DCO which govern the way that certain powers and rights under that DCO will be exercised, 
MPL is proposing to insert wording that would govern the interaction between anyone exercising 
certain rights and powers in the Rookery South RRF DCO and MPL, within the proposed boundary 
for the Project.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me using the above details should you require any further 

information, or if you would like to meet with a relevant member or members of the MPL team to 

discuss the Project. 

 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
Paul Wormald 
Director of Planning for Waste and Energy 
 
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP 
16 Brewhouse Yard, Clerkenwell, London, EC1V 4LJ 
m   07552 276384 
e pwormald@peterbrett.com  
w www.peterbrett.com  

 

2 

mailto:pwormald@peterbrett.com
http://www.peterbrett.com/




 
 
 

Appendix 4.N: Phase 1 post-statutory information 
updates 

4.N(iii) 25th March 2015 Information Update letter 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

49 York Place Edinburgh, EH1 3JD 

Company registration No. 8920458 

 

March 25th 2015 
 
Dear Sir/Madam  
 
 
Re: Millbrook Power Limited:  Proposed gas fired power plant at Rookery South 
Pit, Nr. Millbrook, Bedfordshire, Development Consent Order (DCO) 
 
Further to our letter/email of March 20th, with regard to the project, we will no longer be 
submitting our application this week.  
 
Directors of Watt Power Limited, MPL’s parent company, wish MPL to defer the submission 
of the application until the end of this year.  Given the significant amount of work that MPL 
has carried out to date, this decision was not taken lightly, but our directors are mindful of 
the evolving political environment and the market conditions for new power generation 
projects in this country. 
 
Millbrook Power will continue to engage with you and other consultees and have regard to 
any correspondence in the lead up to submission of its application which will be made at the 
end of this year. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any further 
information, or if you would like to speak with a relevant member of the MPL team to discuss 
the Project. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Nick Johnson 
Project Manager, Millbrook Power    
0131 550 3380 
info@millbrookpower.co.uk 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(i) Meeting between Peter Brett Associates (PBA), Central Bedfordshire 

Council (CBC), the IDB and the Environment Agency on at the Board’s office in 

Stewartby (4th July 2017) 
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Meeting Title: Millbrook Power, Bedfordshire 

Attendees: Alys Bishop (CBC), Trevor Skelding (Beds IDB), Stuart Harwood (PBA) 

cc: Chris Leach (PBA), Nick Johnson (Millbrook Power Limited) 

Date of Meeting: 4th July 2017 

Job Number: 40335-3005 

 

Item Subject Actions 

1.  Background/Introduction 
 
SH provided an overview of the project and introduced the applicant 
based upon the information set out in the PEIR document (both 
CBC and the IDB having confirmed receipt as part of the S42 
consultation).  It was noted that a DCO application was to be made 
towards the end of 2017. 
 
Explained that the project had been placed ‘on hold’ in early 2015, 
at which point both the FRA and ‘water’ ES chapter had been 
prepared.  The purpose of the meeting was therefore to: 
 

 ‘re-cap’ on matters; 

 ensure that any ‘new’ information is identified and; 

 reach agreement regarding the issues to be addressed and 
the scope of any work that may be required to revise and 
update the 2014 FRA and ES chapter. 

 

 

2.  Roles/Responsibilities 
 
SH explained that PBA had re-consulted the Environment Agency 
(EA) and been advised that they had no comment to make in 
respect of flood risk and drainage and that they had deferred to the 
IDB and CBC as LLFA on such matters. 
 
TS confirmed that the IDB was principally interested in the surface 
water pumping regime from Rookery Pit (to the Mill Brook 
watercourse bordering the western boundary of the Pit) and 
ensuring that any pumping continued in accordance with the terms 
of the existing consent to discharge (which permits pumping at a 
rate of 23l/s).  TS advised that, on the assumption that the pumping 
regime would be unchanged, the IDB would have no comment on 
the proposals. 
 
It was noted that the Mill Brook watercourse falls outside the IDB’s 
District and would be classified as an Ordinary Watercourse, under 
the jurisdiction of the LLFA (CBC). 
 
AB acknowledged that CBC would ‘lead’ on flood risk/drainage 
matters, but noted that it’s a ‘legacy’ project, such that she would 
need to consult the EA to ensure agreement/clarity regarding the 
scope of issues to address. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AB 
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It was also noted that any works (permanent or temporary) to the 
watercourses bordering Rookery Pit would require consent.  
Consent applications are dealt with by the IDB on behalf of Central 
Beds Council. 
 
TS queried whether Bedfordshire Borough Council (BBC) should be 
consulted (noting that the north-eastern corner of Rookery South Pit 
falls within BBC’s area).  AB commented that, as the application site 
and the vast majority of the Pit fell within CBC’s area, CBC and the 
IDB would lead. 
 

3.  Policy, Guidance and Evidence Base 
 
AB advised that CBC’s draft Local Plan, and the associated 
evidence base, had been published for public consultation. 
 
AB advised that the principal evidence base studies relevant to both 
the FRA and ‘water’ ES chapter are: 
 

 Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (July 2017) 

 Water Cycle Study (July 2017) 
 
AB also highlighted (i) CBC’s Local Flood Risk Management 
Strategy (February 2014), (ii) the Tri-Lead Local Authority 
Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (June 2011), (iii) Central 
Bedfordshire Sustainable Drainage Supplementary Planning 
Document (adopted April 2014) and (iv) CBC’s Advice Note ‘Advice 
for the provision of surface water drainage systems for new 
developments (April 2015)’. 
 

 

4.  Site and Project Description 
 
SH provided a description of The Rookery (north and south - former 
clay pits) and an overview of the principal components of the project 
by reference to the information, figures, etc, included within the May 
2017 Preliminary Environmental Information Report (provided on 
the Millbrook Power website:  http://www.millbrookpower.co.uk/). 
 
It was noted that the generating plant will comprise only one 
generator unit (previously up to five), running for up to 2,250 hours 
per year. 
 
SH explained that the project constitutes a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project pursuant to the 2008 Planning Act and 
therefore requires development consent under that Act.  PBA has 
been appointed to prepare the Environmental Statement and 
associated Flood Risk Assessment in support of the application for 
a Development Consent Order (DCO). 

 

5.  PEIR and Section 42 Consultation 
 
TS acknowledged receipt of the PEIR, but confirmed that the IDB 
had yet to respond.  TS to draft a response ASAP. 
 
AB acknowledged receipt of the PEIR (uploaded to CBC’s file 
sharing/hosting site by SH on 2nd June) but had yet to review the 
document and would consult colleagues re: whether a response 
had been drafted. 
 

 
 

TS 
 
 

AB 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.millbrookpower.co.uk/
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Post-meeting note:  AB advised via e-mail dated 4th July that CBC 
had responded to the consultation. 
 
SH highlighted that the PEIR document incorporates a copy of the 
FRA as drafted prior to the project being placed on hold in March 
2015 (the FRA comprising Appendix G of the PEIR).  SH explained 
that it would be helpful to receive CBC’s feedback/comment on the 
draft FRA prior to finalising the document for submission.  AB 
agreed to review and comment on the document.  AB to advise re: 
timeframe for completing the review. 
 
SH referred to the EA’s response to the Section 42 consultation, the 
Agency having commented that the site is located in Flood Zone 1 
(according to their Flood Map) and that the IDB and LLFA should be 
consulted for ‘drainage advice’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AB 

6.  Low Level Restoration Scheme 
 
SH explained that The Rookery is the subject of a Low Level 
Restoration Scheme (LLRS) and that, once restored, Rookery 
South (the location of the Millbrook Power project), would be 
approximately 15m below the surrounding ground level. 
 
SH explained that the principal works associated with the LLRS 
comprise: 
 

 Re-profiling of the base of the pit to create a platform 
graded to fall to the north; 

 Implementation of a surface water drainage system, 
comprising a balancing pond, network of interceptor 
channels and pumping station; 

 Buttressing of the pit slopes; 

 Provision of access ramps; 

 Landscaping works/planting around the pit edge and 
balancing pond. 

 
It was noted and agreed that, as the LLRS is to be 
implemented/completed prior to any development within Rookery 
South Pit, the LLRS constitutes the ‘baseline’ for the purposes of 
the EIA and preparation of the FRA for the Millbrook Power project 
(this being consistent with the approach adopted for the Covanta 
project). 
 
AB queried provisions in respect of maintenance of the balancing 
pond, etc.  SH advised that responsibility for maintenance sat with 
O&H Properties Ltd. 
 

 

7.  Surface Water Management 
 
SH explained that the LLRS drainage scheme comprises/operates 
as follows: 
 

 Surface water collecting in the balancing pond will be 
pumped to (i) Rookery North at a rate of 100l/s and (ii) the 
Mill Brook at a rate of 23l/s (as per the terms of the existing 
Consent to Discharge); 

 The water level in Rookery North will be drawn down by 
approximately 1m; 
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 Water from Rookery North will return to the balancing pond 
in Rookery South via a gravity connection at a rate of no 
more than 23l/s. 

 By using Rookery North as a strategic storm water storage 
facility, the balancing pond would return to its normal water 
level approximately 12 days after the 1 in 100 year plus 
climate change event. 

 
SH explained that, in respect of design parameters, the base and 
side-slopes of Rookery South Pit are assumed to be 100% 
impermeable and the sizing of the balancing pond has been 
undertaken using catchment-specific rainfall parameters derived 
from the Flood Estimation Handbook (FEH). 
 
The balancing pond has been sized to accommodate rainfall events 
up to and including the 1 in 100 year event including climate change 
and comprises a retained water depth of 0.5m. 
 
As the LLRS design has been prepared assuming the Pit to be 
100% impermeable and the Millbrook Power project falls within the 
catchment of the Pit, it was agreed that the LLRS drainage strategy 
offers adequate capacity to accommodate surface water run-off 
from the Millbrook Power project, such that no additional mitigation 
would be required in respect of surface water run-off control. 
 
SH explained that design of the surface water drainage strategy 
caters for residual risk scenarios comprising (i) the 1 in 100 year 
plus climate change event and a period of pumping station failure 
(pumps off-line for 3 days) and (ii) a "follow-on" event - a 1 in 10 
year plus climate change event occurring within 1 week of the 1 in 
100 year plus climate change event.  The pond has been sized to 
provide sufficient residual capacity above that required for the 1 in 
100 year plus climate change event to accommodate both residual 
risk scenarios. 
 
On this basis, it was agreed that the design of the drainage strategy 
is robust. 
 

8.  Flood Risk Associated with Mill Brook 
 
SH explained that a HEC-RAS hydraulic model of the Mill Brook and 
its tributary (running along the southern fringe of Rookery South Pit) 
had been developed as part of PBA’s previous work (to inform 
design of the LLRS (2008) and the FRA for the Covanta RRF 
scheme (2010)).  The analysis had shown that floodwater may ‘spill’ 
into Rookery South Pit from a localised area of the tributary, albeit 
at a relatively low rate (peak spill rate of approx. 0.2m3/s). 
 
SH explained that, as per the LLRS proposals, floodwater will be 
allowed to spill into the Pit as per the “existing” situation, but will be 
“managed” by being intercepted and conveyed to the attenuation 
pond.  SH confirmed that the surface water drainage channels and 
attenuation pond being brought forward as part of the LLRS had 
been designed to accommodate floodwater influx from the Mill 
Brook tributary. 
 
In addition, it was noted that the ‘raised’ platform created by the 
LLRS works will be such that the site of the Millbrook Power project 
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will be elevated above water levels within the balancing pond and 
associated drainage channels, etc. 
 
On this basis, it was agreed that the project site would be 
adequately safeguarded from flooding, such that no further 
mitigation works would be required as part of the project. 
 
SH explained that consideration of the 1,000 year event in 2010 had 
shown that floodwater may spill over the eastern bank of the Mill 
Brook immediately upstream of the culvert beneath the railway (in 
the vicinity of the north-west corner of the Covanta RRF site).  
Given the distance from the Millbrook Power site, coupled with the 
topography across the base of the Pit following implementation of 
the LLRS, it was agreed that mitigation measures would not need to 
be brought forward as part of the Millbrook Power project.  (It was 
also noted that measures had been incorporated within the design 
of the Covanta RRF scheme to cater for this floodwater spill). 
 
The requirement to divert the lower reach of the Mill Brook tributary 
(as part of the LLRS) was noted and SH advised that the diverted 
reach had been designed to convey 100 year plus climate change 
flood flows ‘in bank’.  TS and AB confirmed this is an adequate 
design standard. 
 
TS confirmed that the IDB would deal with any consent applications 
for watercourse works on behalf of CBC. 
 
SH highlighted the fact that the hydraulic modelling analysis dates 
to 2010.  The EA has previously (2014) advised that the model 
provides the best available data in respect of flood risk associated 
with the Mill Brook, such that it should be taken forward and used to 
inform the FRA prepared in support of the Millbrook Power Project. 
 
It was noted that the assessment of catchment hydrology (flood 
flows) was revisited in 2014 to establish whether estimates were 
higher/lower than those derived in 2010.  SH confirmed that the 
2014 analysis resulted in lower flood flow estimates than derived in 
2010 and, as agreed with the EA, the modelling analysis was not 
therefore updated. 
 
TS and AB advised that the hydrology assessment should be 
revisited.  TS and AB agreed that, where the updated, 2017 
analysis provides flow estimates that are less than or equal to the 
2010 estimates, it would not be necessary to revisit the hydraulic 
modelling analysis (i.e. the 2010 modelling data/output could be 
taken forward and used to inform the FRA). 
 

9.  Climate Change 
 
It was noted that guidance regarding the allowances to be used for 
the purposes of preparing FRA’s had changed following the 
publication of EA guidance titled ‘Flood risk assessments: climate 
change allowances (February 2016)’. 
 
Whilst both TS and AB noted that the LLRS benefits from planning 
permission and acknowledged that the 2016 guidance would not 
need to be applied ‘retrospectively’, the FRA prepared for the 
Millbrook Power scheme should comply with the 2016 guidance. 
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It was noted that the current guidance requires that a rainfall 
intensity allowance of between 10% and 20% is adopted (based 
upon a project design life of c.25 years).  SH confirmed that the 
LLRS surface water drainage strategy had been designed using a 
30% increase in rainfall intensity and it was therefore agreed that 
the strategy was robust when reviewed within the context of the 
current climate change allowances guidance (i.e. such that the 
Millbrook Power Project would not need to bring forward additional 
mitigation for surface water run-off). 
 
In respect of peak river flow allowances, it was noted that the 
current guidance requires that an allowance of between 20% and 
35% is adopted.  SH confirmed that the modelling analysis 
undertaken in 2010 and the draft FRA prepared in 2014 assessed 
the implications of a 20% increase in flood flows within the Mill 
Brook and its tributary. 
 
TS and AB suggested that model sensitivity testing was undertaken 
to establish the impacts of a 35% increase in flood flows upon flood 
water influx to Rookery South Pit (i.e. whether the balancing pond 
offers adequate capacity to accommodate additional inflows). 
 

10.  Water Framework Directive 
 
AB queried whether a Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
compliance assessment was being prepared in support of the DCO 
application. 
 
SH explained that this had not been identified as a requirement 
following EIA scoping and stakeholder consultation completed 
previously (2014). 
 
AB noted that the Mill Brook watercourse outfalls to Stewartby Lake, 
a WFD designated water body, and will therefore consult the EA to 
establish whether a WFD compliance assessment is required in this 
instance and, if so, the scope required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AB 

11.  AOB 
 
AB suggested that a multi-disciplinary ‘follow-up’ meeting/workshop 
may be beneficial to ensure the various technical strands are ‘joined 
up’, there are no conflicting/competing requirements, etc. 
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cranfieldpc@btconnect.com; sarahwatt36@gmail.com
Cc: john.wheeler@bedford.gov.uk; wilshamstead.ward@yahoo.co.uk; tim.hill@bedford.gov.uk
Subject: Millbrook Power: update 7th July
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7th July 2017
 
Dear All
 

The statutory consultation period for the Millbrook Power scheme ended on July 2nd.  The
project team received a fair number of comments from local people and organisations,
and rest assured, the comments will be addressed in detail in the Environment Statement
(ES) that will accompany MPL’s application for a Development Consent Order.  The
application is still expected to be submitted later this year once the necessary
environmental and technical studies have been completed. We will notify you of the
application submission once it is made and will ensure that the local Parish Councils
receive a copy of the ES and other supporting application documents. 
 
Kind regards
Paul (Taylor)
Taylor Keogh Communications (on behalf of Millbrook Power Ltd)
T:  020 8392 8250
M: 07966 782611
E:  paul@taylorkeogh.com
W: www.taylorkeogh.com
 

For the latest energy news and political intelligence
 
The information contained in this email is intended for the individual(s) to whom it is addressed.  It may contain legally privileged and confidential
information.  If you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, distribute or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this
email in error, please contact us immediately.  This email has been scanned using anti-virus software.

mailto:ebuckingham@peterbrett.com
mailto:frowson@peterbrett.com
mailto:paul@taylorkeogh.com
http://www.taylorkeogh.com/
http://www.twitter.com/taylorkeogh
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Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(iii) Meeting with Covanta/Veolia on 18th July 2017 to discuss interface with 

the Rookery South RRF  Project  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Millbrook Power Ltd. 

Meeting to Discuss Interface with Rookery South RRF – Meeting Note 

210 Pentonville Road, London - 13:00 – 14:30 – 18/07/17   

 

Attendees  
Joanne Demetrius (Veolia) James Cook (Veolia) 

David Cowan (Veolia) Marie Sirvan (Veolia) 

Tom Koltis (Covanta) Richard Griffiths (Pinsent 
Masons) 

Nick Johnson (Stag Energy) Susannah Crawford (Stag 
Energy) 

David Ball (Drax)  

 

Note of Meeting 
The parties met to discuss; 

 Progress made on both projects since previous meeting 

 The broad principals of the use of s120 of the Planning Act 2008 to insert protective 
provisions for the benefit of MPL in to the Covanta Order  

 Reciprocal protective provisions for the benefit of Covanta to be included in the MPL order 

 The Interface Agreement which will govern use of the shared access track and also allow 
MPL some control over any changes to the approved design of parts of the Covanta project 
which may affect the MPL project and allow Covanta some control over the MPL project that 
may affect the Covanta project  

 The principal of a Statement of Common Ground 
 

Both parties again agreed that neither has any objection in principal to the others project and that 

there is no impediment to both projects co-existing within the pit.  

Both parties discussed MPL’s need for an Interface Agreement and protective provisions and it was 

agreed that further consideration would be given to these documents. 

Covanta requested some explanation over the extent of control which MPL were seeking in both the 

Interface Agreement and protective provisions which MPL agreed to review.    

Next steps  

 Next meeting arranged for 23rd August 2017 

 In light of today’s discussion Covanta to consider again the general principles of the Interface 

Agreement, both sets of protective provisions and the statement of common ground in 

advance of next meeting 

  MPL to reconsider / re-draft the heads of terms for the Interface Agreement and protective 

provisions to reduce the extent of control of Covanta’s development.  New drafting to be 

submitted to Covanta in advance of next meeting  



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(iv) Email response sent to Natural England on 24th July 2017 regarding 

section 42 consultation comments on soils and agricultural land  
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 14:55

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire 

 

From: Hayley Scoffham  

Sent: 24 July 2017 12:29 

To: Roe, Steve (NE) <Steve.Roe@naturalengland.org.uk> 

Cc: Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com>; Edward Buckingham <ebuckingham@peterbrett.com> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire  

 

Dear Steve, 
 
I am writing in response to your comments regarding Soils and Agricultural Land following the Section 42 Planning 
Act 2008 consultation with Natural England in relation to the proposed gas fired power plant at Rookery South Pit, 
near Millbrook, Bedfordshire (your ref. 216544). I have outlined the response provided by my colleague, Chris Leach 
(cc’d), below, for your consideration. 
 
NE Comment: Detailed information on Agricultural Land Classific ation (ALC) Grade is not supplied in the 
PEIR. Natural England recommends it is necessary to  undertake an agricultural land quality and soil 
resources survey of the site – particularly any are as of land that will not be re-instated or are like ly to suffer 
permanent loss.  
 
As stated by Natural England, the majority of the Project is sited within brownfield land (Power Generation Plant, 
Substation, Laydown Area and Access Road). The Gas Pipeline part of the Gas Connection and the underground 
cable element of the Electrical Connection would both be buried in agricultural land. However, careful construction 
techniques such as topsoil stripping and storage, together with correct re-instatement would ensure that no 
agricultural land is sterilised. We therefore agree with Natural England, that there would be no impact from these 
elements of the Project on agricultural land or soil resources.  
 
The remaining elements of the Project sited on agricultural land include the Gas Connection AGI (approximately 
0.5ha) and the Electrical Connection Sealing End Compound (SEC) (0.36ha). Although these elements are sited on 
agricultural land, it is Grade 3 according to the Agricultural Land Classification and therefore not the best quality or 
most fertile land (Grades 1 and 2).  Although the areas have not been assessed as part of the post 1998 agricultural 

land assessment, land immediately to the east of the Access Road has, which further classifies this land as Grade 3b 

– “Land capable of producing moderate yields of a narrow range of crops, principally cereals and grass or lower 

yields of a wider range of crops or high yields of grass which can be grazed or harvested over most of the year”. 

 

Additionally, the area required for the SEC has already been taken out of agricultural tenancy and is no longer 
farmed. Finally, any effects on agricultural land would be temporary, for a period of 25 years, upon which the Project 
would be decommissioned and land used for the SEC and AGI re-instated to its former use. 
 
A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) would be produced prior to construction on site, along with 
method statements for construction of the Gas Connection and Electrical Connection. These documents would advise 
on the most appropriate working methods to protect agricultural land and soil quality. An outline of the CEMP will be 
included as an appendix to the ES to support the DCO Application which would be available for review by Natural 
England. 
 
Methods to protect soils and agricultural land outlined in the CEMP will include: 

• stockpiling of any excavated materials in discreet horizons, in reverse order of excavation to test whether any 
can be re-used on site and also to ensure that proper reinstatement can take place; 

• methods to prevent compaction of soils such as constructing access roads first and ensuring traffic only uses 
designated access routes; 

• ensuring any exposed soils are re-vegetated as soon as practical to prevent excess runoff or wind erosion 
and all agricultural land required temporarily during construction would be reinstated, with a five year 
aftercare plan to ensure land is returned to its former productivity.  
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Taking all of the above into consideration, it is not anticipated that there would be a significant impact on soil 
resources or agricultural land as a result of the Project. 
 
 
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with Chris, should you wish to discuss any aspect of this further. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Hayley Scoffham  
Principal Ecologist  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - Bristol  

  
  

 

   

t 01173327886  

m 07469118448  

e hscoffham@peterbrett.com   

w peterbrett.com   
 

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(v) Email response sent to Natural England 24th July 2017 regarding section 

42 consultation comments on protected species 
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 13:03

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire 

From: Hayley Scoffham [mailto:hscoffham@peterbrett.com]  

Sent: 24 July 2017 12:19 
To: Roe, Steve (NE) 

Cc: Chris Leach 
Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire  

 

Dear Steve, 
 
I am writing in response to your comments regarding protected species following the Section 42 Planning Act 2008 
consultation with Natural England in relation to the proposed gas fired power plant at Rookery South Pit, near 
Millbrook, Bedfordshire (your ref. 216544). I have outlined our responses to each comment below, for your 
consideration. 
 
1.     NE Comment: We are concerned that if this fence is taken down before the DCO works commence then 

there is likelihood that GCNs may access the site. We require further information as to why it is 
considered that no further surveys for GCNs are required. 

 
Footprint of the proposed power generation plant 
 
GCNs will remain excluded from the footprint of the power generation plant during the interim period prior to the start 
of the DCO works by the retention and maintenance of GCN exclusion fencing (installed as part of the GCN 
translocation exercise completed in Rookery South Pit in 2014), and through completion of the LLRS in Rookery 
South Pit which will remove suitable habitat for this species. There are two legally binding routes by which this is 
assured: 
 
a.     Requirements of The Rookery South (Resource Recovery Facility) Order 2011: 

              i.        The Ecological Management Scheme (ref. 9019_R_APPR_11102016, BSG Oct 2016) which was 
submitted to Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council in relation to Requirement 40 of 
The Rookery South (Resource Recovery Facility) Order 2011, includes a commitment to amend licence 
2014-1762-EPS-MIT-1 such that GCN exclusion fencing will remain in place until the end of 2020 (for the 
duration of the construction of the RRF scheme); and 
 

b.     Land Option Agreement (LOA) between MPL (the Applicant) and the O&H (landowner of Rookery Pit, comprising 
the MPL Project Site): 

              i.        The LOA includes a clause that Rookery South Pit will be maintained ‘free of ecological constraints’ 
until construction of the MPL Project (currently anticipated to be 2020). In relation to great crested newts, 
it can be expected that this will comprise the retention and maintenance of the GCN exclusion fence 
[O&H are understood to be the Applicant for licence 2014-1762-EPS-MIT-1]; and  

             ii.        There is an additional clause in the LOA which ensures that certain elements of the LLRS will be 
completed prior to construction of the MPL Project, including the re-profiling of the base of Rookery South 
Pit involving the extraction of soils and clays from the permitted extraction area on the southern side with 
re-grading of the base of the pit to an approximate level of 15mbgl. Through completion of the LLRS, 
before construction of the MPL Project, Rookery South Pit will comprise a level development platform, 
which will not support habitat suitable for great crested newts. 

 
Through the commitment under The Rookery South (Resource Recovery Facility) Order 2011, to amend licence 
2014-1762-EPS-MIT-1 in order to retain GCN exclusion fencing until 2020; it is assumed that GCN will remain absent 
from the footprint of the proposed power generation plant prior to the start of construction, and as such, no further 
GCN surveys in relation to works in this area of the project site, are considered to be necessary. Furthermore, if for 
any reason, there are delays in the construction programme for either the Covanta Scheme and/ or the MPL Project, 
there is assurance that GCN will remain excluded from the development footprint through relevant clauses in the 
LOA. 
 
Footprint of the access road, and the proposed gas and electrical connection 



2

 
As detailed in the PEIR, the likelihood of encountering GCN during the proposed re-surfacing of the access road, and 
the installation of the gas and electrical connections is considered to be low. However, any requirement to carry out 
the works under a precautionary method statement included within the CEMP or a derogation licence issued by 
Natural England, to ensure that no newts are harmed during the construction process, will be determined prior to 
construction. This will be based on the historical context of mitigation works associated with great crested newts in 
and adjacent to the Project Site.  
 
The PEIR also states that given that construction is due to commence six years after the 2014 great crested newt 
surveys were completed; updated surveys may be required to confirm the management and/or mitigation measures 
required which can be expected to be implemented through the CEMP. If necessary, any such surveys would be 
completed prior to construction. 
 
2.     NE Comment: Should the development involve a requirement for any protected species licences to be 

issued by Natural England it is important that the details are agreed with us at an early stage, to ensure 
that Letters of No Impediment can be issued with submission. 

 
This is noted. However, at this stage, there is not considered to be any requirement for protected species licences to 
be issued by Natural England. The reasoning for this is set out below: 
 
•         No bat roosts were identified within the Project Site which would be directly affected by the proposals. 

Appropriate management measures will be implemented to avoid potential disturbance through light spill etc.; 
•         The likelihood of encountering GCN during the proposed re-surfacing of the access road, and the installation of 

the gas and electrical connections is considered to be low. Using Natural England’s Rapid Risk Assessment tool, 
the likelihood of an offence being committed as a result of these works is considered to be ‘highly unlikely’; and 

•         No badger setts were identified within the Project Site during the surveys. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch should you wish to discuss any aspect of this further. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Hayley Scoffham  
Principal Ecologist  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - Bristol  

  
  

 

   

t 01173327886  

m 07469118448  

e hscoffham@peterbrett.com   

w peterbrett.com   
 

 

0 0761, Email info@peterbrett.com. 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(vi) Meeting with Forest of Marston Vale on 25th July 2017 at the Forest 

Centre, Marston Moretaine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Millbrook Power Ltd. 

Meeting to Discuss MPL Project in context of Forest of Marston Vale (FoMV) 

Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine - 12:00 – 13:00 – 25/07/17   

 

Attendees  
Nick Webb (FoMV) James Russel (FoMV) 

Nick Johnson (Stag Energy) David Ball (Drax) 

  

 

Note of Meeting 
The parties met to discuss; 

 Progress made on MPL project since 2015 

 Programme for MPL project through planning and into construction 

 The aims of the FoMV and developer contributions to support those aims 

 MPL’s intensions in terms of tree planting to support the aims of the FoMV 
 

NJ explained the changes that have been made to the project since 2015 particularly in terms of the 

reduction in the number of turbines used and resultant reduction is size of site and the refined 

electrical connection.  

NJ explained the programme over the coming months up to submission of the DCO application and 

beyond looking towards construction and operations. During examination, it is likely that MPL / the 

planning inspectorate may want to host hearings at the Forest Centre. This is likely to take place 

between February – July 2018.  

The amount of tree planting that is required by developers in order to meet the aims of the FoMV 

was discussed and, although the exact area of development will not be known until detailed design 

has been carried out, it is likely that the mitigation planting for the MPL project will cover those 

needs. MPL will keep FoMV updated as plans become further refined.  

 

Next steps  

  MPL to finalise mitigation planting strategy and indicative plant layout  

 Assessment to be made regarding MPL’s obligation to meet the FoMVs tree planting 
objective. 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(vii) Meeting with Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) planning officers to 

discuss various matters relating to the project (10th August 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Millbrook Power Ltd. 

CBC Update Meeting – Meeting Note 

CBC offices, Shefford 13:00-14:00 – 10/08/17   

 

Attendees  
Annabel Robinson (CBC) Matthew Heron (CBC) 

Nick Johnson (Stag Energy) Chris McKerrow (Stag Energy) 

 

Agenda 
1. Heads of terms for S106 Agreement  
2. Community Benefit 
3. DCO requirements 
4. Noise requirement - next steps 
5. Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) 
6. Adequacy of Consultation Report    
7. PPA (invoicing) 

 

Note of Meeting 
MH has recently joined CBC as a senior planning officer and will be taking over from Annabel on the 

MPL project later in 2017.  

AR was happy with the provisions in the draft heads of terms for a s106 agreement. AR questioned 

how CBC would recover costs incurred as a result of CBC administering the discharge of 

requirements – all agreed that this could be covered by an additional clause in the s106 agreement.  

The prospect of an additional community benefit fund was discussed and AR expressed the opinion 

that it may not be necessary or appropriate and that CBC would be unlikely to be interested in 

administering it. NJ and CM explained that there is a precedent for such funds on other similar 

projects and that it would not carry and planning weight through the examination or decision-

making process.  

 NJ explained that the EIA team are carrying out further modelling for the noise assessment. All 

agreed that the next step in progressing this matter is to arrange a call with the Alan Stone (EHO) on 

his return w/c 21st Aug. 

AR did not have any comments/questions on the proposed structure of the SoCG and NJ explained 

that this would be agreed following the acceptance of the project after submission of the 

application. NJ/CM also explained that during acceptance PINS would request a letter stating that 

the consultation was carried out in accordance with the agreed SoCC. 

All agreed that several of the tasks in the PPA have now been completed and an invoice can 

therefore be issued. NJ to provide invoicing details.     

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(viii) Meeting with Bedford Borough Council (BBC) planning officers to 

discuss various matters relating to the project (10th August 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Millbrook Power Ltd. (MPL) 

BBC Update Meeting – Meeting Note 

BBC offices, Bedford 16:00-17:00 – 10/08/17   

 

Attendees  
Alastair Wren (BBC) Paul Lennex (BBC) 

Kim Healy (BBC)  

Nick Johnson (Stag Energy) Chris McKerrow (Stag Energy) 

 

Agenda 
1. Review of BBC S42 response  
2. Heads of terms for S106 Agreement  
3. Community Benefit 
4. DCO requirements 
5. Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) 
6. Adequacy of Consultation Report    
7. PPA 

 

Note of Meeting 
KH had a number of questions regarding the management of traffic at the Green Lane junction. KH 

also questioned why CBC were included in the draft HoT for an s106 agreement with respect to 

traffic management measures and why BBC were not included in that provision. NJ explained that 

the traffic management measures referred to in the s106 were in relation to the gas connection 

temporary construction access which is wholly within CBC.  KH has subsequently stated that she is 

satisfied with all aspects of the project which relate to traffic and transport. 

Two points raised in BBC’s s42 response were discussed. First, the issue of residents within BBC 

being impacted by noise from the plant. NJ explained that the nearest receptor is in CBC at approx. 

400 meters from the turbine and that the nearest receptors in BBC are in Stewartby at approx. 1.5 

km distance from the turbine – as such there is no anticipated effects at Stewartby. Second, BBC had 

suggested that there is a lack of viewpoints in the LVIA assessment from the north (Stewartby). NJ 

explained that viewpoints from the north had been considered but that there are no locations from 

which the plant can be seen owing to trees and vegetation in Rookery North Pit. NJ agreed to 

provide some evidence of this.       

AR and PL did not at this stage have any particular concerns regarding the heads of terms for a s106 

agreement. They stated that they would welcome a community benefit scheme to be put in place 

but stated that BBC was unlikely to want any part of administering it and all appreciated the point 

that it would carry no ‘planning weight’ throughout the examination/decision making process. 

AR and PL also had no comment at this stage on the prosed structure of the SoCG although all 

agreed that the vast majority of EIA topics would be for CBC to agree (or otherwise) rather than BBC 

and that BBC’s involvement generally during the examination would be minimal. The timing of the 

submission was discussed and NJ/CM agreed to keep BBC regularly updated on any involvement that 

will be required of them (for example the Adequacy of Consultation report / letter which will be 

required during the 28 day acceptance period).     



It was acknowledged that an number of the tasks in the PPA have been completed and therefore an 

invoice should be issued. 

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(ix) Email confirmation from Natural England stating that it does not intend 

to make further comments with regards to soils and agricultural land (10th 

August 2017)   
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 15:33

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire 

From: Roe, Steve (NE) [mailto:Steve.Roe@naturalengland.org.uk]  

Sent: 10 August 2017 17:27 

To: Hayley Scoffham <hscoffham@peterbrett.com> 

Cc: Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com>; Edward Buckingham <ebuckingham@peterbrett.com> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire  

 

Our ref: 216544 
 
Dear Hayley, 
On the basis of the additional information you have provided in your email regarding the extent of 
land impacted, we do not propose to make any detailed comments in relation to agricultural land 
quality and soils, although more general guidance is available in Defra Construction Code of 
Practice for the Sustainable Use of Soils on Construction Sites, and we recommend that this is 
followed. 
 
If, however, you consider the proposal has significant implications for further loss of ‘best and 
most versatile’ agricultural land, we would be pleased to discuss the matter further. 
Please reply to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk if you wish to comment on our advice. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Steve Roe  
Lead Adviser – Land Use Planning 
Bedfordshire Local Delivery Team 
West Anglia Area Team 
Natural England  
County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester  
WR5 2NP 
Direct Dial: 0208 225 7685 
 
www.gov.uk/natural-england  
 
We are here to secure a healthy natural environment  for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected 
and England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarde d for future generations. 
 
In an effort to reduce Natural England's carbon footprint, I will, wherever possible, avoid travelling to 
meetings and attend via audio, video or web conferencing. 
 
Natural England offers two chargeable services – The Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) provides pre-application, 

pre-determination and post-consent advice on proposals to developers and consultants as well as pre-licensing 

species advice and pre-assent and consent advice.  The Pre-submission Screening Service (PSS) provides advice for 

protected species mitigation licence applications.  

 
These services help applicants take appropriate account of environmental considerations at an early stage of 

project development, reduce uncertainty, reduce the risk of delay and added cost at a later stage, whilst securing 

good results for the natural environment.  



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(x) Email response from Natural England in relation to protected species 

and the Construction Environmental Management Plan (10th August 2017)   
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 15:44

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire 

 

From: Roe, Steve (NE) [mailto:Steve.Roe@naturalengland.org.uk]  

Sent: 10 August 2017 17:24 

To: Hayley Scoffham <hscoffham@peterbrett.com> 

Cc: Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com> 

Subject: FW: Millbrook Power Station, Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire  

 

Our ref: 216544 
 
Dear Hayley, 
We understand from your email of 28 July that the GCN exclusion fencing will be retained and 
maintained regarding the footprint of the power generation plant during the interim period prior to 
the start of the DCO works. On the basis that 2014-1762-EPS-MIT-1 licence modification is 
deemed acceptable, and that the fence is maintained until construction of the MPL Project, we 
acknowledge that the proposed area will remain inaccessible to GCN and therefore further survey 
work should not be required.  
 
Regarding the access road, and the proposed gas and electrical connection, we acknowledge that 
updated GCN surveys may be required – given that construction is envisaged to commence in 
2020, six years after the previous GCN surveys were completed.  The survey results should 
inform any mitigation measures that would be implemented through the Construction 
Environmental Management Plan. 
 
Please reply to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk if you wish to comment on our advice. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Steve Roe  
Lead Adviser – Land Use Planning 
Bedfordshire Local Delivery Team 
West Anglia Area Team 
Natural England  
County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester  
WR5 2NP 
Direct Dial: 0208 225 7685 
 
www.gov.uk/natural-england  
 
We are here to secure a healthy natural environment  for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected 
and England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarde d for future generations. 
 
In an effort to reduce Natural England's carbon footprint, I will, wherever possible, avoid travelling to 
meetings and attend via audio, video or web conferencing. 
 
Natural England offers two chargeable services – The Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) provides pre-application, 

pre-determination and post-consent advice on proposals to developers and consultants as well as pre-licensing 
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species advice and pre-assent and consent advice.  The Pre-submission Screening Service (PSS) provides advice for 

protected species mitigation licence applications.  

 
These services help applicants take appropriate account of environmental considerations at an early stage of 

project development, reduce uncertainty, reduce the risk of delay and added cost at a later stage, whilst securing 

good results for the natural environment. 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(xi) Letter sent to Historic England (by post and email) including a copy of 

high-resolution 2017 PEIR photomontages (18th August 2017)    
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Your ref:   

Our ref: 40335 HE 

 
18 August 2017 
 
Historic England 
East of England Office 
24 Brooklands Avenue 
Cambridge 
CB2 8BU 
 
 
 
 
Attn: Will Fletcher, Inspector of Ancient Monuments 
 
 
Dear Mr Fletcher, 
 
RE: MILLBROOK POWER LIMITED: PROPOSED GAS FIRED POWER PLANT AT ROOKERY 
SOUTH PIT, NR. MILLBROOK, BEDFORDSHIRE 
 
Thank you for your response to the Millbrook Power consultation undertaken under Section 42 of 
the Planning Act 2008 on the proposed gas fired power plant at Rookery Pit South. The 
consultation was undertaken between 29th May 2017 and 2nd July 2017; the response received 
from Historic England is dated 22nd June 2017. 
 
MPL has considered the matters raised in Historic England’s response and write to provide 
clarification on some of those matters. We would be pleased to discuss further at a meeting with 
you in early September, prior to submission and once our final assessment has been completed. 
 
Visual Material 
 
MPL notes the comments made with regards to the availability of visual material. The Preliminary 
Environmental Information Report (PEIR) (PBA, May 2017) was accompanied by the 
photomontages produced in 2017 (using 2017 photography) showing the new indicative proposed 
development layout i.e. one stack only. MPL considers the quality to be appropriate for the purpose 
of providing a visual representation of the viewpoints.  
 
The photomontages were produced in line with Landscape Institute Advice Note 01/11 
‘Photography and Photomontage in Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’ and Technical 
Guidance note 02/17 ‘Visual Representation of Development Proposals’.   
 
An electronic copy of the photomontages at a higher resolution are however enclosed with this 
letter to provide HE with clearer images. 
  
It is considered that the information to be provided as part of the DCO application and the ES will 
be sufficient for consultees to be able to understand the indicative appearance of the proposed 
development, and to aid the reading and understanding of the environmental impact assessment. 
 
MPL notes the comments made in relation to the photomontage viewpoints in relation to specific 
heritage assets and provides comments on these as follows: 

Peter Brett Associates LLP 

Caversham Bridge House 
Waterman Place, Reading 
Berkshire RG1 8DN 
T: +44 (0)118 950 0761 
E: reading@peterbrett.com 
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• Houghton House – the importance and prominence of the house are acknowledged and it is 
considered that Viewpoint 4 provides a sufficient view to assess effects on Houghton House 

• Marston Moretaine Church – A Zone of Theoretical (ZTV) visibility has been created and 
used to guide initial selection of representative viewpoints for the preliminary landscape and 
visual impact assessment, as described in paragraphs 11.5.5 – 11.5.6 in Chapter 11 of the 
PEIR. Marston Moretaine Church is outside of the ZTV which therefore suggests that there 
is no scope for intervisibility and effects on the church. Nevertheless, Viewpoint 8 is taken 
from the eastern edge of Marston Moretaine, representing a worst case view from the rear 
of the church. This viewpoint (and the subsequent analysis of such presented in the 
assessment of visual effects table in Appendix 11.1 of the PEIR) shows that there is no 
indivisibility between the church and the project site due to intervening topography and 
vegetation;  

• Ampthill Park House – the view from Ampthill Park House is recognised and acknowledged 
in the preliminary assessment; Viewpoint 7 is taken from the Public Right of Way at the front 
of the house and is considered to provide a sufficient view. The subsequent analysis of this 
viewpoint presented in the assessment of visual effects table presented in Appendix 11.1 of 
the PEIR which shows that there would only be medium distance glimpsed views of the 
upper parts of the stack;  

• Millbrook Church – Also outside of the ZTV and the church is screened by existing well 
established vegetation so intervisibility with it is limited, no effects on the church are 
anticipated 
 

It should be noted that, whilst the photomontages have been used by the technical specialist to aid 
the undertaking of the preliminary Historic Environment assessment; as stated in the PEIR at 
paragraph 13.5.9 that ‘all designated assets within the study areas and also within the ZTV were 
visited in order to assess both the building/archaeological site/structure and also their setting’. 
 
We welcome further discussion with regards to the above historic assets ahead of submission of 
the ES and DCO application. 
 
 
Methodology for the assessment of the Historic Environment 
 
MPL notes the comments made in relation to methodology for the assessment of impacts on the 
Historic Environment in Chapter 13 of the PEIR. 
 
MPL notes the comments with regards to the sensitivity matrix set out in Table 4.1, and the 
category of sensitivity under which some of the heritage sites under assessment should fall. MPL 
would like to clarify that the purpose of the matrices set out in Chapter 4 of the PEIR are to provide 
an exemplar set of matrices, and to demonstrate the approach taken to assigning significance to 
any identified potential environmental effects i.e. by categorising receptor sensitivity, and 
magnitude of change, and then considering sensitivity and magnitude of change together to 
determine the significance of an effect. As described “it is noted that for some environmental topics, 
significance criteria may need to differ depending on the topic assessment and conditions 
encountered at the Project Site. Each topic chapter of the ES clearly identifies and explains the 
specific criteria used”. It is therefore Table 13.2 in Chapter 13 of the PEIR which should be referred 
to for the categories of sensitivity that have been used in the preliminary assessment of historic 
assets. Table 13.2 sets out that many of the historic sites under assessment have been categorised 
as of high sensitivity, and MPL can confirm that the preliminary assessment of the Historic 
Environment has been undertaken using that (Table 13.2) sensitivity matrix. 
 
As acknowledged in HEs response, paragraph 13.5.9 of the PEIR states that “each designated 
asset was viewed from the closest possible publicly accessible location from within/beside the 
asset where direct public access was possible”, however that “this did not lead to any limitations to 
the assessment of the designated assets or their setting”, as a full assessment of the significance 
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and setting of the assets (including how setting contributes to the significance of the assets) was 
possible on this basis. This is therefore considered to be a reasonable approach, and the views 
were sufficient for undertaking a robust assessment of the assets. 
 
With regards to the comment in relation to the contribution that setting makes to significance not 
being dependent on the grade of the designated asset, MPL can confirm that the assessment in the 
final ES will based upon the asset specific factors and not on their grading alone. 
 
 
Assessment of the Historic Environment 
 
MPL notes the comment made with regards to the preliminary assessment of the Historic 
Environment as set out in Chapter 13 of the PEIR. 
 
For clarity, the Sealing End Compounds (SECs) are part of the Electrical Connection as described 
in Section 3.4 of Chapter 3 of the PEIR, and will be located towards the southern extent of the 
‘Electrical Connection Site’ area shown in Figure 1.2 ‘Project Site’ of the PEIR. There are two 
options considered for the layout of the Electrical Connection as described in Section 1.1 of 
Chapter 1 of the PEIR; Option 1 would require 2 SECs and Option 2 would require only 1 larger 
SEC. Indicative plans are shown in Figures 3.1(a) and 3.1(b) of the PEIR; for either option the 
maximum height of the SEC(s) would be 17m. The SEC(s) will not be located within the pit itself. 
The preliminary assessment of Landscape and Visual effects and Historic Environment effects has 
been undertaken on this basis of the project description set out in Chapter 3 of the PEIR.  
 
Further design iteration and discussion with National Grid has revealed that Option 2 (requiring only 
one SEC) would be the preferred development option. Therefore, this option would be taken 
forward for assessment in the ES.   
 
Whilst not explicitly set out within the preliminary assessments, the potential cumulative impact of 
the SEC(s) and the stack have therefore inherently been considered through the assessment. 
 
MPL notes the comments made with regards to assessment of effects on significance and can 
confirm that the preliminary assessment will be developed to ensure that the final assessment is 
based on the asset specific factors and not on their grading alone. Effects on heritage assets have 
been considered in relation to the NPPF, and effects will be set out in relation to the relevant policy 
provided by the NPPF within the final ES. 
 
Archaeology 
 
MPL notes the comments made with regards to archaeological matters, CBC has, in its s42 
consultation response, confirmed agreement to the approach of mitigating any impacts on 
archaeology through a programme of archaeological investigation to be secured as a Requirement 
of the DCO, and undertaken prior to commencement. The application will include a draft DCO (the 
MPL draft Order) setting out each of the proposed requirements. 
 
Next Steps 
 
MPL would welcome further discussion on the above matters as the assessment for the final ES is 
developed. 
 

We hope that this information is useful and can aid further discussion with regards to the proposals. 
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Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Dermot Scanlon 
For and on behalf of 
PETER BRETT ASSOCIATES LLP 
 
Enclosures (on covering email and with hard copy): 

1) A high resolution electronic copy of the photomontages published in the PEIR (PBA, May 
2017) 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(xii) Email correspondence with CBC Environmental Health Officer 

regarding the 2017 PEIR and noise monitoring (31st August 2017)  
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 20 October 2017 10:59

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power Station: PEIR response - Acoustics 

 

From: Alan Stone [mailto:Alan.Stone@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk]  

Sent: 31 August 2017 16:41 

To: Janec Lillis-James <jlillis-james@peterbrett.com> 

Cc: Matthew Barlow <mbarlow@peterbrett.com>; Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com>; 

NJohnson@stagenergy.com 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Station: PEIR response - Acoustics  

 

Hi Janec, 
 
Further to our brief conversation, I am happy with the proposals for the additional monitoring.  Will some of this be 
attended?  As this may offer a broader understanding of the noise environment. 
 
In relation to my suggested LOAEL and SOAEL levels, I can provide justification for these but need to go and look at 
the previously submitted report to compare and contextualise my comments which would have delayed my 
response.  Perhaps this is something we can discuss in a meeting following the survey and modelling as per your 
suggestion. 
 
If you have any further queries then please feel free to contact me. 
 
Regards 
 
 
Alan Stone 
Environmental Health Officer 
Public Protection 
 
Central Bedfordshire Council Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford, Bedfordshire, SG17 5TQ 
Direct Dial: 0300 300 4388  |  Internal: 74388  |  Email: alan.stone@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Information security classification* of this email: OFFICIAL 

  

*Information security definitions: 

OFFICIAL – Loss could cause some damage to the Authority 

OFFICIAL – SENSITIVE  – Loss could cause severe damage to the Authority 

UNCLASSIFIED – Loss would cause little or no damage to the Authority 

 

 

From: Janec Lillis-James [mailto:jlillis-james@peterbrett.com]  

Sent: 31 August 2017 16:05 
To: Alan Stone 

Cc: Matthew Barlow; Chris Leach; NJohnson@stagenergy.com 
Subject: Millbrook Power Station: PEIR response - Acoustics  

 

Good Afternoon,  
 
Further to our email to you last week regarding your recent comments relating to the noise and vibration chapter of 
the PEIR submitted for the Millbrook Power Project we are getting in contact to see if you have been able to consider 
the comments we raised? 
 
We look forward to your reply,  
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Thank you  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Janec Lillis-James  
Assistant Acoustician  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - Bristol  

  
  

 

   

t 01189520229  

e jlillis-james@peterbrett.com  

w peterbrett.com   

     
 

 
 
 

From: Janec Lillis-James  

Sent: 23 August 2017 12:19 

To: Alan.Stone@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Cc: Matthew Barlow <mbarlow@peterbrett.com>; Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com>; 

NJohnson@stagenergy.com 

Subject: Millbrook Power Station: PEIR response - Acoustics  

 

Good Afternoon,  
 
Thank you for your recent comments relating to the noise and vibration chapter of the PEIR submitted for the 
Millbrook Power Project.  
  
We note that with respect to operational noise from the facility you have proposed a LOAEL of 0 dB above 
background and a SOAEL of 10 dB above background. Please can you confirm the justification behind the selection 
of 0dB as the LOAEL?  
  
We have reviewed the background sound levels measured during the previous surveys and propose to undertake 
additional monitoring at a single location as highlighted on the attached. As previously agreed with you in 2014, the 
location is considered to be representative of the worst affected receptor and it is considered that control of noise 
levels at this location would be sufficient to control noise levels at other, more distant locations. Surveys would be 
undertaken over a 1 week period, would capture daytime and night time noise and levels and would be undertaken 
outside of the school holidays. 
 
We’d be grateful if you could respond to the above and confirm acceptance of the proposed survey methodology by 
return.  
  
We would of course be happy to discuss further with you if you feel appropriate. 
 
Once we have further developed our noise model and undertaken the additional monitoring we would look to organise 
a meeting to discuss the results and agree on a way forward prior to submission of the application in October.  
  
Please let us know if you have any comments. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Janec Lillis-James  
Assistant Acoustician  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - Bristol  

  
  

   

t 01189520229  
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e jlillis-james@peterbrett.com  

w peterbrett.com   

     
 

 
 

This email and any attachments are confidential and protected by copyright. If you receive it in error, please notify 

us immediately and remove it from your system. Peter Brett Associates LLP (PBA) is a limited liability partnership 

registered in England and Wales. The terms Partner and Member refer to a member of PBA and a list is open for 

inspection at its registered office. Registered no: OC334398. VAT no: GB115143456. Registered office: Caversham 

Bridge House, Waterman Place, Reading, RG1 8DN. T: +44 (0) 0118 950 0761, Email info@peterbrett.com. 

This email is confidential and intended exclusively for the use of the intended recipient(s). Any views or 
opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Central 
Bedfordshire Council. If you are not the intended recipient(s) please note that any form of distribution, 
copying or use of this e-mail or the information in it is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have 
received this communication in error, please notify the sender and then delete the message and any 
attachments from your system. This message has been checked before being sent for all known viruses by 
our antivirus software. However please note that no responsibility for viruses or malicious content is taken 
and it is your responsibility to scan this message and any attachments to your satisfaction. Central 
Bedfordshire Council reserve the right to monitor e-mails in accordance with the Telecommunications 
(Lawful Business Practice) (Interception of Communications) Regulations 2000. Please consider the 
environment before printing this e-mail. Thank you  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This message has been scanned for viruses by Websense 

_ 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(xiii) Meeting with Covanta and O&H to discuss matters relating to both 

Projects (6th September 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Millbrook Power Ltd. 

Meeting to Discuss Interface with Rookery South RRF and Respective Option 

Agreements with O&H Q7 – Meeting Note 

Pinsent Masons, Earl St, London - 10:00 – 14:00 – 06/09/17   

 

Attendees  
O&H Q7  

Covanta/Veolia  

Millbrook Power  

  

  

 

Note of Meeting 

 
Millbrook update 

Aiming to finalise planning application mid Oct then there will be an examination until July 2018.  It will then take a 

further 6 months for a decision to be reached giving consent at the end 2018.  This will allow Millbrook to enter the 

capacity auction end 2019 with construction commencing 2020.  The target operational date is 2022. 

Covanta update 

Covanta are aiming for credit approval end Sept 2017.  The environmental permit is in final consultation and they 

hope that it will be issued in November 2017.  It will be at this point that Covanta will exercise their option with 

O&H. 

LLRS works 

Covanta are due to complete phase 1 of the LLRS mid October 2017.  O&H still await the remaining legal documents 

from Covanta in relation to the appointment and warranties for the contractor and contract administrator.   

Action; Covanta to issue legal documents ASAP. 

Main works 

There are currently some overlaps between the documentation (red line plans, etc) in the Covanta and Millbrook 

agreements.  There is also a number of gaps in the draft transfer documents appended to the option agreements.   

Action; It was agreed that Covanta and Millbrook would review the documentation based on the latest information 

and coordinate a set of documents so the option agreements can be updated.  This is especially relevant with 

Covanta who are looking to complete the transfer in November 2017. 

 The following part of the meeting was not attended by O&H 

Amendments to the Rookery South Order 

Covanta expressed concern over the proposed amendments (insertion of Protective Provisions) to their DCO and 

suggested that the control that MPL require could be achieved through a private agreement. There was general 

agreement over what the overlap issues are and the control that MPL reasonably need, but the mechanism to give 

the control was not agreed. Next step – Pinsent Masons to draft a position statement setting out the situation which 

can be signed by both parties prior to MPL’s DCO submission.    

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(xiv) Email issuing a copy of the draft Transport Assessment to relevant 

consultees: Network Rail, Highways England, BBC and CBC (8th September 

2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



1

Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 16:48

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Central Bedfordshire - Rookery South Pit Millbrook Power Station  

Attachments: RE: Millbrook Power / Covanta

 

From: Elena Moran  

Sent: 08 September 2017 15:54 

To: Draper Richard <Richard.Draper@networkrail.co.uk>; TownPlanning LNW 

<TownPlanningLNW@networkrail.co.uk> 

Subject: RE: Central Bedfordshire - Rookery South Pit Millbrook Power Station  

 

Dear Richard / Diane 
 
 
Hope this finds you well.   
 
We have now updated the TA with the proposals being put forward and I enclose a link to the PDF copy and the 
corresponding appendices for your perusal.  
 
 

http://SimpleSend.it/d/f0e42e2f852e43c6b060e8dc00f74e6185b4092842e84c 

I have also appended the email where we discussed the specific proposals (05/05/17).  
 
 
I would be very grateful if you could please contact me to discuss once you’ve had a chance to review.  
 
 
In the meantime, have a good weekend. 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elena Moran  
Principal Transport Planner  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - Northampton

  
  

 

   

t 01604 878301  

e emoran@peterbrett.com 

w peterbrett.com   
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 16:55

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power 

From: Elena Moran  

Sent: 08 September 2017 15:40 

To: Mould, Penny <Penny.Mould@highwaysengland.co.uk> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power  

 

Dear Penny  
 
Hope this finds you well.  
 
We have updated the TA and I enclose a link to the PDF copy and the corresponding appendices for your perusal.  
 
 

http://SimpleSend.it/d/f0e42e2f852e43c6b060e8dc00f74e6185b4092842e84c 

 
 
I would be very grateful if you could please contact me to discuss once you’ve had a chance to review.  
 
In the meantime, have a good weekend. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elena Moran  
Principal Transport Planner  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - Northampton

  
  

 

   

t 01604 878301  

e emoran@peterbrett.com 

w peterbrett.com   
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 16:45

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power 

 

From: Elena Moran [mailto:emoran@peterbrett.com]  

Sent: 08 September 2017 15:40 

To: Ann Rowland 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power  

 

Dear Ann 
 
 
Hope this finds you well.  
 
We have updated the TA and I enclose a link to the PDF copy and the corresponding appendices for your perusal.  
 
 

http://SimpleSend.it/d/f0e42e2f852e43c6b060e8dc00f74e6185b4092842e84c 

 
 
I would be very grateful if you could please contact me to discuss once you’ve had a chance to review.  
 
In the meantime, have a good weekend. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elena Moran  
Principal Transport Planner  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - Northampton

  
  

 

   

t 01604 878301  

e emoran@peterbrett.com 

w peterbrett.com   
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 16:59

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power

From: Elena Moran  

Sent: 08 September 2017 15:40 

To: Kim Healy <Kim.Healy@bedford.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power 

 

Dear Kim 
 
Hope this finds you well.  
 
We have updated the TA and I enclose a link to the PDF copy and the corresponding appendices for your perusal.  
 
 

http://SimpleSend.it/d/f0e42e2f852e43c6b060e8dc00f74e6185b4092842e84c 

 
 
I would be very grateful if you could please contact me to discuss once you’ve had a chance to review.  
 
In the meantime, have a good weekend. 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elena Moran  
Principal Transport Planner  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - Northampton

  
  

 

   

t 01604 878301  

e emoran@peterbrett.com 

w peterbrett.com   

     
 

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(xv) Response from BBC Heritage Team with further comments on 2017 

PEIR (8th September 2017) 
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 17 October 2017 15:26

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: 17/01786/LPA Millbrook Power Project 

From: Alastair Wren [mailto:Alastair.Wren@bedford.gov.uk]  

Sent: 08 September 2017 11:23 

To: Chris McKerrow <cmckerrow@stagenergy.com> 

Subject: FW: 17/01786/LPA Millbrook Power Project  

 
Bedford BC - OFFICIAL-Unsecure 

 

Dear Chris,  

 

Please find attached comments from our Heritage Team in response to the Stat of common ground and the 

application  

 

 

Alastair Wren  

BSc (Hons) Dip TRP MRTPI (Chartered Town Planner)  

Senior Planning Officer  

Development Management 

Bedford Borough Council 

� 4th Floor, Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford, MK42 9AP 

�    01234 718548 (internal 47548) 

�    01234 325671 

�    alastair.wren@bedford.gov.uk 

 

All general planning information is available on our website: www.bedford.gov.uk/planning   
 
However, if the information is not available online, you will need to complete a request for advice on our 
pre-application enquiry form and pay the appropriate fee. Full information of this service and the online 
enquiry form can be found via this link www.bedford.gov.uk/planningenquiries  
 
Bedford Borough Council - working with our partners to make the borough a better place to live, work and visit'. For 
up-to-date information on the Council follow us on Twitter: @bedfordtweets 

 

From: Hannah Stevens  

Sent: 08 September 2017 11:12 
To: Alastair Wren 

Subject: 17/01786/LPA Millbrook Power Project  

 
Bedford BC - OFFICIAL-Internal 
 

Alastair, 
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I have been through the technical information submitted and there are a number of initial aspects that I would like 

to raise: 

 

• The terminology used and therefore the conclusions drawn have not at any point been quantified in terms 

of NPPF terminology.  

For example the conclusion on degree of harm to the setting of the two kilns and four chimneys at Stewartby 

Brickworks (Grade II listed) is ‘slight adverse impact’. This should be equated in terms of substantial and less than 

substantial harm (including potential harm within each range e.g. minor, moderate and high less than substantial 

harm) to allow conclusions to be weighed against the NPPF.  

 

• Owing to the identified  Zone of Theoretical Visibility, the significance and any contribution which setting 

makes to significance of Stewartby Conservation Area and the two Grade II listed buildings (see below) have 

not been assessed:  

Sir Malcom Stewart Trust Homes, seven lamp standards and wrought-iron railings, listed in 2016, list no.: 1432692 

Sir Malcom Stewart Trust Common Room, Stewartby, listed 2016, list no.: 1433440. 

Given that they are within the 2km study area, it is advised that an assessment of significance of these heritage 

assets is required. Whilst the ZTV can help indicate which heritage assets there will be potential greater visual 

impact to/from, this does not take into account the full contribution that setting can make to significance as 

identified in Historic England’s Good Practice Advice Planning Note 3 (The setting of heritage assets)where views are 

not the only considerations. The Preliminary Environmental Information Report (2017) section 13.6.10 states that 

Stewartby is outside the ZTV 1.4km away to the north east at the nearest point. ‘It has no inter-visibility with the 

project and is separated in the direction of the Power Generation Plant by Rookery North Pit and is located too far 

away from the Power Generation Plant for the non-visual aspects of its setting to be impacted upon [….]These two 

assets [Wootton and Stewartby Conservation Areas] have not been assessed as there will be no potential for 

impacts or effects on their settings. Without further consideration of what is significant and any contribution to 

setting of Stewartby, it is not clear how this conclusion can be reached. As such it is advised that an assessment of 

the Conservation Area and listed buildings identified above is required. 

 

• It is also note that the 12m width of stack proposed does not appear to have been taken into account in 

considering the impact of views on the Stewartby chimneys, the height appears to be the main 

consideration. ‘The industrial and functional nature of the chimneys and stacks are essentially the same as is 

their architectural form. They are inherently compatible with each other’ (LB13, table 1 ‘scheduled 

monuments and listed buildings’, Appendix K). This is not fully agreed with as the stack (note assessment 

references stacks) will be 12m wide and the Stewartby chimneys are 3.3 to 4.1m wide. Architecturally and 

taking into account their profile, although both stacks, Millbrook stack would be different owing to its 

proportions. It is not clear that this has been considered in assessment; a wider, albeit shorter stack, could 

have a different impact resulting from the differing widths.  No reference has been made in the assessment 

of the impact of other taller structures proposed for example transmission tower 49m high and temporary 

tower or mast 55m high. Only stacks and gas and electrical connections referenced with ‘no effects on the 

setting of the house’ being the conclusion. With reference to conclusions on Gas and electrical connections 

a house is referenced not the chimneys/kiln.  

 

• Both in appendix c – legislation and policy and the PEIR no reference to existing local plan policies relating to 

heritage is made, for example BE11 and BE21. Also core strategy policies CP23 and CP21 are also not 

consistently referred to in both these legislation sections.  

 

Kind regards, 

Hannah Stevens  

 

Information security classification of this email: OFFICIAL-Internal 

  

EMAIL CLASSIFICATION DEFINED: 

*** OFFICIAL-INTERNAL: This message is intended for internal recipients only. 

*** OFFICIAL-UNSECURE:  This message and any attached file(s) do not contain personal or sensitive information 

which requires it to be sent encrypted. 
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*** OFFICIAL-SECURE: Either this message or any attached file contains either personal or commercially sensitive 

information that requires it to be sent encrypted. 

  
All email traffic may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with relevant legislation. This email 

and any attached file are the property of Bedford Borough Council. Any opinions expressed in this mail do not 

necessarily reflect the opinions of Bedford Borough Council.  

Bedford Borough Council is continuously working towards the requirements of the Public Sector Network and Data 

Protection Act 

  
 

Information security classification of this email: OFFICIAL-Unsecure 

  

EMAIL CLASSIFICATION DEFINED: 

*** OFFICIAL-INTERNAL: This message is intended for internal recipients only. 

*** OFFICIAL-UNSECURE:  This message and any attached file(s) do not contain personal or sensitive information 

which requires it to be sent encrypted. 

*** OFFICIAL-SECURE: Either this message or any attached file contains either personal or commercially sensitive 

information that requires it to be sent encrypted. 

  
All email traffic may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with relevant legislation. This email 

and any attached file are the property of Bedford Borough Council. Any opinions expressed in this mail do not 

necessarily reflect the opinions of Bedford Borough Council.  

Bedford Borough Council is continuously working towards the requirements of the Public Sector Network and Data 

Protection Act 

  
“Confidentiality: The information contained in this e-mail and any attachment may be confidential and may contain 

legally privileged information. It is intended only for the use of the named recipient. If you are not the named 

recipient, please notify us immediately and delete it from your system. In such an event, you should not disclose the 

contents of this e-mail to any other person, or print it.” 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This message has been scanned for viruses by Websense 
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Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(xvi) Email from Network Rail confirming no objection to the proposal in 

response to the draft Transport Assessment (14th September 2017) 
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 17:14

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Central Bedfordshire - Rookery South Pit Millbrook Power Station  

 

From: TownPlanning LNW [mailto:TownPlanningLNW@networkrail.co.uk]  

Sent: 14 September 2017 11:43 

To: Elena Moran <emoran@peterbrett.com> 

Subject: Central Bedfordshire - Rookery South Pit Millbrook Power Station  

 

Rookery South Pit, Millbrook, Bedfordshire 
DCO for Millbrook Power Station – gas-fired power station 
Drax Group PLC 
501373 / 240736 
 

Elena Moran 
 
Having received confirmation from asset protection – Network rail has no objection to the proposal. 
 
Regards 
  
Diane Clarke AssocRTPI 
Town Planning Technician LNW 
Network Rail  
Floor 1 
Square One   
4 Travis Street  
Manchester, M1 2NY 
 
  

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(xvii) Email response from Historic England following issue of letter and 

further telephone discussions regarding the Project (3rd October 2017) 
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 17:21

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter

 

From: Fletcher, Will [mailto:Will.Fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk]  

Sent: 03 October 2017 20:59 

To: Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com>; Rob Bourn <rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk> 

Cc: Rhona Mitchell <rmitchell@peterbrett.com>; Robinson, Joanne <Joanne.Robinson@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

 

Dear Chris cc. Rob 
Many thanks for taking the trouble to ensure we received your letter and additional images.  
 
Having reviewed the letter, we continue to be of the opinion that additional viewpoints are needed from 
Houghton House that show a more representative viewpoint and one that would properly illustrate the 
potential impact of the development. We would also like to discuss viewpoint 7 from Ampthill Park. We are 
unable to locate this image at present and therefore not able to comment on it further at this stage. We also 
note Robs comment son Millbrook church. 
 
I note that you suggested a meeting to discuss the LVIA and the ES and having discussed the case with my 
colleague we agree this would be a sensible way forward. I would therefore be happy to facilitate a meeting 
here at Brooklands if you able to provide some dates for later in the month. Please be aware however that 
this is likely to be considered pre-application advice within the term of our EAS charging structure (see 
HistoricEngland.org.uk/EAS) and we would need prior agreement on the terms and scope of the meeting.   
 
Best wishes 
Will Fletcher 
 

Dr Will Fletcher 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments (Beds, Norfolk and Suffolk) 
Tel:        01223 582710 
Mob:     07836 239089 
 

Historic England | Brooklands, 24 Brooklands Avenue,  Cambridge,  CB2 8BU.  
www.historicengland.org.uk 
 
For the first time ever, you can now share your knowledge and photos on the nation's list of 
historic buildings and places www.historicengland.org.uk/ETL #ListEngland” 
 
We have launched four new, paid-for Enhanced Advisory Services, providing enhancements to 
our existing free planning and listing services. For more information on the new Enhanced 
Advisory Services as well as our free services go to our website: HistoricEngland.org.uk/EAS 
 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(xviii) Issue of Operational Plant Noise Impact Assessment Report to CBC 

Environmental Health Officer setting out findings of additional noise 

monitoring (6th October 2017)  
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 17:28

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power - Acoustic Assessment

Attachments: Millbrook Power Project - Noise Technical Note for discussion Issued 06_....pdf

From: Janec Lillis-James  

Sent: 06 October 2017 10:14 

To: Alan Stone <Alan.Stone@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk> 

Cc: Matthew Barlow <mbarlow@peterbrett.com>; Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com>; Nick Johnson 

<NJohnson@stagenergy.com> 

Subject: Millbrook Power - Acoustic Assessment 

 

Good Morning,  
 
Since our last discussion regarding the Millbrook Power Project, we have undertaken additional environmental sound 
monitoring at the closest noise sensitive receptor. With the results of the additional survey and more detailed data 
regarding potential noise sources we have further developed our noise model to undertaken additional assessments 
of the potential noise impact. 
 
Please find attached the Technical Note that sets out our most recent survey results along with the most recent 
project proposals and the additional assessments undertaken.  
 
We trust the attached to be clear however we would be pleased to discuss any queries you may have. 
 
Thank you for your time.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Janec Lillis-James  
Assistant Acoustician  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - Bristol  

  
  

 

   

t 01189520229  

e jlillis-james@peterbrett.com  

w peterbrett.com   

     
 

 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(xix) Response from CBC confirming no comments on the draft Transport 

Assessment (issued 08/09/2017) (6th October 2017)  
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Francesca Rowson

From: Francesca Rowson

Sent: 16 October 2017 17:33

To: Francesca Rowson

Subject: Millbrook Power 

 

From: Ann Rowland [mailto:Ann.Rowland@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk]  

Sent: 06 October 2017 10:52 

To: Elena Moran <emoran@peterbrett.com> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power  

 

Elena 
I have no comments to make on the revised TA, 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ann 
 
Ann Rowland BA MSc MCIT 
Team Leader: Highways Development Management.  
Regeneration and Business Directorate 
 
Central Bedfordshire Council Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford, Beds, SG17 5TQ 
Direct Dial: 0300 300 6114 | Mob: 07391412580 |  
Email: ann.rowland@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Central Bedfordshire -  A great place to live and work – www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
Information security classification* of this email: OFFICIAL 
 
*Information security definitions: 
OFFICIAL – Loss could cause some damage to the Authority 
OFFICIAL – SENSITIVE - Loss could cause severe damage to the Authority 
UNCLASSIFIED – Loss would cause little or no damage to the Authority 
 



 
 
 

Appendix 4.O: Phase 2 Communication with key 
stakeholders post statutory consultation phase 

4.O(xx) Email correspondence with Historic England to arrange a meeting to 

discuss the Project scheduled for 1st November 2017 (9th October 2017)  
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Francesca Rowson

From: Rob Bourn

Sent: 09 October 2017 15:41

To: Fletcher, Will; Chris Leach

Cc: Rhona Mitchell; Robinson, Joanne

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

OK.  See you then. 

 

From: Fletcher, Will [mailto:Will.Fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk]  

Sent: 09 October 2017 15:40 

To: Rob Bourn <rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk>; Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com> 

Cc: Rhona Mitchell <rmitchell@peterbrett.com>; Robinson, Joanne <Joanne.Robinson@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

 

Dear All 
I’m only free 1.30 pm till 4pm on the 1st of November so have booked a meeting room here in Brooklands,  
We have parking and we’re a short walk from the train station. let me know if you need directions 
Cheers 
Will 
 

Dr Will Fletcher 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments (Beds, Norfolk and Suffolk) 
Tel:        01223 582710 
Mob:     07836 239089 
 

Historic England | Brooklands, 24 Brooklands Avenue,  Cambridge,  CB2 8BU.  
www.historicengland.org.uk 
 
For the first time ever, you can now share your knowledge and photos on the nation's list of 
historic buildings and places www.historicengland.org.uk/ETL #ListEngland” 
 
We have launched four new, paid-for Enhanced Advisory Services, providing enhancements to 
our existing free planning and listing services. For more information on the new Enhanced 
Advisory Services as well as our free services go to our website: HistoricEngland.org.uk/EAS 
 
 

 

From: Rob Bourn [mailto:rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk]  

Sent: 09 October 2017 15:18 

To: Chris Leach 
Cc: Fletcher, Will; Rhona Mitchell; Robinson, Joanne 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

 

OK with me. 

 

From: Chris Leach [mailto:cleach@peterbrett.com]  

Sent: 09 October 2017 15:17 

To: Rob Bourn <rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk> 

Cc: Fletcher, Will <Will.Fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk>; Rhona Mitchell <rmitchell@peterbrett.com>; Robinson, 
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Joanne <Joanne.Robinson@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

 

Thanks Rob. 
 
Would 11.30am be OK instead for everyone? That makes it a lot easier for me in terms of train times.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Chris Leach  
Associate  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - London 

  
  

 

   

t   

m 07880242454  

e cleach@peterbrett.com 

w peterbrett.com   
 

 
 
 

From: Rob Bourn [mailto:rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk]  

Sent: 09 October 2017 14:56 

To: Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com> 

Cc: Fletcher, Will <Will.Fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk>; Rhona Mitchell <rmitchell@peterbrett.com>; Robinson, 

Joanne <Joanne.Robinson@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 

Subject: Re: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

 

Let’s go for the 1st Nov @ 11am as this gives Chris and I time to get up to Cambridge avoiding the worst of rush on 

the trains/roads.  

 

Rob 

  

 Sent from my iPhone 

 

On 9 Oct 2017, at 2:22 pm, Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com> wrote: 

Thanks All, 
  
I’m pretty clear W/C 30th, apart from Tuesday 31st.  
  
On leave 6th and 7th November but otherwise free that week too.  
  
Kind regards, 
  

Chris Leach  
Associate  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - London  

 <image001.png> <image002.png>
<image003.png> 

 

   

t   

m 07880242454  

e cleach@peterbrett.com 

w peterbrett.com   
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From: Rob Bourn [mailto:rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk]  

Sent: 09 October 2017 14:00 

To: Fletcher, Will <Will.Fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk>; Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com> 

Cc: Rhona Mitchell <rmitchell@peterbrett.com>; Robinson, Joanne 

<Joanne.Robinson@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

  

Will, 

  

Those two weeks are amazingly clear.  The only days I can’t do are Tjursday 2nd Nov and Tuesday 7th. 

  

Chris – what’s your diary like for those two weeks? 

  

Rob 

  

From: Fletcher, Will [mailto:Will.Fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk]  

Sent: 09 October 2017 13:52 

To: Rob Bourn <rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk>; Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com> 

Cc: Rhona Mitchell <rmitchell@peterbrett.com>; Robinson, Joanne 

<Joanne.Robinson@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

  

HI Rob 

I have been talking to my colleague Clare and one or other of us are busy on those days  - the 
following week is ½ term and I am away but how are you fixed for days in the following two 
weeks? Beginning 30th Oct, and 6th Nov? 

Cheers 
Will  

  
<image004.jpg>Dr Will Fletcher 

Inspector of Ancient Monuments (Beds, Norfolk and Suffolk) 
Tel:        01223 582710 

Mob:     07836 239089 
  
Historic England | Brooklands, 24 Brooklands Avenue,  Cambridge,  CB2 8BU.  
www.historicengland.org.uk 

  
For the first time ever, you can now share your knowledge and photos on the 
nation's list of historic buildings and places www.historicengland.org.uk/ETL 
#ListEngland” 
  
We have launched four new, paid-for Enhanced Advisory Services, providing 
enhancements to our existing free planning and listing services. For more 
information on the new Enhanced Advisory Services as well as our free services go 
to our website: HistoricEngland.org.uk/EAS 

  
  

  

From: Rob Bourn [mailto:rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk]  

Sent: 05 October 2017 14:23 

To: Fletcher, Will; Chris Leach 
Cc: Rhona Mitchell; Robinson, Joanne 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

  

Will, 
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Thanks for your email.  Chris and I will be having a chat about the visuals for Houghton House. 

  

As for a meeting with you in Cambridge, how are you fixed the week commencing 16th Oct?  I can do 

anytime on Tuesday 17th and Friday 20th.  I could do the morning of Thursday 19th but I have to be in 

London for another meeting at 2pm so the other two days would be much better for me. 

  

Rob 

  

From: Fletcher, Will [mailto:Will.Fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk]  

Sent: 03 October 2017 20:59 

To: Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com>; Rob Bourn <rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk> 

Cc: Rhona Mitchell <rmitchell@peterbrett.com>; Robinson, Joanne 

<Joanne.Robinson@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

  

Dear Chris cc. Rob 
Many thanks for taking the trouble to ensure we received your letter and additional images.  

  
Having reviewed the letter, we continue to be of the opinion that additional viewpoints are 
needed from Houghton House that show a more representative viewpoint and one that would 
properly illustrate the potential impact of the development. We would also like to discuss 
viewpoint 7 from Ampthill Park. We are unable to locate this image at present and therefore 
not able to comment on it further at this stage. We also note Robs comment son Millbrook 
church. 
  
I note that you suggested a meeting to discuss the LVIA and the ES and having discussed the 
case with my colleague we agree this would be a sensible way forward. I would therefore be 
happy to facilitate a meeting here at Brooklands if you able to provide some dates for later in 
the month. Please be aware however that this is likely to be considered pre-application advice 
within the term of our EAS charging structure (see HistoricEngland.org.uk/EAS) and we 
would need prior agreement on the terms and scope of the meeting.   
  
Best wishes 
Will Fletcher 
  
<image005.jpg>Dr Will Fletcher 

Inspector of Ancient Monuments (Beds, Norfolk and Suffolk) 
Tel:        01223 582710 

Mob:     07836 239089 
  
Historic England | Brooklands, 24 Brooklands Avenue,  Cambridge,  CB2 8BU.  
www.historicengland.org.uk 

  
For the first time ever, you can now share your knowledge and photos on the 
nation's list of historic buildings and places www.historicengland.org.uk/ETL 
#ListEngland” 
  
We have launched four new, paid-for Enhanced Advisory Services, providing 
enhancements to our existing free planning and listing services. For more 
information on the new Enhanced Advisory Services as well as our free services go 
to our website: HistoricEngland.org.uk/EAS 
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From: Chris Leach [mailto:cleach@peterbrett.com]  

Sent: 22 September 2017 09:09 

To: Fletcher, Will; Rob Bourn 
Cc: Rhona Mitchell 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

  

Hi Will, 
  
Understood. I’ll get this sent on to you.  
  
Kind regards, 
  

Chris Leach  
Associate  
For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - London  

 <image001.png> <image002.png>
<image003.png> 
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m 07880242454  

e cleach@peterbrett.com 

w peterbrett.com   
 

  
  
  

From: Fletcher, Will [mailto:Will.Fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk]  

Sent: 22 September 2017 08:52 

To: Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com>; Rob Bourn <rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk> 

Cc: Rhona Mitchell <rmitchell@peterbrett.com> 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

  

Hi Chris 

I have your original letter, but unfortunately due to our security protocols we are unable to 
use file transfer websites as our firewall prevents any access, and I cannot access the link. so 
images on a thumb stick would be massively appreciated. 
Cheers 
Will  

  

  
  
<image006.jpg>Dr Will Fletcher 

Inspector of Ancient Monuments (Beds, Norfolk and Suffolk) 
Tel:        01223 582710 

Mob:     07836 239089 
  
Historic England | Brooklands, 24 Brooklands Avenue,  Cambridge,  CB2 8BU.  
www.historicengland.org.uk 

  
For the first time ever, you can now share your knowledge and photos on the 
nation's list of historic buildings and places www.historicengland.org.uk/ETL 
#ListEngland” 
  
We have launched four new, paid-for Enhanced Advisory Services, providing 
enhancements to our existing free planning and listing services. For more 
information on the new Enhanced Advisory Services as well as our free services go 
to our website: HistoricEngland.org.uk/EAS 
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From: Chris Leach [mailto:cleach@peterbrett.com]  

Sent: 21 September 2017 15:05 
To: Fletcher, Will; Rob Bourn 

Cc: Rhona Mitchell 

Subject: RE: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

  

Will, 
  
Many thanks for the confirmation. We did send you on a hard copy of the letter as well which 
contained a USB drive. However if you definitely can’t locate this then please let me know and we will 
re-send.  

  
Kind regards, 
  
  
Dr. Chris Leach 
PhD MSc BSc MIEMA CEnv  

  

Associate    

For and on behalf of Peter Brett Associates LLP - London Brewhouse Yard    
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From: Fletcher, Will [mailto:Will.Fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk]  

Sent: 21 September 2017 11:17 

To: Rob Bourn <rob.bourn@orionheritage.co.uk> 

Cc: Chris Leach <cleach@peterbrett.com>; Rhona Mitchell <rmitchell@peterbrett.com> 

Subject: Millbrook Power Ltd. S42 Response Reply Letter 

  

Dear Rob 
Many thanks for your e-mail; I have subsequently found the original emailed letter from 
Chris which arrived here on the 22nd August whilst I was on leave. I will look at this with 
planning colleagues on Monday and get back to you.. Unfortunately we are unable to use file 
transfer websites as our firewall prevents any access, partly due to government protocols, so 
would it be possible to provide these in a different way, either on a thumb stick or cd? 

Cheers 
Will  
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<image011.jpg>Dr Will Fletcher 

Inspector of Ancient Monuments (Beds, Norfolk and Suffolk) 
Tel:        01223 582710 

Mob:     07836 239089 
  
Historic England | Brooklands, 24 Brooklands Avenue,  Cambridge,  CB2 8BU.  
www.historicengland.org.uk 

  
For the first time ever, you can now share your knowledge and photos on the 
nation's list of historic buildings and places www.historicengland.org.uk/ETL 
#ListEngland” 
  
We have launched four new, paid-for Enhanced Advisory Services, providing 
enhancements to our existing free planning and listing services. For more 
information on the new Enhanced Advisory Services as well as our free services go 
to our website: HistoricEngland.org.uk/EAS 
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