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Sustainability

At the heart of our biomass procurement

Industry-leading sustainability policy
• Implemented in 2008

Only burn biomass from sustainable sources
• Delivers major carbon savings

5th year of carbon footprinting all biomass

High level of confidence Drax will comply with UK
sustainability standards
• Mandatory from April 2015
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Sustainability underpins everything we do



Sustainable Biomass

Sustainable biomass is a low carbon fuel

Carbon neutral at point of combustion

• Takes carbon out of the atmosphere when
growing and returns it when burnt

Sourced from sustainably managed forests
or agriculture

• More productive and absorb more carbon than
undermanaged forests or agriculture

• Maintain / increase carbon stock

Low carbon emissions from supply chain

• Assessment of full life cycle carbon footprint now
well developed – forest / field to furnace

Significant carbon savings relative to
coal-fired and gas-fired generation
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Builds on existing practices in agriculture
and forestry

Reject all illegal or non-sustainable biomass

Use of well tried systems and procedures

• Risk assessment on country and catchment area

- E.g. forest management, local environmental sensitivities

• Pre-contract audits

• Minimum performance standards

- E.g. carbon stock, life cycle GHG(1) savings, biodiversity
protection

Regular independent update audits and own
supplier visits

• Compliance assessment

• Policy and risk areas assessment

Annual ISAE 3000 audit to confirm compliance

Drax Sustainability Policy
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Drax Sustainability Policy Objectives

• Contributing to a significant
reduction in carbon emissions

• Maintaining forest productivity

• Not contributing to deforestation

• Not using prime agricultural land

• Not converting high carbon stock
land into use for bioenergy

• Using good environmental practices

• Not using biomass from highly bio-
diverse areas

• Not ‘land-grabbing’

• Not displacing indigenous
populations

• Contributing to local social well-
being

(1) GHG = greenhouse gas



Strongly support introduction of robust mandatory sustainability criteria

UK leading the way in sustainability standards

• Drax integrated into process of UK policy and standard development

UK – mandatory sustainability standards with effect from April 2015

• Carbon footprinting all biomass

- Trajectory of reducing limits to 2030

• Audited procurement to demonstrate sustainability

• High level of confidence Drax procurement will comply

EU – no mandatory sustainability standards

• EU timber directive in place since March 2013

Legislation

Drax Group plc 6(1) GHG savings vs. EU fossil fuel comparator of 712.5kg/MWh

Drax Results (1) UK Mandatory Standards (1)

2012 From April 2015 From April 2020 From April 2025

GHG Emissions Saving 80% 60% 72% 75%

UK Mandatory Standards – GHG Life Cycle Savings



Industry leading sustainability policy well established

High level of confidence Drax will comply with UK
mandatory standards

Future development

Cross-industry cooperation to develop common standards

Full engagement with forestry certification bodies

Expect further development of sustainability reporting and
certification as industry grows

Summary
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Sustainability underpins everything we do





Appendix: Sustainability Policy
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