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2.5  The Scoping Report identifies that the land is currently used for 
sheep and horse  grazing, along with horse training and breeding.  
Most of the farmland is  agriculturally  improved  grassland and 
classified as Grade 4 agricultural land;  but  also contains  significant 
areas of marshy grassland and scattered woodland and scrub. The 
fields are largely bound by fences, with one section of species -poor 
hedgerow running north of Abergelli Farm .  

2.6  A gas Nation Transmission System ( NTS)  Pipeline and water 
pipelines cross the site, while t he western part of the site 
encompasses two National Grid 400KV electrical substations and 
Felindre gas compressor substatio n. Areas of the site have been 
previously subject to various permissions for mineral extraction , 
inert landfill and other commercial activities.   

2.7  The Afon Llan flows in a south -westerly direction to the west and 
south of the site. The site is primarily wi thin EA Flood Zone 1, 
although a small area to the south east of the site appears to lie 
within Zones 2 and 3. A number of springs issue on the site, with 
their associated drainage ditches and s treams runn ing along the 
field boundaries  and discharg ing  into  the Afon Llan. Four wate r 
bodies have been  identified within the survey site ( see Appendix 
A: Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, paragr aphs 4.24, 4.25 and 
4.26 ).  Numerous public footpaths, bridleways  and tracks  run 
through the site.  

2.8  The geology of the sit e is characterised by boulder clay and the 
underlying Grovesend Beds, Upper Carboniferous sandstones and 
thin coals; overlain by glacial sand and gravel, alluvium and peat. 
The geology is overlain by raw gley and brown soils.  

2.9  The Scoping Report states tha t the land within the power 
generation plant site (See figure 1: Project Site Plan) is 
approximately 90m  Above Ordnance Datum  (AOD) , gently sloping 
downwards in a southerly direction. The wider application site also 
appears to be gently sloping.  

2.10  Three Sit es of Importance for Nature Conservatio n (SINCs)  lie 
partially within the site  (Rhyd -Y-Pandy Valley Grasslands, Warn 
Garn Wen and Llety Morphil) . A further two SINCs are adjacent to 
the site, with Rhos Fawr SINC to the north, and Felindre 
Grasslands SINC t o the south. The majority of  woodland within the 
site is designated as Ancient Woodland.  

2.11  There is potential  habitat on the  sit e to support European 
Protected Species, including bats, great crested newts, dormice 
and otters. The site could also support Bar n Owls (Schedule 1 
species) and nationally protec ted species, including reptiles, 
badgers and water voles. Breeding birds may also use the site. 
Figures 2a and 2b  of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal illustrate 
the areas on and around the site which hav e the potential to 
support protected species.  
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2.17  The Burry Inlet  SPA and Ramsar have been designated for their  
avian assemblage, including wintering oystercatcher, northern 
pintail, common redshank and red knot. The  Camarthan Bay and 
Estuaries SAC is  designated for a number of Annex I habitats, 
inc luding sandbanks, estuaries, mudflats, sandflats; while the 
Crymlyn Bog SAC is designated for Annex I habitats including 
transition mires and quaking bogs, calcareous fens and alluvial 
forests.  

2.18  There are 23 SINCs within 2km of the site. The locations and 
details of these features are identified in paragraph 4.7 of the 
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal.   

2.19   The Scoping Report identifies 17 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
(SAMs) , a Grade I listed building, 7 Grade II* listed bu ildings, 
three Grade II Registered  Park s and Gardens and 2 Conservation 
Areas  within 5km of the site. The locations of these features are 
identified on Figure 3 of the Scoping Report. In addition, 47 Grade 
II listed buildings are located within 5km of the site.  

2.20  The nearest Air Quality Manageme nt Area (AQMA) is Swansea Air 
Quality Management Area 2010, located in t he Lower Swansea  
Valley, approximately 4.5km from the site. It has been declared 
primarily on the basis of traffic related nitrogen dioxide (NO 2).   

Description of the p roposed d evelop ment  

2.21  The proposed development would  operate as a SCGT peaking 
plant, fuelled by natural gas and capable of producing  electricity 
up to 299MW.  To achieve 299MW, between one and five gas 
turbine generators would be built, with up to five exhaust gas flue 
stacks.  

2.22  The gas turbine generators would comprise the following 
components:  

¶ Inlet air filter;  

¶ Air compressor;  

¶ Combustion chamber;  

¶ Power turbine(s);  

¶ Exhaust silencer.  

2.23  On entering the gas turbine(s), air would be compressed and 
natural gas injected into the air. The natural gas would then burn 
in the combustion chamber, before expanding across the blades of 
the gas turbine, driving the electrical generators to produce 
energy.  
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2.24  The waste gases and heat would  then  be released into the 
atmosphere via between one  and five stacks. The stack(s) would 
contain equipment to reduce the emissions released into the 
atmosphere.  

2.25  In order to adequately disperse emissions and to meet legislative 
air quality targets, a study would be undertaken to determine the 
minimum height  of the stack(s).  

2.26  The maximum area for the generating equipment site would be 
approximately 6ha. Depending on its final design, the generating 
equipment may be sited in a number of locations within this area 
(see Scoping Report, Figure 1: Project Site Plan ). The detailed 
dimensions of the main  plant items, which would be present in the 
generating equipment site , are stated in paragraph 3.3.15 of the 
Scoping Report. These figures indicate that the tallest element of 
the proposal (the stack(s)) would be a max imum of 60m in height.  

2.27  The new gas connection would connect the generating equipment 
to a suitable fuel source, and would comprise a new underground 
gas pipeline connection and two above ground installation s. The 
gas connection would be situated within the  Gas Connection 
Opportunity Area as identified on Figure 1: Project Site Plan; with 
the exact location not yet decided. Termination of the gas 
connection would be at a Pipeline Inspection Gauge ( PIG)  Trap 
Facility (PTF) on  the generating equipment site; in corporating a 
PIG receiving facility, emergency control valve (possible) and 
isolation valves.  

2.28  The new electrical connection would comprise new electrical 
circuits (either in the form of an underground cable or overhead 
line) to allow power to be exported  from the generating equipment 
to the National Grid. The electrical connection would be situated 
within the Electrical Connection Opportunity Area as identified on 
Figure 1: Project Site Plan; with the exact location not yet decided.  

2.29  The final choice of t he gas and electrical connection routes would 
be decided following further consultation and more tho rough 
assessments of constraints and environmental impacts.  

2.30  To accommodate the storage of plant and equipment during the 
construction phase, a temporary la ydown area would be provided 
adjacent to the generating equipment site store. It is not proposed 
to allocate any land for this purpose beyond the construction 
phase. The exact location of the laydown area is not identified 
within the Scoping Report .  
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Al ternatives  

2.31  The following technology options were also considered for the 
generator plant: Combined  Cycle Gas Turbine (CCGT) plant  and 
Reciprocating Gas Engines (RGE) plant. SCGT was considered the 
most suitable technology choice for environmental, technic al and 
financial reasons, as detailed in paragraph 3.6.4 of the Scoping 
Report.  

Proposed access  

2.32  The proposal site would be access ed from Junction 46 of the M4, 
via one of two routes currently being considered. Access Road 
Option 1 would be from the north via the Rhyd -y-pandy Road , 
following  the access road west of Br ynheulog past Abergelli Farm. 
Access Road Option 2 would be  from the west vi a the B4489, 
along the access road to the National Grid electrical substations 
and then via a new access road to be c onstructed as part of the 
proposal.  Both access options are illustrated on Figure 1 of the 
Scoping Report: Project Site Plan.   

Construction   

2.33  Construction and commissioning of the project would take 
approximately 22 months.  

2.34  The main works would be the remo val of hard standing, 
excavation and site levelling for new foundations, piling (if 
required) and the laying of the gas and electricity connections.   

2.35  Construction is expected to employ between 140 and 250 workers.  

2.36  A construction programme has not been in cluded in the Scoping 
Report . The Scoping Report states that the ES will provide details 
of the construction programme, including construction activit ies, 
methods and working hours. A n outline Construction 
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) would be draf ted and 
appended to the ES , providing details of specific mitigation 
measures required to reduce t he construction related impacts.  

Operation and m aintenance  

2.37  Once operational, the propos ed development would generate up to 
15 full time jobs, with staff work ing in shifts.  

2.38  The generating equipment would o perate for up to 1,500 hours 
per year.   

2.39  The power generation plant would have an operational life of 25 
years, after which time it would be decommissioned or re -
powered.  
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Proposed access  

2.57  The ES should detail the proposed access route s for both 
construction and operational traffic.  

Construction  

2.58  The Secretary of State notes that no information has been 
provided in the Scoping Request regarding the size and  exact  
location of the temporary laydown area. Whilst is it appreciated 
that this information may not be available at this stage in the 
evolution of the project, appli cants are reminded that this 
information will be required in the ES . 

2.59  The SoS considers that information on construction including: 
phasing of programme; construction methods and activities 
associated with each phase; siting of construction compounds 
(inclu ding on and off site); lighting equipment/requirements; and 
number, movements and parking of construction vehicles (both 
HGVs and staff) should be clearly indicated in the ES.  

Operation and m aintenance  

2.60  Information on the operation and maintenance of the p roposed 
development should be included in the ES and should cover but 
not be limited to such matters as:  the number of full/part - time 
jobs; the operational hours and if appropriate, shift patterns; the 
number and types of vehicle movements generated durin g the 
operational stage.  

Decommissioning  

2.61  In terms of decommissioning, the SoS acknowledges that the 
further into the future any assessment is made, the less reliance 
may be placed on the outcome. However, the purpose of such a 
long term assessment is to en able the decommissioning of the 
works to be taken into account in the design and use of materials 
such that structures can be taken down with the minimum of 
disruption. The process and methods of decommissioning should 
be considered and options presented i n the ES. The SoS 
encourages consideration of such matters in the ES.  

2.62  The Scoping Report (paragraph 3.3.17 ) indicates that the des ign 
life of the power generation plant is 25  years. The SoS 
recommends that the EIA covers the life span of the proposed 
devel opment, including construction, operation and 
decommissioning.  
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¶ Operational Noise Impacts of the Electricity  Connection  

¶ Water Framework Directive (WFD) Report (pending NRW 
agreement)   

¶ Drainage / water quality impacts of the gas and electricity 
connections during the operational and  decommissioning 
phases.  

¶ Visual impacts up on the Gower AONB 

3.7  Matters are not scoped out unless specifically addressed and 
justified by the applicant , and confirmed as being scoped out by 
the SoS.   

3.8  It is stated within the  Scoping Repor t  that it is not intended to 
include the operational air quality emissions of the gas and 
electrical connections  as these sections  of the proposed 
development would  not produce any significant emissions during 
the operational phase of the development; the SoS agrees that 
these impacts can be scoped out of the assessment.  

3.9  Within the Scoping Report it is stated that it i s not intended to 
include the operational noise or vibration impacts of the gas  
connection as this aspect  of the proposed development would not 
produce any significant noise or vibration emissions during the 
opera tional phase ; the SoS agrees that these imp acts can be 
scoped out of the assessment.  

3.10  It is stated within the Scoping Report that it is not intended to 
include th e operational noise  imp acts of the electrical  connection 
as this aspect  of the proposed development would not produce any 
significant noi se emissio ns during the operational phase. The SoS 
recommend s that further justification be provided by the applicant 
for scoping out these potential effects, the SoS draws the attention 
of the applicant to the comments made by NRW in this respect .  

3.11  Within  the Scoping Report it is stated that the need for a Water 
Framework Directive Report has been scoped out of the 
assessment, pending agreement from NRW, as the development is 
not predicted to have any significant effects on any key water 
bodies .  The SoS a grees that providing  NRW indicate s that no 
Water Framework Directive Report will be required for this 
development the provision of this report can be scoped out of the 
assessment.  

3.12  It is stated within the applicants scoping report  that any  impact  on 
draina ge or water quality caused by the gas o r electrical 
connections during the operational and decommissioning phases of 
the development will be scoped out of the assessment, as no 
significant drainage or w ater quality impacts are predicted to occur  
as a resul t of the presence of the connections during these phases 
of the proposed development.   
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The SoS recommends that the assessment considers any  potential 
impacts on the  nature conservation sites i n this area. The SoS 
welcomes that the assessment will be carried out in accordance 
with NPS EN -1 and that the results of the Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
have informed which Phase 2 protected species surveys will be 
carried out.   

3.40  The SoS notes the comments fro m NRW welcoming the re -
surveying of the locally significant habitats in Spring/Summer , and 
expects there to be discussions with the Planning Ecologist for the 
local planning authority with regards to sensitive siting of the 
development to mitigate impacts to nature conservation interest s. 
The SoS recommends that the proposals should fully address the 
need to protect and enhanc e biodiversity. The assessment should 
cover habitats species and processes.  

3.41  The assessment should take into account air quality (inc luding 
dust)  and  noise and vibration impacts , and cross reference should 
be made to these specialist reports.  

3.42  The SoS welcomes that the CEMP will set out best practice 
methods of limiting effects on ecology and biodiversity during 
construction and decommis sioning and that further specific 
mitigation measures will include the consideration of the provision 
of new habitat to suitably replace any habitat areas that would be 
permanently lost through the development of the project.    

3.43  The SoS notes the comments of NRW regarding the presence of 
peat on site, and expects the ES to contain  further clarification 
about the location of the peat and the impact of the proposed 
development up on it.  

3.44  The SoS notes the comments of NRW regarding the potential  
impact to local  watercourses and recommends the  maintenance of  
open watercourses with wide buffer strips  in the design of the 
development .         

Water Quality and Resources  (see Scoping Report Section  5.6 )  

3.45  The SoS welcomes that the applicant intends to consult both NRW  
and the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) on the Flood 
Consequences Assessment.  The SoS notes the comments of NRW 
that the assessment should include consideration of surface water 
drainage impacts and options for improving site surface water 
drainage to p revent localised flooding during extreme rainfall 
events.  

3.46  The SoS recommends that the applicant considers temporary 
attenuation ponds to allow adequate settlement of site generated 
run -off during the construction and decommissioning phases o f the 
developme nt.  
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3.100  The SoS recommends that the applicant provide s justification for 
this choice of simple cycle gas turbine within  the ES and directs 
the applicant to the comments of NRW indicating that this turbine 
choice  is not  considered to represent Best Available Techn ique 
(BAT).     
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4.7  Under s28(I), the SoS must notify the relevant nature 
conservation body (NCB), NRW in this case, before authorising the 
carrying out of operations likely to damage the special interest 
features of a SSSI. Under these circumstances 28  days must 
elapse before deciding whether to grant consent, and the SoS 
must take account of any advice re ceived from the NCB, including 
advice on attaching conditions to the consent. The NCB will be 
notified during the examination period.  

4.8  If applicant s consider it likely that notification may be necessary 
under s28(I), they are advised to resolve any issues with the NCB 
before the DCO application is submitted to the SoS. If, following 
assessment by applicant s, it is considered that operations affecting 
the SSSI will not lead to damage of the special interest features, 
applicant s should make this clear in the ES. The application 
documents submitted in accordance with Regulation 5(2)(l) could 
also provide this information. Applicant s should seek to agree with 
the NCB the DCO requirements which will provide protection for 
the SSSI before the DCO application is su bmitted.  

European Protected Species (EPS)  

4.9  Applicants should be aware that the decision maker under the 
Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008) has, as the CA, a duty to engage 
with the Habitats Directive. Where a potential risk to an EPS is 
identified, and before mak ing a decision to grant development 
consent, the CA must, amongst other things, address the 
derogation tests 2 in Regulation 53 of the Habitats Regulations. 
Therefore the applicant may wish to provide information which will 
assist the decision maker to meet  this duty.  

4.10  If an applicant has concluded that an EPS licence is required the 
ExA will need to understand whether there is any impediment to 
the licence being granted. The decision to apply for a licence or 
not will rest with the applicant as the person r esponsible for 
commissioning the proposed activity by taking into account the 
advic e of their consultant ecologist.  

4.11  Applicants are encouraged to consult with NRW and, where 
required, to agree appropriate requirements to secure necessary 
mitigation. It woul d assist the examination if applicants could 
provide, with the application documents, confirmation from NRW  
whether any issues have b een  identified which would prevent the 
EPS licence being granted.  

4.12  Generally, NRW are unable to grant an EPS licence in resp ect of 
any development until all the necessary consents required have 
been secured in order to proceed.  

                                       
2 Key case law re need to consider Article 16 of the Habitat s Directive: Woolley vs 
East Cheshire County Council 2009 and Morge v Hampshire County Council 2010.  
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However, the applicant  should have regard to the responses 
received from the relevant consultees regarding health , and in 
particular to the comments from Public Health England in relation 
to emissions to air and the Health and Safety Executive  in relation 
to electrical safety issues (see Appendix 2).   

4.16  The methodology for the HIA, if prepared, should be agreed with 
th e relevant statutory consultees and take into account mitigation 
measures for acute risks.  

Other regulatory regimes  

4.17  The SoS recommends that the applicant  should state clearly what 
regulatory areas are addressed in the ES and that the applicant  
should ensur e that all relevant authorisations, licences, permits 
and consents that are necessary to enable operations to proceed 
are described in the ES. Also it should be clear that any likely 
significant effects of the proposed development which may be 
regulated by  other statutory regimes have been properly taken 
into account in the ES.  

4.18  It will not necessarily follow that the granting of consent under one 
regime will ensure consent under another regime. For those 
consents not capable of being included in an applicat ion for 
consent under the PA 2008, the SoS will require a level of 
assurance or comfort from the relevant regulatory authorities that 
the proposal is acceptable and likely to be approved, before they 
make a recommendation or decision on an application. The  
applicant  is encouraged to make early contact with other 
regulators. Information from the applicant  about progress in 
obtaining other permits, licences or consents, including any 
confirmation that there is no obvious reason why these will not 
subsequently  be granted, will be helpful in supporting an 
application for development consent to the SoS.  

Transboundary Impacts  

4.19  The SoS has noted that the applicant  has not  indicated whether 
the propo sed development  is likely to have significant impacts on 
another European Economic Area (EEA) State .  

4.20  Regulation 24 of the EIA Regulations, which inter alia  require the 
SoS to publicise a DCO application if the SoS is of the view that 
the proposal is likely to have significant effects on the environment 
of another EEA sta te and where relevant to consult with the EEA 
state affected. The SoS considers that where Regulation 24 
applies, this is likely to have implications for the examination of a 
DCO application.  

 



Scoping Opinion for  Abergelli Power Project  
  

 

32  

4.21  The SoS recommends that the ES should identify whether the 
pro posed development has the potential for significant 
transboundary impacts and if so, what these are and which EEA 
States would be affected.  
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APPENDIX 1  

LIST OF BODIES FORMALLY CONSULTED DURING THE 
SCOPING EXERCISE  

CONSULTEE  ORGANISATION  

SCHEDULE 1  
The Welsh Ministers  Welsh Government  
The Health and Safety Executive  Health and Safety Executive  
The Relevant Fire and Rescue 
Authority  

Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue  

The Relevant Police and Crime  
Commissioner  

Dyfed -Powys Police  

The Relevant Parish Council(s) or 
Relevant Community Council  

Llanedi Community Council  
Pontarddulais Community Council  
Betws Community Council  
Pontardawe Town Council  
Cwmamman Town Council  
Mawr Community Council  
Pontlliw and Tircoed  
Penllergaer  
Llangyfelach  
Clydach Community Council  

The Equality and Human Rights 
Commission  

Equality and Human Rights 
Commission  

Royal Commission On Ancient and 
Historical Monuments Of Wales  

Royal Commission On Ancient and 
Historical Monuments Of Wales  

The Natural Resources Body for 
Wales  

Natural Resources Wales  

The Civil Aviation Authority  Civil Aviation Authority  
The Relevant Highways Authority  City and County of Swansea -  

Highways  
The Passengers Council  Passenger Focus  
The Disabled Persons Transport 
Advisory Committee  

Disabled Persons Transport Advisory 
Committee  

The Coal Authority  The Coal Authority  
The Office Of Rail Regulation  Office of Rail Regulation (Customer 

Correspondence Team Manager)  
Approved Operator  Netwo rk Rail Infrastructure Ltd  
Approved Operator  Network Rail (CTRL) Ltd  
The Gas and Electricity Markets 
Authority  

OFGEM 

The Water Services Regulation 
Authority  

OFWAT 

The Canal and River Trust  The Canal and River Trust  
Public Health England, an 
executive agency to the 
Department of Health  
 

Public Health England  
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The Relevant Local Resilience 
forum  

Dyfed Powys LRF Partnership Team  

The Crown Estate Commissioners  The Crown Estate  
The Natural Resources Body for 
Wales  

Natural Resources Wales  

The relevant loc al heath board  Abertawe Bro Morgannwy University 
LHB 

The National Health Service Trusts  Health Protection Team  
Public Health Wales  

The National Health Service Trusts  Welsh Ambulance Services Trust  
The National Health Service Trusts  Velindre NHS Trust  
 
RELEVANT STATUTORY UNDERTAKERS  
 
Relevant Statutory Undertakers (s.8 ALA 1981)  
Railway  Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd  

Railways  Highways Agency Historical Railways 
Estate  

Water Transport  The Canal and River Trust  

Dock  Swansea Port  
Civil Aviation Autho rity  Civil Aviation Authority  
Licence Holder (Chapter 1 Of Part 
1 Of Transport Act 2000)  

NATS En -Route (NERL) Safeguarding  

Universal Service Provider  Royal Mail Group  
Water and Sewage Undertakers  Dwr Cymru (Welsh Water)  
Public Gas Transporter  Energetic s Gas Limited  

ES Pipelines Ltd  
ESP Connections Ltd  
ESP Networks Ltd  
ESP Pipelines Ltd  
Fulcrum Pipelines Limited  
GTC Pipelines Limited  
Independent Pipelines Limited  
LNG Portable Pipeline Services 
Limited  
National Grid Gas Plc  
National Gr id Plc  
Quadrant Pipelines Limited  
SSE Pipelines Ltd  
Scotland Gas Networks Plc  
Southern Gas Networks Plc  
Wales and West Utilities Ltd  

Electricity Distributors With CPO 
Powers  

Energetics Electricity Limited  
ESP Electricity Limited  
Independent Power Networks Limited  
The Electricity Network Company 
Limited  



 
 
 

Appendix 1  
 

Electricity Transmitters With CPO 
Powers  

National Grid Electricity Transmission 
Plc 
National Grid Plc  

 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES (SECTION 43)  
 
A county council, or county 
borough council , in Wa les 

Swansea Council  
Neath Port Talbot County Borough 
Council  
Camarthenshire Council  

 
NON - PRESCRIBED CONSULTATION BODIES  
 
Welsh Language Commissioner  Welsh Language Commissioner  
CADW Cadw  
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Respondents to Consultation and Copies 
of Replies  
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APPENDIX 2  

LIST OF BODIES WHO REPLIED BY THE STATUTORY 
DEADLINE  

Betwys Community Council  

Cadw  

City and County of Swansea  

Civil Aviation Authority  

Dwr Cymru (Welsh Water)  

Energetics  Gas Limited  

E S Pipelines Ltd, ESP Electricity Ltd, ESP Pipelines Ltd, ESP Connections 
Ltd and ESP Networks Ltd  

Fulcrum Pipelines  Limited  

GTC Pipelines Limited  

Health and Safety Executive  

NATs Safeguarding  

National Grid Electricity Plc  

National Grid Gas Plc  

Natural Resources Wales  

Neath Port T albot County Borough Council  

Network Rail  

Public Health England  

The Coal Authority  
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Hannah Nelson

From: Smailes Baggy <Baggy.Smailes@caa.co.uk>
Sent: 30 June 2014 08:47
To: Environmental Services
Subject: Abergelli Power Project Scoping Comment - EN010069

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Sirs, 
  
Proposed Abergelli Power Project – Scoping Comment  
  
Thank you for The Planning Inspectorate’s recent correspondence relating to the subject 
development.  The Inspectorate sought related Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) scoping comment; I 
trust the following is useful. 
 
I note from the Scoping Report (SR) that the tallest associated structures are expected to be 
between 1 and 5 chimney stacks that would each have a height of up to 60metres (m).  On that 
basis I belief the following (potential) issues are worthy of consideration: 

�x Aerodromes.  In respect of any potential aerodrome related issue, I should highlight the need to 
check any safeguarding maps lodged with relevant planning authorities to identify any aerodrome 
specific safeguarding issues.  To that effect, I note the relatively close proximity of Swansea 
Airport to the development site.  Noting that aerodrome safeguarding responsibility rests in all 
cases with the relevant aerodrome operator / licensee, not the CAA, it is important that the related 
viewpoints of any relevant aerodrome license holders / operators is established and any concerns 
expressed appropriately mitigated. 

�x Aviation Warning Lighting:   

�x In the UK, the need for aviation obstruction lighting on 'tall' structures depends in the first instance 
upon any particular structure's location in relationship to an aerodrome. If the structure constitutes 
an 'aerodrome obstruction' it is the aerodrome operator that with review the lighting requirement. 
For civil aerodromes, they will, in general terms, follow the requirements of CAP 168 - Licensing of 
Aerodromes. This document can be downloaded from the Civil Aviation CAA website at 
www.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP168.PDF - Chapter 4 (12.8) refers to obstacle lighting.  

�x Away from aerodromes Article 219 of the UK Air Navigation Order applies. This Article requires 
that for en-route obstructions (ie away from aerodromes) lighting only becomes legally mandated 
for structures of a height of 150m or more. However, structures of lesser high might need aviation 
obstruction lighting if, by virtue of their location and nature, they are considered a significant 
navigational hazard.  

�x Cranes, whether in situ temporarily or long term are captured by the points heighted above.  Note 
that if a crane is located on top of another structure, it is the overall height (structure + crane) than 
is relevant. 

�x In this case, given the assumed maximum height of 60m, Article 219 would not apply.  In the 
event that there is no aerodrome issue I can advise that the CAA would not in isolation make any 
case for lighting. 

�x Gas Venting and/or Flaring.  It is assumed that the new facility is not intended to vent or flare gas 
either routinely or as an emergency procedure such as to cause a danger to overlying aircraft.  If 
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that is not the case parties are invited to use myself as an appropriate point of contact for any 
further related discussion. 

�x Aviation Promulgation.  There is a civil aviation requirement in the UK for all structures over 300 
feet high to be charted on aviation maps.  It follows that, at 60m (197ft) high, there is no en-route 
(ie non-aerodrome specific) civil aviation charting requirement.  However, if crane usage in the 
construction phase involves heights of 300ft or more, the temporary structure will need to be 
appropriately notified.  For temporary structures this notification can be achieved through the 
publication of a Not ice to Airmen (NOTAM).  If needed by virtue of temporary use of cranes such 
that the 300ft threshold is breached a NOTAM can be arranged through the developer providing 
related details to the CAA’s Airspace Utilisation Section (ausops@caa.co.uk / 0207 453 6599).   

�x Military Aviation.  For completeness, the Ministry of Defence position in regards to the proposed 
development and military aviation activity should be established. 

�x I should also add that that due to the unique nature of associated operations in respect of 
operating altitudes and potentially unusual landing sites, it would also be sensible to establish the 
related viewpoint of local emergency services air support units.      

   
I believe that any associated Environmental Statement / Development Consent Order (or 
equivalent / similar) would be expected to acknowledge and where applicable address the issues 
highlighted above and accordingly the scoping opinion should make related comment. 
�� 
Whilst none of the above negates any aforementioned need to consult in line with Government 
requirements associated with the safeguarding of aerodromes and other technical sites 
(Government Circular 1/2003 refers), I hope this information matches your requirements.  Please 
do not hesitate to get in touch if you require any further comment or needs clarification of any 
point. 
�� 

Mark Smailes 
Airspace Regulator 
Safety and Airspace Regulation Group 
Civil Aviation Authority 
CAA House 
45-59 Kingsway 
London WC2B 6TE  
Tel: 0207 453 6545 

�� 

�� 

�� 
�� 

********************************************************************** 

Before Printing consider the environment.  

  

This e-mail and any attachment(s) are for authorised use by the intended recipient(s) only. It may contain proprietary material, confidential 
information and/or be subject to legal privilege. If you are not an intended recipient then please promptly delete this e-mail, as well as any 
associated attachment(s) and inform the sender. It should not be copied, disclosed to, retained or used by, any other party.  
Thank you. 

  

Please note that all e-mail messages sent to the Civil Aviation Authority are subject to monitoring / interception for lawful business 
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Hannah Nelson

From: Alan Slee <alans@espipelines.com>
Sent: 28 July 2014 15:59
To: Environmental Services
Subject: RE: Reference: PE126442.  Plant Not Affected Notice from ES Pipelines

Dear Jenny, 
 
Thanks for your call and this often raises some confusion.  ESP Gas Group has been renamed ESP 
Utilities Group Limited and this standard response  template is embedded in our database and is 
subject to revision at some stage soon on the ne xt update tranche.  The company status has not 
changed in as much that ESP Utilities Group Ltd consists of the 5 licensed companies (referred to as 
‘subsidiary brands’ on our website) consisting E S Pipelines Ltd, ESP Electricity Ltd, ESP Pipelines Ltd, 
ESP Connections Ltd and ESP Networks Ltd.  They ar e all operated from our offices in Leatherhead and  
to avoid confusion and multiple and voluminous copies prefer to respond in ‘bulk’.  All our asset data is  
held at one location and the response is based up on a companywide search incorporating all gas and 
electricity assets that we own and manage and that fall under our statutory undertakers obligations. 
 
Regards, 
 
Alan Slee  
Operations Manager ��
 
DD 01372 227567  
Mobile 07766 802070 ��
Fax 01372 386203 ��
www.esputilities.com 
 

From:  Environmental Services [mailto:EnvironmentalServices@infrastructure.gsi.gov.uk]  
Sent:  28 July 2014 15:54 
To:  Alan Slee 
Subject:  RE: Reference: PE126442. Plant Not Affected Notice from ES Pipelines 
 
Dear Mr Slee 
 
Thank you for your response to the scoping consultation in relation to the Abergelli Power 
Project.  Please can you confirm by reply to this email that you are responding on behalf of E 
S Pipelines Ltd, ESP Electricity Ltd, ESP Pipelines Ltd, ESP Co nnections Ltd and ESP Networks 
Ltd. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Jenny 
 

Jenny Colfer 
Senior EIA and Land Rights Advisor 
Major Applications and Plans 

The Planning Inspectorate, 3/18 Eagle Wi ng, Temple Quay House, Temple Quay, 
Bristol BS1 6PN 

Direct Line: 0303 444 5532 
Helpline: 0303 444 5000 
Email: jenny.colfer@pins.gsi.gov.uk  
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Web: www.planningportal.g ov.uk/ planninginspectorate  (Planning Inspectorate 
casework and appeals) 
Web: www.planningportal.g ov.uk/infrastructure  (Planning Inspectorate's National 
Infrastructure Planning portal) 

Twitter: @PINSgov    

This communication does not constitute legal advice. 
Please view our Information Charter  before sending information to the Planning 
Inspectorate.  

 
 
 

From:  ES Pipelines [mailto:email@espipelines.com]  
Sent:  01 July 2014 11:41 
To:  Environmental Services 
Subject:  Reference: PE126442. Plant Not Affected Notice from ES Pipelines 
 
 
 
 
 
Environmental Services  
The Planning Inspectorate  

1 July 2014  

 

Reference: EN010069 Abergelli Power Project Scoping Consultat 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Thank you for your recent plant enquiry at: Abergelli Power Project 

I can confirm that ESP Gas Group Ltd has no gas or electricity apparatus in the vicinity of this site 
address and will not be affected by your proposed works.  

ESP are continually laying new gas and electricity networks and this notification is valid for 90 
days from the date of this letter. If your proposed works start after this period of time, please re-
submit your enquiry. 

Important Notice 

Please be advised that any enquiries for ESP Connections Ltd, formerly known as British Gas 
Connections Ltd, should be sent directly to us at the address shown above or alternatively you 
can email us at: PlantResponses@espipelines.com 

 

Yours faithfully,  
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Alan Slee 
Operations Manager  

 
This email was scanned by the Government Secure Intranet anti-virus service supplied by Vodafone in 
partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) In case of problems, please call 
your organisations IT Helpdesk. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes. 

********************************************************************** 

Correspondents should note that all communications to Department for Communities and Local Government may be automatically logged, 
monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 

********************************************************************** 

  

 
 
********************************************************************** 
This email and any files transmitted with it are private and intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity to which they are addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient the E-mail and any files have been transmitted to you in error and 
any copying, distribution or other use of the information contained in them is 
strictly prohibited. 
 
Nothing in this E-mail message amounts to a contractual or other legal commitment on 
the part of the Government unless confirmed by a communication signed on behalf of the 
Secretary of State. 
 
The Department's computer systems may be monitored and communications carried on them 
recorded, to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful 
purposes. 
 
Correspondents should note that all communications from Department for Communities and 
Local Government may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for lawful 
purposes. 
*********************************************************************************** 
 
 
 
The original of this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet virus scanning service 
supplied by Vodafone in partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) This email 
has been certified virus free. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes. 

 
This email was scanned by the Government Secure Intranet anti-virus service supplied by Vodafone in 
partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) In case of problems, please call 
your organisations IT Helpdesk. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes. 
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Hannah Nelson

From: Claire Ferguson <claire.ferguson@energetics-uk.com>
Sent: 27 June 2014 11:48
To: Environmental Services
Subject: EN010069

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

��
��
Dear��Sir/Madam,��
��
Thank��you��for��submitting��your��recent��plant��enquiry.��
��
Based��on��the��information��provided,��I��can��confirm��that��Energetics��does��not��have��any��plant��within��the��area(s)��
specified��in��your��request.��
��
Please��be��advised��that��it��may��take��around��10��working��days��to��process��enquiries.��In��the��unlikely��event��that��you��have��
been��waiting��longer��than��10��working��days,��or��require��further��assistance��with��outstanding��enquiries,��please��call��
01698��404945.��
��
Please��ensure��all��plant��enquiries��are��sent��to��plantenquiries@energetics�ruk.com��
��
Regards��

��
Claire��Ferguson��
Technical��Clerical��Team��
 
Energetics��Design��&��Build��
International��House��
Stanley��Boulevard��
Hamilton��International��Technology��Park��
Glasgow��
G72��0BN��
��
t:��01698��404979��
f:��01698��404940��
��
e:��claire.ferguson@energetics�ruk.com��
w:��www.energetics�ruk.com��
��
 
This email was scanned by the Government Secure Intranet anti-virus service supplied by Vodafone in 
partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) In case of problems, please call 
your organisations IT Helpdesk. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes. 

********************************************************************** 

Correspondents should note that all communications to Department for Communities and Local Government may be automatically logged, 
monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 
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Hannah Nelson

From: Penlington, Graham <Graham.Penlington@fulcrum.co.uk> on behalf of 
&box_FPLplantprotection_conx, <FPLplantprotection@fulcrum.co.uk>

Sent: 02 July 2014 16:27
To: Environmental Services
Subject: RE: EN010069 Abergelli Power Project Scoping Consultation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Thank��you��for��asking��Fulcrum��Pipelines��Limited��to��examine��your��consultation��document��for��the��above��project.��
����
We��can��confirm��that��Fulcrum��Pipelines��Limited��have��no��comments��to��make��on��this��scoping��report.��Please��note��that��
we��are��constantly��adding��to��our��underground��assets��and��would��strongly��advise��that��we��are��consulted��prior��to��
undertaking��any��excavations.����
����
Please��note��that��other��gas��transporters��may��have��plant��in��this��locality��which��could��be��affected.��
����
We��will��always��make��every��effort��to��help��you��where��we��can,��but��Fulcrum��Pipelines��Limited��will��not��be��held��
responsible��for��any��incident��or��accident��arising��from��the��use��of��the��information��associated��with��this��search.��The��
details��provided��are��given��in��good��faith,��but��no��liability��whatsoever��can��be��accepted��in��respect��thereof.��
����
If��you��need��any��help��or��information��simply��contact��Fulcrum��on��0845��641��3060��
����
To��save��you��time,��any��future��requests��for��information��about��our��plant,��can��be��emailed��to��
FPLplantprotection@fulcrum.co.uk��
����

GRAHAM PENLINGTON 
Process��Assistant 
 

��

Tel:��0845��641��3060��
Direct��Dial:��01142��804��175��
Email:��Graham.Penlington@fulcrum.co.uk��
Web:��www.fulcrum.co.uk��

  ��

FULCRUM��NEWS��
��
FULCRUM��ENGINEER��SCOOPS��TOP��GAS��INDUSTRY��AWARD��
Fulcrum’s��Paul��Leighton��named��as��the��UK��gas��industry’s��2014��Engineer��of��The��Year.��Learn��more.��

FULCRUM��TOASTS��SUCCESSFUL��COMPLETION��OF��HISTORIC��£7.6MILLION,��16��MILE��GAS��PIPELINE��
16�rmile��link��to��Scotland's��main��gas��network��completed��six�rmonths��ahead��of��schedule��despite��winter��temperatures��of�r
12°C.��Learn��more.��
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Hannah Nelson

From: Tom.Anderson@gtc-uk.co.uk
Sent: 27 June 2014 10:56
To: Environmental Services
Subject: EN010069

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi��
����
With��regard��to��the��above��ref��we��have��no��comment��to��make��
����
Kind Regards��
 ��
Tom Anderson��
Engineering Support Officer��
 ��
GTC��
Engineering��
Energy House��
Woolpit Business Park��
Woolpit��
Bury St. Edmunds��
Suffolk��
IP30 9UP��
Tel: 01359 243376 (ext. 3376) ��
Fax: 01359 244046��
Email: tom.anderson@gtc-uk.co.uk��
Web: www.gtc-uk.co.uk ��
����
 
 
NOTE: 
This E-Mail originates from GTC, Energy House, Woolpit Business Park, Woolpit, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP30 
9UP 
VAT Number: GB688 8971 40. Registered No: 029431.  
 
DISCLAIMER 
The information in this E-Mail and in any attachments is confidential and may be privileged. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please destroy this message, delete any copies held on your system and notify the sender immediately. You 
should not retain, copy or use this E-Mail for any purpose, nor disclose all or any part of its content to any other 
person. Whilst we run antivirus software on Internet E-Mails, we are not liable for any loss or damage. The recipient is 
advised to run their own up to date antivirus software. 
Thank you  
This email was scanned by the Government Secure Intranet anti-virus service supplied by Vodafone in 
partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) In case of problems, please call 
your organisations IT Helpdesk. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes. 

********************************************************************** 

Correspondents should note that all communications to Department for Communities and Local Government may be automatically logged, 
monitored and/or recorded for lawful purposes. 

********************************************************************** 
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